Element 5: Community Facilities

5.1. Inventory

5.1.1. Transportation Network

Murray County’s transportation network is discussed in Appendix 8: Transportation.

5.1.2. Water Supply and Treatment

Operational Responsibility and Service Area.
Murray County is served by four separate water utilities.
The largest section of the county is served by the
Chatsworth Water Works Commission, which operates
as an arm of the city. Water service is available to all of
Chatsworth and Eton as well as portions of Murray
County. (See Figure 5-B on page 5-3.) Very small
portions of the county receive water from Dalton Utilities,
the Ocoee Water Works, and the City of Calhoun.

Facilities and Resources. The Chatsworth Water
Works’ water supply, treatment, and storage facilities are Chatsworth Water Works Offices
listed in Table 5-A.

Table 5-A. Water Supply and Treatment

T

Water Supply

Carters Lake 2.3 MGD 1.357 MGD 59%
Eton Spring 2.0 MGD 1.871 MGD 94%
O’Neal/Sumach Spring 1.760 MGD 0.0 MDG 0%
Nix Spring 0.008 MGD 0.008 MGD 100%
Holly Creek non-operational

Water Treatment
Carters Lake 2 MGD
Holly Creek non-operational

Water Storage

Water Tanks 7 Total storage capacity of 5.85 MG
Distribution System

Booster pumping stations 6 5 are operational and 1 is not operational

Miles of Water Lines 380

Source: Chatsworth Water Works
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Demand for Service. Table 5-B Table 5-B. Water Supply Customers
details the number and type of )
customers that the Water Works had 2:::3:12:; Gauozr:)so Billed
as of February 2005. (Feb. 2005) ( 4)
Residential 10,015 93% 619,656,000  68%
Currently, the largest water customers e 519 5% 80,278,800 9%
are Aladdin, Better Backers, Galaxy, ——— 149 100 183410400 20%
and Shaw. Their combined monthly 0 e 0
usage is almost 12 million gallons or Other 113 1% 27,111,600 3%
just over 11% of the total output. Total 10,796  100% 910,465,800 100%
Current and Future Needs. Source: Chatsworth Water Works
Presently, Murray County is
consuming 59% of its permitted capacity.
Short term water infrastructure needs for the planning horizon include the following:
® water distribution - approximately 50 miles of new water lines,
® permitted water withdrawal - increase by a minimum of 1/2 MGD, and
® water treatment capacity - increase by a minimum of 1/2 MGD.
The Northwest Georgia Regional Water
Resources Partnership is undertaking a project T
to determine future water and wastewater E 2R
demand in the 15-county northwest Georgia o 104
area. This study projects that the annual R
average daily demand in Murray County for é e it
water will be 10.4 MGD by 2030, and increase o
of 215% over the current level of 3.3 MGD. EiMY Gk
(See Figure 5-A.) Peak demand would add i e
approximately 25% to the average daily % (5 R :
demand. &, ]
B 0 I T 5 2 L
= u
rarant [ - 1Tk
e sk Jarand
TGS

Source: NWG Regional Water Resources Partnership

Figure 5-A. Current and Projected Demand
for Public Water
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representation of features displayed and does not Public Water Availability and
constitute a legal representation of any one feature. -

This product may not be used or reproduced without Public Water Supply Intakes

the NGRDC logo, name, and disclaimer displayed.
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5.1.3. Sewerage System and Wastewater Treatment

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. In addition to providing water service, the Chatsworth
Water Works is responsible for the gathering and treatment of residential, commercial, and industrial
wastewater. The areas where service is currently available are illustrated in Figure 5-D on page 5-5.
Areas not service by public sewer rely upon septic systems.

Facilities and Resources. The Chatsworth Water Works Commission operates a wastewater treatment
facility on Holly Creek. The facility has a system design capacity of 3 MGD and a permitted discharge
capacity of 3 MGD. The treated wastewater is discharged to Holly Creek and the facility discharges 1.5
MGD on average. Chatsworth Water Works has approximately 46 miles of sewer lines.

Demand for Service. Table 5-C Table 5-C. Public Sewer Customers
details the number and type of sewer Number of )
customers that the Water Works had Customers GaIiI:nzso:::Ied
as of February 2005. (Feb. 2005)

Residential 1,481 75% | 81,741,600 27%
Currently, _the largest sewer customers e 366 19% | 59,226,000 20%
are Aladdin, Better Backers, Galaxy, ——— 24 4% | 142.816.100 A7%
and Shaw. Their combined monthly ndustn ° S0 °
usage is just over 9 million gallons or Other 43 2% | 19,286,500 6%
around 10% of the total output. Total 1,964 303,070,200

Source: Chatsworth Water Works
Current and Future Needs.

Presently, Murray County is utilizing
50% of its discharge capacity.

Short term sewer infrastructure needs for the planning horizon include the following:
® wastewater distribution - repair of existing collection system because of inflow/infiltration problems,

and
® wastewater treatment/discharge - an increase in treatment capacity of 1 MGD.

The Northwest Georgia Regional Water -
Resources Partnership is undertaking a project E" £
to determine future water and wastewater i i
demand in the 15-county northwest Georgia £ Awsr .
area. This study projects that the annual t i
average daily demand in Murray County for O i
wastewater treatment will be 4.1 MGD by 2030, t N
and increase of 173% over the current demand E e T I Il
level of 1.5 MGD. (See Figure 5-C.) Peak = pedeo: ] ;e o o
demand would add approximately 25% to the 3
average daily demand. & i

E ol L P e

3 TR Tl ERnl
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Source: NWG Regional Water Resources Partnership

Figure 5-C. Current and Projected Demand
for Public Wastewater Treatment
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Figure 5-D.
Public Sewer Service Availability
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5.1.4. Solid Waste Management

Murray County

Operational Responsibility and Service Area.
Murray County presently does not provide streetside
garbage collection services. Solid waste management
activities are handled through five collection facilities
(convenience centers) located throughout the county
and at the Murray County Landfill.

Facilities and Resources. Each of the five
convenience centers has a compacter, a 40 cubic yard
roll off box, an office, and a portable toilet. The County
leases the property where the five convenience centers
are located. The convenience centers are open Monday
through Saturday from 8:00 AM until 6:00 PM.

Murray County owns the Murray County Westside

Murray County Landfill

Landfill. The landfill has been managed for Murray County by Santek Environmental, Inc. since June
2002. Under the current contract between the County and Santek, Murray County is able to dispose of
7,500 tons of waste per year at the landfill with no charge. In addition, the County receives a host fee of

$1.50 per ton for all waste that enters the landfill.

Demand for Service. Table 5-D below shows the amount of waste generated in Murray County that is
disposed in landfills in Georgia. Almost 50,000 tons from Murray County were disposed in the Westside

Landfill in 2004

Table 5-D. Murray County Waste Disposed of Annually at Georgia Landfills (Tons)

Murray County — US 411 Westside 37,357 37,975 37,908 38,804 45,526 49,917

Gordon Co. — Redbone Ridges Rd. 1.2 0.1

Cherokee Co. — Pine Bluff Landfill 66.2 23.8 36.0 15.7 39.5

BFI — East Dekalb Landfill (C&D) 11.9

BFI — Hickory Ridge 35

Catoosa Co. — SR 151 13.2

Pecan Row 21.8 18.6

Cherokee C&D Landfill 13.7
Total Tons of Waste 37,424 37,987 37,935 38,875 45,560 49,970

Source: Waste Volumes: Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division
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As Table 5-D shows, Murray County disposed of
the majority of its waste at the Murray County
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Westside Landfill. Other counties use the Murray
County Landfill for their waste disposal needs.
These counties and the amount of waste they
disposed in Murray County over the past 2 years
are shown in Table 5-E below. As shown in Figure
5-E to the right, the majority of the waste entering
the Murray County Landfill comes from Murray
County. Both Gordon and Whitfield Counties
contribute 15% of the total waste stream. The
balance of the waste comes from other Georgia
Counties and Tennessee. Currently the only out of
state waste entering the Murray County Landfill
comes from Tennessee.
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Figure 5-E. Contributors of Waste to the
Murray County Landfill (January 2003 -
March 2005)

Table 5-E. Quarterly Waste Disposal at the Murray County Westside Landfill (Tons)

2003 2004 2005

1% 0Qtr. | 2™ Qtr. | 37 0tr. | 4" Otr. | 1 Otr. | 2" Qtr. | 3 Qtr. | 4™ Qtr. 1% Qtr.
Georgia
Murray County 10,125| 11,638| 11,126| 12,638| 11,082| 12,920| 14,022| 11,893 13,527
Bartow County <1 1 11 11 1 - - - 3
Catoosa County 53 25 9 - 2 - - - 9
Gilmer County 27 22 0 24 2 24 22 - -
Gordon County 2,942 19 23 119 763| 1,948| 2,742| 4,473 3,598
Harris County - 1 - - - - - - -
Pickens County 7 7 8 6 8 - - - -
Polk County 6 - 7 - - - - -
Walker County 13 1 <1 1 13 40 75 17 194
Whitfield County 1,492 1,566 1,362 1,731| 1,180| 2,149| 3,026 3,019 4,193
Tennessee - - 6 - - 45 25 5 32
Total Tons of Waste| 14,665| 13,280| 12,552| 14,530| 13,060| 17,126| 19,912| 19,407 21,556

Source: Waste Volumes: Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division

Current and Future Needs. The Murray County Landfill has more than sufficient capacity to handle
the community’s needs in during the planning period. As new pockets of development occur in the
county, additional convenience centers may be needed. The expansion of recycling should also be a
goal.

More information on solid waste needs and goals can be found in the Joint Solid Waste Management
Plan.
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City of Chatsworth

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The City of Chatsworth provides weekly residential
trash collection at no direct cost to its residents. Businesses within the Chatsworth can contract with the
City for daily pick-up of waste at $35.00 per container for restaurants and $25.00 per container for all
other businesses. Both residential and commercial customers use 95 gallon bins which can be picked up
by automated garbage trucks.

Facilities and Resources. The City has two automated garbage trucks and one full-time employee. It
does not have a recycling program.

Demand for Service. Table 5-F below provides additional information regarding waste collection
within Chatsworth.

Table 5-F. Waste Collection Data for the City of Chatsworth

2002 2003 2004
Number of Residential Customers 73 69 76
Number of Commercial Customers 1218 1,230 1,235
Operating Revenue (Commercial Fees) 37,483 39,175 37,312
Other Fund Revenue 325,126 332,676 356,462
Total Revenue $362,609 $371,851 $393,774
Solid Waste Collection Expenditures 283,016 255,606 255,067
Solid Waste Disposal Expenditures 30,156 36,195 37,970
Yard Trimmings Collection & Management 49,437 80,050 100,737
Total Cost $362,609 $371,851 $393,774

Sources: City of Chatsworth

City of Eton

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The City of Eton provides curbside trash collection for
residential properties in Eton.

Facilities and Resources. Residential collection occurs once a week with no user fee being charged.
Due to the limited number of customers, the City does not use automated garbage trucks. As the
demand for service increases, the City may consider switching to automated trucks at some time in the
future.

Demand for Service. In 2003, the City served 319 residential customers at an annual cost of just under
$5,000.
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5.1.5. Public Safety - Law Enforcement

Murray County Sheriff's Department

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The
Murray County Sheriff's Department provides law
enforcement to the unincorporated areas of Murray
County and to the City of Eton when the Eton Police
Chief is not on Duty.

Facilities and Resources. The Sheriff's office is
located in a combined office and correctional facility at
810 1/2 Maddox Parkway. (See Figure 5-F on page 5-
13.) The facility was constructed in 1993 using SPLOST
funding. There is sufficient room at the present location
for future expansion.

Murray County Sheriff's Department

The facility contains office space, a records room, and lock up cells. The maximum number of detainees
that can be held in the facility is 115 males and 15 females which equates to approximately 3 beds per
1,000 persons in the County and Cities. Both the City of Chatsworth and the City of Eton contract with
the Sheriff's office to use the correctional facility. In addition, Gordon, Gilmer, and Pickens County, have
contracted with Murray County to house their overflow detainees.

The Sheriff's Department staff includes a sheriff, 23 full-time patrol officers, 2 part-time patrol officers, 30
full-time jailers, 2 records clerks, and 4 school resource officers. Patrol officers work 12 hour shifts with 4
officers per shift.

The Sheriff's Department has 38 patrol vehicles and 2, four-wheel-drive vehicles. The vehicles are
replaced at approximately 150,000 miles.

Demand for Service. Domestic disturbances are the primary incidents to which the department
responds.

Current and Future Needs. Short term needs are for additional staff, including more drug enforcement
officers and school resources officers. Currently, an "ideal" number of officers working per shift would be
six. This would require the addition of 8 more patrol officers to the current number of 23.

Six patrol vehicles are at or over 150,000 miles and need to be replaced. The mountainous terrain in
many parts of the county presents difficulties to the department. Other current needs include hazardous
materials equipment and training and meth lab training.

Future needs involve expansion of the jail as it has reached capacity. In 1993, when the current facility
was built, it housed 20 inmates. Today, just twelve years later, it houses 130. By 2025, it is anticipated
that the county will need approximately 243 beds for inmates. (The projected county-wide population for
2025 is 79,374 persons. Three beds per 1,000 persons would equate to 243 beds.)

Current plans are to increase the amount of administrative space and double number of inmates that can
be accommodated (260 beds). It is estimated that this would cost approximately $5 million.
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City of Chatsworth Police Department

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The e s g -t
Chatsworth Police Department serves the entire City of MR
Chatsworth.

Facilities and Resources. The Chatsworth Police
Department is located at 501 North Third Avenue. (See
Figure 5-F on page 5-13.) . The 7,500 square foot
facility was constructed in 1997 using SPLOST funding.

The police station includes 6 offices, 1 conference room,
2 lobbies, 1 kitchen, 1 men’s locker room, 1 men’s
bathroom, 1 ladies’ locker/bathroom, 1 large officers /
squad room 1 evidence/storage room, and 1 equipment/ Chatsworth Police Department
storage room.

Department staff includes a full time Chief of Police, 12 full time officers, and 2 clerks. Officers work 12-
hour shifts with three days on and two days off. There are two officers on duty during the day plus the
Chief and Captain. Three officers are on duty at night.

The department has 6 patrol vehicles which are replaced approximately every 2 years. Two were
purchased in the spring of 2005.

Demand for Service. The primary types of incidents to which the Chatsworth Police Department
responds are accidents, disturbance calls, domestic calls, damage to property, and thefts/burglaries.
Table 5-G on the following page shows the number and types of cases handled by the Police Department
over the past five years.

Current and Future Needs. Short term needs (1-5 years) include speed detection signs and updates
of equipment to keep up with new technology. Current challenges for the department include keeping
quality personnel due to salary competition from larger departments, the growing epidemic of meth use,
and the need for more training in cultural diversity.

Longer term needs (6-20 years) include expanded policing programs and training in cultural diversity. In
addition, hiring goals should include Hispanic/Latino recruitments.

Page 5-10 05100714.160 CEDS PLANS MURRAY



Element 5: Community Facilities

Table 5-G. Annual Cases Handled by the City of Chatsworth Police Department

Type of Case 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Affray 4 14 13 7 9
Assault/Battery 5 7 15 13 3
Disorderly Conduct 47 18 39 17 37
Traffic Light Violation 18 20 34 30 69
Driving Under Influence 42 62 73 45 74
Driving without License 74 101 168 107 169
Expired Driver’s License 6 11 17 6 21
Expired Tag 53 43 89 97 79
Failure to Yield ROW 31 20 22 29 24
Fleeing to Elude 3 8
Habitual Violator 6 1
Improper Left Turn/Passing 20 25 82 64 48
Improper Tag or No Tag 14 23 13 13 47
Improper Equipment 35 25 63 81 128
Improper Parking 32 16 14 13 14
Juvenile 155 160 178 50 43
Laying Drag 31 11 23 8 4
Leaving Scene of Accident 1 4 5 2 8
No Proof of Insurance/No Insurance 116 197 311 91 105
Obstruction of Officer 21 38 41 28 54
Permitting Driving Under Influence - 1 2 2
Permitting w/o License - 2 3 4
Permitting w/o Insurance - - - - 3
Public Drunkenness, Drunk/Disorderly 53 50 51 46 57
Revoked/Suspended License 73 84 142 85 120
Seatbelt Violation 37 31 52 9 70
Speeding 431 748 1,025 926 833
Stop Sign Violation 18 11 11 45 83
Theft, Burglary, Robbery 54 49 53 60 31
V.G.D.L. 18 25
Underage Consumption 26 5 26
V.G.S.C.A. 14 34 50 27 149
Warrants 42 38 76 46 127
Miscellaneous 158 216 316 239 376
Total 1,612 2,092 3,013 2,202 2,826

Source: Chatsworth Police Department
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Page 5-11



Inventory

City of Eton Police Department

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The Eton City
Police Department provides law enforcement within the city limits.

Facilities and Resources. The police station is located in Eton
City Hall at 3475 Highway 411 North. (See Figure 5-F on page 5-
13.) It contains office space and a courtroom/classroom.

The department has a Police Chief and two full-time officers, one of
whom is a detective. The City Clerk and part-time assistant to the
City Clerk assist the police department on an as-needed basis. The
City relies upon the Sheriff’'s department for support during any
hours when the Chief or officers are not available. Staff works on 3,
eight-hour shifts, with one officer per shift.

The department has four patrol cars and one, four-wheel-drive
vehicle. Vehicles are replaced based on the mileage on the car.
The most recent vehicle purchase was in March 2005.

Demand for Service. Traffic accidents are one of the primary types of incidents to which the
department responds.

Current and Future Needs. The Eton Police Department could use at least one additional officer on
the second shift, bringing the total number of officers to four. Other current needs include more modern
equipment and better training for officers.

Future needs include more officers, more equipment, and a larger police station.

Overall Demand for Law Enforcement Services

Table 5-H below provides data on the number of 911 dispatches to the various law enforcement agencies
in Murray County. All three agencies are showing an increase in the number of calls.

Table 5-H. Annual Law Enforcement Dispatches

2005
Type of Dispatch 2002 2003 2004 (through
6/23/05)
Murray County Sheriff's Department 24,224 24,708 28,004 19,409
Chatsworth Police Department 9,292 7,704 10,397 6,322
Eton Police Department 535 689 1,290 586

Source: Murray County 911
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Figure 5-F.
Public Safety Facilities
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5.1.6. Public Safety - Fire Protection/Emergency Medical

Services

Murray County Fire Department

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The
Murray County Fire Department serves all
unincorporated areas of Murray County. Services
include fire suppression and fire protection. Whitfield
County and the Cities of Chatsworth and Eton are within
the Department’s mutual aid area.

The Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating in Murray
County varies, depending upon the proximity of a
property to a fire station and fire hydrant. Properties
within a 5-mile radius of a fire station and within 1,000
feet of a fire hydrant have an ISO rating of 5. Other
properties have an I1SO rating of 9.

Facilities and Resources. The County Fire
Department has six fire stations and one training facility

Murray County Fire Department
Headquarters

as listed in Table 5-1 below. The locations are shown in Figure 5-F on page 5-13.

Table 5-I. Murray County Fire Department Facilities

- Approx. Year of Approx. Square A
Station Number and Address Construction Footage Facilities
1 810 G.I. Maddox Parkway 1991 4,800 SF _ three drive through bays,
living space, and office space
. two truck bays,
2 2411 Old Highway 411 2001 3,500 SF living space, and office space
3 1309 Walker Road 1990 2,400 SF _ Wwotruck bays,
living space, and office space
4 85 Shields Road 2003 4,000 SF _ . twotruck bays,
living space, and office space
three truck bays,
5 6620 225 South 2003 5,200 SF living space, and office space
6 9911 Highway 52 East 2001 2,400 SF _ two truck bays,
office space and classroom
Training geo i ghway 52 East 2000 8,350 SF _three truck bays and
Facility office and classroom space

Source: Murray County Fire Department

Department personnel include one full-time chief, 20 full-time career firefighters, 6 part-time career
firefighters, 65 volunteer firefighters, and one office person. Shifts operate 24 hours on, 48 hours off. All

stations are staffed 24 hours a day.

Vehicles include two 4WD command vehicles, one car, one pick-up truck, one 4WD mini-pumper, 1 F-800
service truck, seven pumpers, and five tankers. The department has two new pumpers on order to

replace two older trucks.

Page 5-14
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Current and Future Needs. Immediate needs include better hydrant coverage in the county.
Additional personnel would also be helpful as would a new station near the northwest school. Future
needs would involve more stations, pumpers, and personnel to keep up with growth in the county.
Ideally, all areas of the county should be within a five-mile radius of a fire station.

City of Chatsworth Fire Department

Operational Responsibility and Service Area.
The City of Chatsworth Fire Department provides fire
protection and suppression service within the city limits
of Chatsworth. The department became operational in
the mid-1920s.

Facilities and Resources. The fire station is located
at 503 North Third Avenue and was constructed in
1995 using SPLOST funding. It contains approximately
8,000 square feet and includes three drive through
vehicle bays, a kitchen, offices, classroom space,
sleeping quarters, TV room, work room, SCBA room,

and laundry. Chatsworth Fire Department

Department staff includes one full-time fire chief, 9 full-

time career firefighters, 14 part-time career firefighters, and one office clerk. Shifts operate 24 hours on
and 48 hours off.

Equipment include two engines, one ladder truck, one reserve pumper, and two staff vehicles.

Current and Future Needs. The department needs equipment for special operations (e.g. haz-mat,
rescue, WMD) as well as a heavy rescue truck.

Staffing needs include increasing on-duty staff to 4 per shift to meet OSHA standards of "2 in, 2 out.”
Long term needs include replacing an aging engine, hiring additional staff, and construction an additional
station to provide a 3-minute response time to 90% of the City.

City of Eton Fire Department

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The Eton Fire Department serves the City of Eton
and has mutual aid agreements with the City of Chatsworth and Murray County. The department became
operational in 1960. Eton has an ISO rating of 5 and a response time of under 5 minutes.

Facilities and Resources. The department is located at Eton City Hall, 3475 Highway 411 North. The
facility, which was built in 1985, includes two truck bays, one courtroom/classroom, and four offices.
Personnel include ten volunteer firefighters, a chief, and an assistant chief.

The department has two engines.

Current and Future Needs. All firefighters for the city are in the process of being certified or have

been certified. The goal is to have a full-time, paid staff on duty 24 hours a day. Hazmat certification for
firefighters is a short term goal. Future needs include a bigger fire station and more staff.
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Enhanced 911

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The 911 Department serves all of Murray County
including the Cities of Eton and Chatsworth. Dispatchers have the capability of providing radio
communications with all personnel in the three fire departments, EMS, the two city police departments,
the County Sheriff's department, the Georgia Emergency Management Agency, and the Georgia State
Patrol.

Facilities and Resources. The 911 office is located behind Murray County Station 1. Staff includes
one director, 16 full-time dispatchers, and 3 part-time dispatchers. Personnel work 12-hour shifts with
four dispatchers per shift. The department has access to a special "language line" which provides
interpreters on an "on call" basis.

Current and Future Needs. Currently, the department needs at least one additional dispatcher per
shift, for a total of four more personnel. It also needs a console that could be used for both working and
training. Facility needs include a larger 911 Center which would include more dispatch consoles and
office space. The department also needs a backup facility to serve as an alternate 911 location in the
event that the primary center becomes non-operational during an emergency situation.

Emergency Medical Services

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. Murray County EMS provides ambulance service to
all areas of Murray County.

Facilities and Resources. The EMS is based out of the Murray Medical Center. There are
approximately 30 full-time and part-time personnel who operate two 24-hour shifts, 7 days per week and
one 8-hour (day) shift from Monday through Friday.

Current and Future Needs. Consideration will be given in the future to locating an ambulance crew at
outlying fire stations.

Overall Demand for Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services

Table 5-J below provides data on the number of 911 dispatches to the three fire departments and the
EMS in Murray County.

Table 5-J. Annual Fire Department/EMS Dispatches

2005
Type of Dispatch 2002 2003 2004 (through
6/23/05)
Murray County Fire Department 1,945 1,955 2,042 972
Chatsworth Fire Department 410 422 416 203
Eton Fire Department 46 26 39 15
EMS 4,699 3,579 3,757 1,903

Source: Murray County 911
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5.1.7. Hospitals and Other Public Health Facilities
Murray Medical Center

Operational Responsibility and
Service Area. Murray Medical
Center is an acute care hospital
located in Chatsworth which serves
the citizens of Murray County. The
facility's parent corporation s
Hamilton Health Care System, Inc.

Facilities and Resources. Murray
Medical Center is located on Old
Dalton-Ellijay Road. Its campus is
illustrated in Figure 5-G. The 42-bed
hospital is staffed with the following
personnel:

® 11 local physicians,
® 10 emergency dept. physicians, . .

. 9 y dept. p y . Figure 5-G. Murray Medical Center
® 6 registered nurse practitioners, ) o ) N o

. (1: Emergency Dept. Entrance; 2: Outpatient Registration Entrance; 3: Murray

® 43 registered nurses, Medical Center Business Office; 4: Medical Office Building; 5: Physician's Specialty
® 15 licensed practical nurses, and Clinic, Murray Access Clinic, and Murray EMS Offices)
®

1 physician’s assistant.
Murray Medical Center provides the following services:

Ambulance/Murray EMS: service available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Emergency Department: staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Cardiopulmonary service including respiratory therapy treatments, stress testing, and EKG’s
Physician’s Specialty Clinic

Laboratory services

Nursing services including medical/surgical care and intensive care

Radiology Department services including diagnostic testing, CT scans, ultrasounds, magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI), and nuclear medicine

Surgery services including general surgery, ophthalmology, podiatry, laparoscopic procedures, Gl
services

Sleep Lab

© 0 PO

Demand for Services. The Emergency Department sees approximately 16,000 patients per year in six
rooms.

Current and Future Needs. The hospital needs at least 10 rooms to handle current patient volumes.
Current plans are to add 12 more rooms and 3 observation rooms to accommodate future growth. The
hospital has begun plans for an $8 million, five-year expansion that will include a new emergency room.

Website. www.murraymed.org
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Public Health Department

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The
Murray County Health Department is located at 709 Old
Dalton-Ellijay Road and serves all citizens of Murray
County. It is overseen by the Murray County Board of
Health which is comprised of seven members: Murray
County Commissioner, Mayor of Chatsworth, school
superintendent, local physician, and three other
appointed representatives.

A second site housing environmental health is located at
121 North Fourth Avenue in Chatsworth.

Facilities and Resources. The facility on Old Dalton-Ellijay Road contains a reception area, waiting
rooms, administrative offices, records room, nurses stations, examination rooms, and a lab.

The Health Department staff consists of the following:

environmental health specialists (3)
registered nurses (4)

licensed practical nurse (1)

nurse practitioner (1 full-time, 1 part-time)
interpreter (1)

clerical staff (6)

CECRCRCNCET)

Programs offered by the Health Department include the following:

perinatal case management
pre-natal care

well child check-ups

car seat fitting clinics and classes
family planning

hearing and vision screening
women’s health

immunizations

infectious disease monitoring

CRCRCRCNCRCRCR O

Demand for Services. Data related to the number of clients served is currently unavailable, but
demand for service has increased steadily.

Current and Future Needs. The Health Department has adequate space to meet its needs for the
next 3 to 5 years, but will likely need a larger facility after that time, particularly given the population
growth rate in the community.

Nursing Homes

Chatsworth Health Care Center is the only nursing home in Murray County. It has 120 beds and typically
there are a few vacancies at any particular time during the year. Most of the referrals to the nursing home
come from Hamilton Medical Center and the majority of the residents of the nursing home were residents
of Murray County prior to coming to the nursing home. The parent company of Chatsworth Health Care,
Inc. is Blue Ridge Nursing Homes, an Atlanta-based company.
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5.1.8. Recreation Facilities

Chatsworth/Murray County Recreation Department

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. Recreation services are provided to all county
residents by the Murray County Commission and the City of Chatsworth through the Murray County
Recreation Department. The recreation department has an agreement with the public school system to
use the school gymnasiums (excluding the gymnasium at the High School), while the schools can use the
department’s athletic fields.

Facilities and Resources. The o ; - : TS ot £ AT
Murray County Recreation JE J== L ; r.::'r:','.':';_.':,, Bert Felnw ey Feeds
Department main complex is ' b 101

located on Green Road in
Chatsworth. The center occupies
approximately 28 acres and
includes six ball fields, tennis
courts, basketball courts, a
covered picnic area, and two
playgrounds. Programs offered
by the department include
baseball, softball, soccer, football,

flag football, tennis, and g = e
cheerleading. L

o

T e

The Mur_ray County Communlt_y g
Center is expected to open in
May/June of 2005. Itis located on Figure 5-H. Petty-Fairy Valley Recreation Park

a 165-acre property off of Hyden

Tyler Road. (Part of this property is being used for the Georgia Sheriff's Association Boys’ Home). It
includes a 29,000 square foot building which contains two gymnasiums with bleachers, office space,
meeting rooms, an indoor track, and a fitness room. Construction of the building was funded through a
Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. It is anticipated that a group like the Boys and Girls Club of
America would be able to utilize the gymnasium and meeting rooms.

Murray County opened Petty-Fairy Valley Recreation Park, off US Highway 411 North, in 2001. This
park includes two baseball fields, two soccer/football fields, a lighted walking track, and picnic areas. The
general plan of the park is shown in Figure 5-H.

Recreation Department staff includes three full-time and one part-time office personnel, four full-time and
two part-time maintenance personnel, and two part-time night supervisors.

Demand for Service. The Recreation Department is Table 5-K. Participation in

busy all year providing a variety of programs to residents. Recreation Department Programs

Table 5-K provides information on the number of children Program # of

and youth who participated in the Department’s programs. d participants
Baseball, softball, 1000

Current and Future Needs. The Murray County tee ball (2005)

Recreation Department plans to develop the Community Football (2004) 183

Center property into a recreation complex with twelve Soccer (2004) 405

baseball/softball fields, four to six football/soccer fields, Basketball (2004/5) 600

playgrounds, lawn areas, picnic paV|I|.0ns, and a lighted Cheerleading (2004) 183

walking track. An additional gymnasium would also be

desirable. Source: Recreation Department
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Additions to the Petty-Fairy Valley Park include picnic tables and pavilions, a footbridge, a beach area,
nature trail, lawn area, and observation deck.

According to the park standards established by the National Recreation and Park Association, every
community of should have a park system of 6.25 to 10.5 acres per 1,000 persons. To meet this standard,
Murray County should have had between 266 and 447 acres of parks. By 2025, the County will need
between 496 and 833 acres of parks. Murray County currently has over 4,000 acres of park land
including Fort Mountain State Park.

Chatsworth City Park

Operational Responsibility and Service Area.
Chatsworth City Park, located between First and
Second Avenue and East Peach Tree Street and
Walnut Avenue, is maintained by the City of
Chatsworth and is open to the public from daylight
until dusk.

Facilities and Resources. The park is
approximately 3.5 acres and was officially dedicated
in 1996. It includes a fountain, gazebo, swings,
walking path, street lights, picnic tables, expansive
lawn areas, large shade trees, and parking. A
"section house," is located on the northeast corner of
the park property. It was built between 1905 and
1915 by the railroad as housing for its employees who
were responsible for maintaining the "section" of the
rail near Chatsworth. The section house is currently
being renovated. When complete, it will be used as a
museum.

Chatsworth City Park

Current and Future Needs. Work on the Section

House still needs to be completed. Future needs

include the addition of a few pocket parks in residential neighborhoods. These would be passive in
nature and include benches, trails, and lawn areas rather than active ballfields.

Eton City Park

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. Eton City Park, located on the grounds of the Old
Eton Elementary School, is maintained by the City of Eton and is open to the public from daylight until
dusk.

Facilities and Resources. The park includes two ball fields, a picnic pavilion, restrooms, playground
equipment, and lighted walking track.

The Eton County Fair is held annually at the park in September with food and craft vendors, a car show,
and other activities.

Current and Future Needs. Current needs at the park include an amphitheater, community center,
additional restrooms, and additional picnic shelters. The Old Eton Elementary Auditorium is currently
condemned, but could be renovated for use by the community as well. Future plans include a small park
with access to Mill Creek that would be linked to the existing park via sidewalks and walking trails. (See
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Figure 5-1 below.) The trails along the creek could provide an opportunity for public education on the
value of water resources.

S W 0 7 i i, | T o —.'. .-n::. % g 038y -'J.'I

Figure 5-1I. General concept for a possible future walking trail and park in Eton.

Fort Mountain State Park

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. Fort
Mountain State Park is operated by the State Parks and
Historic Sites Division of the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources.

Facilities and Resources. The park contains 3,712
acres and includes the following facilities:

70 tent, trailer, and RV campsites

4 walk-in campsites

6 platform campsites

15 cottages

1, 17-acre lake with a swimming beach
7 picnic shelters

1 group shelter

1 pioneer campground

primitive campsites

OOV

Website. http://www.gastateparks.org/info/fortmt/
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Lake Conasauga Recreation Area

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The USDA Forest Service is responsible for the Lake
Conasauga Recreation Area.

Facilities and Resources. The Recreation Area is located in the Chattahoochee National Forest, and
includes a 19-acre lake as well as the following facilities:

® 35 campsites

® 17 picnic tables with grills

® 2 picnic shelters

® 4.9 miles of hiking and backpacking trails
® fishing and boating

The area opens in mid-April and closes in late October and the gates open at 7 a.m. and close at 10 p.m.
daily.

Demand for Service. The recreation area had approximately 20,000 visitors in 2004. The number of
visitors has declined slightly over the past several years.

Website. http://www.fs.fed.us/conf/lkcnacmp

Carters Lake

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The US Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, is
responsible for Carters Lake.

Facilities and Resources. There are ten recreation areas scattered around Carters Lake providing
opportunities for camping, boating, fishing, swimming, and hiking.

Demand for Service. Table 5-L shows the annual number of visitors to Carters Lake during the years
1999 — 2004. From January through April of 2005, more people visited Carters Lake than visited during
the same months in any other year on record. According to the Corps, weather and gas prices will
determine whether this upward trend continues throughout the year.

Table 5-L. Total Visitors to Carters Lake

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Number of Visitors 632,438 579,501 627,553 599,437 566,310 551,580

Source: Corps of Engineers

Website. http://carters.sam.usace.army.mil

Golf Courses

There are two public golf courses in Murray County: Indian Trace and Spring Lakes. Indian Trace Golf
Course is located on Mitchell Bridge Road and includes an 18-hole course, driving range, pro shop, pro-

assistant, and snack bar. Spring Lakes Golf Club is located on Spring Place/Smyrna Road and includes
an 18-hole golf course, driving range, pro shop, and restaurant.
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5.1.9. General Government Facilities

Murray County

Facilities and Resources. Murray
County government offices are located
in several places in downtown
Chatsworth. The County Courthouse is
located in the center of the town square.
The Courthouse Annex is located just
west of the Main Courthouse and
houses the offices of the County
Commissioner, the Board of Assessors,
and Board of Elections. To the south of
the County Courthouse is the Probate
Court Building.

Current and Future Needs. The
County needs additional administrative
office space, a handicap accessible
courtroom, a juvenile courtroom, and a
waiting room. Security in all of the
buildings needs to be improved. More
space is also needed for elections,
particularly given the popularity of early
voting. The current voting office can
only accommodate two voters at a time.

Murray County Government Facilities in Downtown
Chatsworth

To accommodate existing needs, the County leases office space. Currently, the County has no plans to
expand general government facilities.

Website. None.

» - . = ,.___*_' - =
Murray County Courthouse Courthouse Annex Probate Court Building
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City of Chatsworth

Facilities and Resources. Chatsworth City Hall is
located at 503 North Third Avenue. The facility was
built in 1988 and houses the offices of the Mayor, City
Clerk, and Building Inspector as well as Council
Chambers and a courtroom.

Current and Future Needs. The City has adequate
space to handle its needs for the planning period, but
could use a larger courtroom.

Website. None.

City of Eton

Facilities and Resources. Eton City Hall is currently
located at 3475 Highway 411 North. The facility houses
all City government offices as well as the Police and Fire
Departments.

Current and Future Needs. The City has a severe
shortage of space and is making plans to move to a new
location. The new facility will be shared with the City
Police Department.

Website. None.

Page 5-24

Chatsworth City Hall
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5.1.10. Education Facilities

Murray County Public Schools

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The Murray County School System is governed by an
elected board of education of seven members with an appointed superintendent. The school system
serves all of Murray County, including the cities of Chatsworth and Eton.

Facilities, Resources, and Capacity. In the 2003/2004 school year, the Murray County school system
had a total of 527 full-time certified staff members including 26 administrators, 468 pre-K through grade
12 teachers, and 33 support personnel. There were also 29 part-time certified personnel in 2003/2004
school year.

There are nine schools in the Murray County school system. These are listed in Table 5-M below. Their

locations are shown in Figure 5-J on the following page. All of the schools are operating at or near
capacity.

Table 5-M. Murray County Public School System Facilities

School Enrolimentx
Chatsworth Elementary Pre-K to Grade 5 698
Coker Elementary Pre-K to Grade 5 849
Eton Elementary Pre-K to Grade 5 817
Northwest Elementary Pre-K to Grade 5 809
Spring Place Elementary Pre-K to Grade 5 792
Bagley Middle School Grades 6to 8 1,084
Gladden Middle School Grades 6to 8 735
Murray County High School Grades 9 to 12 839
Alternative School 28
TOTAL 7,651

Source: Murray County Schools. *These figures represent a 100-day count.

Transportation. The school system has a total of 77 buses for transporting students from home to
school. There are 58 regular bus routes. The remaining 19 buses are spares which are used when a
regular bus is undergoing maintenance or is being repaired. The school system purchases an average of
six new buses per year to replace aging vehicles. Approximately 59% of the student population ride
buses to school.
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Demand for Services. Student enrollment in
Murray County public schools has increased at a
steady rate over the past several years as
illustrated in Figure 5-K to the right. Between the
1998/99 and 2003/04 school years, enroliment
increased by an average of 201 students per
year.

Student enrollment by grade is fairly equal in the
elementary and middle schools with most grades
have between 550 and 650 students. Student
enrollment declines beginning in tenth grade as
illustrated in Figure 5-K below. Tracking the
class of 2004 for example, shows that there were
602 students in the class of 2004 who were in the
ninth grade in the 2000/01 school year. By the
time the class of 2004 reached their senior year,
there were only 293 enrolled.

Element 5: Community Facilities
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Figure 5-K. Total Enrollment in Murray
County Schools (Fall Enroliment)

Source: Georgia Department of Education, School Report Cards
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Figure 5-K. Enrollment by Grade in Murray County Schools

Current and Future Needs.

The schools system is in the process of building another elementary

school on property adjacent to Bagley Middle School. The target date for opening that school is 2006.

The Murray County School System has a goal of establishing a "non-disruptive alternative school" for
middle and high school students by the 2007/2008 school year. Such a school would serve between 150
and 300 students and would be geared toward those who are not able to function well in a traditional
school environment, but could succeed in an alternative school.
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Table 5-N below provides an estimate of the number of schools that will be needed in Murray County by
the year 2025. This estimate is based upon population projections presented in the population element of
this plan.

Table 5-N. Projection of School Needs by 2025

Kindergarten through Grade 5 6,327 800 7.91
Grades 6-8 3,249 1,000 3.25
Grades 9-12 4,142 1,200 3.45

*This population estimate assumes that 95% of school-aged children are enrolled in public school.

Website. http://www.murray.k12.ga.us/

5.1.11. Colleges, Universities, and Vocational Training
Facilities

Facilities and Resources. Currently there are no colleges, universities, or vocational/technical training
schools located in Murray County. Facilities within 65 miles of downtown Chatsworth are listed in Table
5-0O below.

Table 5-0. Colleges and Universities within 65 Driving Miles of Downtown Chatsworth

Dalton State College Dalton, GA 16 www.daltonstate.edu
Lee University Cleveland, TN 36 www.leeuniversity.edu
Cleveland State Community College Cleveland, TN 39 www.clevelandstatecc.edu
Northwestern Technical College Rock Spring, GA 40 www.nwtcollege.org
Reinhardt College Waleska, GA 42 www.reinhardt.edu
University of Tennessee - Chattanooga Chattanooga, TN 45 www.utc.edu
Appalachian Technical College Jasper, GA 45 www.apptec.org
Southern Adventist University Collegedale, TN 48 www.southern.edu
Berry College Mt. Berry, GA 63 www.berry.edu

North Georgia College and State University Dahlonega, GA 63 www.ngcsu.edu

North Georgia Technical College Blairsville, GA 63 www.ngtcollege.org
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5.1.12. Library and Other Cultural Facilities

Chatsworth-Murray County Library

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. The
Chatsworth-Murray County Library is part of the
Northwest Georgia Regional Library System. Annual
operating funding for the library is provided by Murray
County, Chatsworth, and the Board of Education. Board
of Education funding is used for the bookmobile.

Facilities and Resources. The library is located at
706 Old Dalton-Ellijay Road in Chatsworth. It is open
Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM and on
Saturday from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

The current facility was originally built in 1979 and
included 3,980 square feet. It was remodeled in 2002
when 2,632 square feet were added bringing the total
square footage to 6,615.

The Chatsworth-Murray County
Library Genealogy Room

The following facilities and services are offered at the library: genealogy room, computers, copiers, fax
service, children’s story time, vacation reading club, notary, and voter registration.

Library staff includes four full-time and one part-time personnel.

As of April 2005, the library had 33,409 items on the shelf, including books, magazines, video tapes, and
other materials.

Demand for Service. In 2004, the library had 8,840 patrons. 34,328 books were checked out during
that year.

Current and Future Needs. To accommodate population growth, additional space will be needed at
the library. In terms of collection standards, the State of Georgia distinguishes between "essential,” "full,"
and "comprehensive" service libraries. Table 5-P provides information regarding these standards. As
this table illustrates, Murray County is significantly below the standard for an "essential services" library in
terms of volumes per capita and circulation per capita.

Table 5-P. Library Level of Service

Type of Library Murray County
Comprehensive Full Essential (Rate in 2004)
Volumes Per Capita 5 3 2 33,409 ) 40,556 = 0.82
Circulation per Capita 12 11-7 6 34,328 ) 40,556 = 0.85
Average Circulation _
per Item Owned 3 2 1 34,328 ) 33,409 = 1.03

The recommended size for a library, based upon State standards, is 0.6 square feet per capita. To meet
this standard, the library should currently be at least 25,500 square feet. By 2025, it should be 47,600
square feet in size.

Website. www.ngrl.org/murray.html
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Murray County Senior Center

Operational Responsibility and Service Area. Murray County owns and operates the Murray
County Senior Center. The facility is open to all senior citizens in Murray County.

Facilities and Resources. The Murray County Senior Center building, located at 820 G. |I. Maddox
Parkway, was built in 1991. The building contains an estimated 12,000 square feet and includes the
following facilities:

commercial kitchen
dining area
card/game room
pool room

exercise room
transportation office
sitting room
ceramics/craft room
kiln room

three storage rooms

(CECACRCECNCRCRCNCN®)

Services provided by the Senior Center include congregate meals, exercise classes, ceramics classes,
bingo, Rook, health screenings, health programs, devotional time, and special parties.

The Senior Center has two full-time and one part-time staff members as well as numerous volunteers.
Demand for Service. The Senior Center serves approximately 51 citizens daily.

Current and Future Needs. Short term needs include expansion of the pool room, and the addition of
an exercise room, transportation office, and more storage closets. A bigger dishwasher is also needed.

Long term needs and goals include a walking track, walk-in refrigerators and freezers, and an expanded
walk in pantry.
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5.2. Assessment of Current and Future Needs

In Section 5.1, the capacity, performance, general condition, and expected life of the community facilities
and services in Murray County, Chatsworth, and Eton was provided. This assessment of current and
future community facilities and services needs involves the following:

©)

©)

®
®

an analysis of the data provided in Section 5.1., including consideration of the implications of
historical trends, current conditions, and 20-year forecasts,

an evaluation of this data in terms of its significance to the community and its relevance to other plan
elements,

a statement(s) of current and future needs base upon projections of future growth, and

an assessment of how these needs may affect or be affected by other elements.

This assessment can be completed by answering the following questions which were derived from
Section 110-12-1-.0 4(12)(e)2.(ii) of Georgia’s Minimum Local Planning Standards.

Are existing facilities and current levels of service adequate to meet the current needs of the community
and how can the utilization of existing facilities be optimized (e.g. through conservation measures, multi-
purpose uses, increased productivity, extended operating hours) as an alternative to expanding existing
facilities to meet community needs and goals?

Are existing facilities and current levels of service adequate to meet the future needs of the community or
will improvements be needed to accommodate anticipated population and economic growth?

These questions are answered in Section 5.2.1. and 5.2.2.

5.2.1. Are existing facilities and current levels of service
adequate to meet the current needs of the community and
how can the utilization of existing facilities be optimized as
an alternative to expanding existing facilities to meet
community needs and goals?

Most of the existing public facilities are used at or near capacity. Alternatives for expanding capacity
without the construction of new facilities is limited; however, a capital facilities maintenance plan would be
beneficial to ensure that facilities are well-maintained and can be safely used for as long as possible.
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5.2.2. Are existing facilities and current levels of service
adequate to meet the future needs of the community or will
improvements be needed to accommodate anticipated
population and economic growth?

Growth in Murray County is occurring at a rapid pace and new facilities and the addition of staff are
needed in several key areas to meet both current and future needs. Table 5-Q and Table 5-R list the
potential needs of the community for the years 2015 and 2025.

Table 5-Q. Potential City and County Community Facilities and Services Needs (Personnel)

C it Current Desired Current
- c;:iT n;;::_v‘: - Level of Level of Service 2015 Needs 2025 Needs
4 Service total # rate
1 officer per shift . )
e 4 patrol 6 patrol 9 patrol officers 11 patrol officers
A7 €, SIS | BT P officers/shift officers/shift pr)eérZE)onzo per shift per shift
. 12 FT officers 12 full-time 1 officer per . . . .
Chatsworth Police Department (excl. Chief) officers 330 persons 14 full-time officers 17 full-time officers
. 2 FT officers 3 full-time ) ... | 2 officers per shift or 3 officers per shift or
S 98 S RETIT ST (excl. Chief) officers 1 officer per shift 6 full-time officers 9 full-time officers
111FT

Murray County Fire Department

Chatsworth Fire Department

Eton Fire Department

firefighters per
station per shift
(excl. Chief)
3 FT firefighters
per shift
(excl. Chief)
0.67 FT
firefighters per

4 FT firefighters
per station per
shift
4 FT firefighters
per station per
shift
4 FT firefighters
per station per

72 FT firefighters
(6 stations)

84 FT firefighters
(7 stations)

24 FT firefighters
(2 stations)

12 FT firefighters

92 FT firefighters
(8 stations)

24 FT firefighters
(2 stations)

12 FT firefighters

shift (incl. Chief Shift (1 station) (1 station)
& Asst. Chief)
1 FT nurse (incl.
. RN, LPN, and 1 FT nurse per
Public Health Department NP) per 7,000 7,000 persons 9 FT nurses 11 FT nurses
persons
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Table 5-R. Potential Community Facilities and Services Needs (Capital Projects)

Element 5: Community Facilities

Community
Facility /Service

Potential Project

Needed by 2015

Needed by 2025

Water System

Sewerage System

Solid Waste Management
Law Enforcement — County
Law Enforcement — Eton
Fire Protection — County
Fire Protection — Chatsworth
EMS

Hospital (private)

Public Health Department

Public Parks
Library

Government Facilities — County

Government Facilities — Eton

Public Schools

water withdrawal increase by 0.5 MGD
water treatment capacity increase by 0.5 MGD
wastewater treatment/discharge increase

capacity by 1.0 MGD

Additional Convenience Centers (2)

Correctional Facility Expansion

Dedicated Police Dept. Headquarters

Satellite Stations (2)
Satellite Station (1)

Satellite Stations (2)
Expanded Facility

Additional Square Footage
New or Expanded Park in Eton
New Pocket Parks in Chatsworth
Expanded Facility
Additional Circulating Materials
Additional Office Space
Handicap Accessible Courtroom

New City Hall/Police Station

Alternative School
New Elementary Schools
New Middle School
New High School

556 S 666 66 BOOOO6 O O

3]

£6 & ©

®

56 ® ©5®

566
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5.3. Community Goals
and Implementation Program

To support and achieve the community’s joint vision statement, Murray County and the Cities of
Chatsworth and Eton have developed the following community facilities goal and associated policies and

action items:

Goal: Public facilities which have the capacity, and which are in place when needed, to support
and attract growth and development and maintain and enhance the quality of life of all residents

in the community.

Policy 1: Regional Solutions.* Regional
solutions should be used when needs are

shared by more than one local jurisdiction,
particularly where this will result in greater
efficiency and less cost to the taxpayer.

Action Items:
a. Investigate multi-jurisdictional use of water supply
sources and wastewater treatment facilities.

Policy 2: Water Supply and Sewerage.
Assure an adequate and economical system
of water supply and sewerage for the growth
and development needs of the cities and
county.

Action Items:

a. Develop and implement a Water and Sewer
Facilities Master Plan.

b. Investigate and pursue options for alternative water
sources.

c. Continue to make system-wide improvements.

Policy 3: Solid Waste Management.
Manage solid waste activities in a manner
consistent with State requirements and the
Joint Solid Waste Management Plan.

Action ltems:

a. Update, adopt, and maintain the Solid Waste Management
Plan.

b. Expand recycling opportunities.

c. Provide new convenience centers to meet demand.

Policy 4: Public Safety. Provide excellent
emergency management and law enforcement
services commensurate with the unique needs of
the area.

Action Items:

a. Expand the jail.

b. Hire additional officers in all three law enforcement
agencies, including more drug enforcement officers
and school resources officers.

c. Ensure law enforcement officers have adequate
equipment and training.

d. Construct a combined Police Station/City Hall in
Eton.

e. Improve hydrant coverage in the county.

f.  Build a new county fire station near Northwest
Elementary School.

g. Build a second fire station in Chatsworth to serve the
western part of the city.

h. Convert the Eton City Hall to the fire department
headquarters.

i. Hire additional firefighters in all three departments.

j-  Continue to improve ambulance service by
increasing the number of units.

k. Develop a back-up 911 location.
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Element 5: Community Facilities

Policy 5: Public Health Facilities. Support
improvements in the area’s health care system.

Action Items:

a. Support the expansion of Murray Medical Center.

b. Investigate the need for an expanded Health
Department facility.

Policy 6: Recreation. Provide recreation
facilities and programs that meet both the active
and passive recreational needs of community’s
residents.

Action Items:

a. Complete the development of the County Recreation
Complex and continue to expand the facility as
needed.

b. Provide additional facilities at the Petty-Fairy Valley
Recreation Park and expand the park to include the
property on the northern side of Sumac Creek.

c. Complete work on the Section House at the City
Park.

d. Develop pocket parks in residential neighborhoods.

e. Construct an amphitheater, community center,
additional restrooms, and additional picnic shelters
at the Eton City Park.

f. Develop a park with access to Mill Creek and link it
to the existing park via sidewalks and trails.

Policy 7: Government Facilities. Expand
and/or construct well-designed government
facilities to meet the demands of the growing
population.

Action Items:

a. Retrofit the existing County Courthouse to provide
handicap accessibility to the courtroom or construct
a new courtroom.

b. Improve security at the County Courthouse.

c. Expand County Government facilities to provide for
more space for administration, elections, and
juvenile court.

d. Obtain a facility to use as a combined Eton City
Hall/Police Station.

Policy 8: Education Facilities. Provide

excellent educational facilities and instruction.

Action Items:

a. Through a partnership of the school system,
community leaders, citizen advisory groups, and
businesses, undertake programs to raise educational
levels in the county.

b. Locate new school facilities through coordination
between the school board and the local
governments.

Policy 9: Library and Other Public
Facilities. Support the expansion of the
library and other cultural facilities and
programs in keeping with population growth.

Action Items:

a. Support the construction and operation of the
Georgia Sheriff's Association Boys’ Home.

b. Build a community center at Eton City Park.

Continue to expand the Senior Center.

Continue to expand the library facility and resources.

oo

* A DCA “Quality Communities” Objective
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