	REQUEST FOR ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE WAIVER 

	

	All new construction and rehabilitation projects must meet the DCA requirements for sound. The DCA and HUD Noise Limitations must be met at 45dB for interior locations and 65dB for exterior locations. DCA policy also states that exterior noise levels of 75db are unacceptable.  This waiver process allows DCA to determine whether projects that do exceed 75 db qualify for an exception to the policy.  Exceptions to this policy will only be made if the project incorporates noise attenuation that clearly reduces interior and exterior noise levels within acceptable levels or the applicant submits sufficient documentation to allow DCA to determine that the overriding policy considerations associated with completing the project outweigh the unacceptable noise levels.   Public Policy considerations may include an overwhelming need for the proposed housing, revitalization efforts, rehabilitation or modernization of existing projects. Placement of buildings and amenities outside noise sensitive zones may also be considered.  DCA will also make an exception if the project has HUD funding and has received a HUD waiver.   The noise waiver will only be valid in regards to the site plan, noise assessment and attenuation plan submitted with the waiver request.  Any deviations at application will result in the invalidity of the waiver.  All sound mitigation costs must be included in the construction development budget. Absent a DCA waiver, a project cannot exceed 75dB of exterior noise as initially evaluated by an environmental professional, regardless of whether mitigation proposes to reduce exterior noise to acceptable levels.
The following items must be submitted if a noise waiver is requested:
1. The noise assessment/study
2. The noise attenuation plan that clearly reduces interior and exterior noise levels within acceptable levels; or the applicant submits sufficient documentation to allow DCA to determine that the overriding policy considerations associated with completing the project outweigh the unacceptable noise levels
3. A site map which clearly shows the Noise Assessment Locations (NALs), noise contours, the location of buildings and amenities, and the location of proposed mitigation
4. A HUD waiver, if the project has HUD funding and has received a HUD waiver.  

	

	Part I - General Information

	Name:

Company Name:

Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:



	

	Part II - Project Information

	Name of Project

Project Location

Noise Level

HOME funds requested?

Other HUD based funding requested?

All documentation included?



	

	I certify that the above information is true and accurate and understand that the granting of pre-application approval and/or noise waiver is contingent on DCA review of the site during the application round.

	

	Signed Name: _______________________________________________________________________

	

	Signature:

	Signature: __________________________________________________________________________
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