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· Distribute flyers and posters to schools, public libraries, businesses and grocery stores, and Christmas tree growers and sellers.
· Use social media!  Include on your organization’s Facebook page or get volunteers (especially the young ones) to promote local event details on Facebook and Twitter and other Social Media outlets.  
· Customize the enclosed press release for your community. Use a fresh angle: Easy way for families to Green the Holidays!  Is your community full of fishermen? Christmas trees are an important source of habitat. Did you know that using Christmas tree mulch helps to conserve water by retaining moisture in the ground? Did your community participate last year? How did the mulch benefit the community? These topics would also make great subjects for news stories. 
· Ask to have the event announced on radio and TV station morning shows.*
· Distribute radio and TV public service announcements.*
· Many schools have internal radio and television stations and news shows. Give the principal a copy of the PSA and have the students produce a news story about the event.
· Write and submit newspaper articles, columns, and editorials to be published before and after the event.*
· Suggest TV and newspaper stories relating to the event. Remind reporters that the newspaper probably has file photos of last year’s event.*
· Ask local churches and community groups to include information about the program in their newsletters and bulletins.
· Hang promotional posters at businesses, schools, churches and tree retail outlets.
· Set up a speakers bureau to talk with area civic groups. 
· School programs:
· Take the Chipper mascot costume to schools (to request or download the mascot reservation form, visit www.KeepGeorgiaBeautiful.org or call Kanika Greenlee at 404.679.1580).
· Hold a “Christmas Tree Recycling Poster Contest” (then hang the posters around town).
· Hold a contest for the best Christmas tree decorated with recyclable materials. 
· Provide a telephone number for people to call for recycling locations or questions about the event. The site information you have provided will also be featured on www.KeepGeorgiaBeautiful.org and at Earth911.com for a zip code based search
· Place messages on bank, restaurant, and church marquees.
· Create tray liners for local restaurants.
· Include a reminder about the event in utility bills.
· Insert flyers in the newspaper.
· Make a presentation before city/county government meetings.
· Photo opportunities:
· Ask the mayor to bring his or her tree to the recycling location.
· Take a picture of a girl scout or other volunteer unloading trees.
· Reserve the Chipper mascot costume for your Christmas parade and hand out stickers or candy.
· Partner with other communities to promote the event.

*If you need an attention grabber in order to be noticed by the news media, try sending a mini Christmas tree or Christmas edibles along with your press release to important media personalities. 
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