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	Solicitation for Volunteers for 

Annexation Arbitration Panels

	

	The Georgia Department of Community Affairs is seeking volunteers to serve as Arbitration Panelists in city/county annexations.

Recent legislation (House Bill 2- O.C.G.A. 36-36-110-119) requires the maintenance by the Department of Community Affairs of three “pools” of trained volunteers to be empanelled as needed in cases of disputed municipal annexations. 

The three pools are to be comprised of:

· County elected officials- current or serving within the last six years; 

· City elected officials- current or serving within the last six years, and: 

· Academics- persons with a Masters or higher degree in Planning or Public Administration, and currently employed by an institution of higher learning in this state (other than the Carl Vinson Institute of Government). 

Prior to being eligible to serve on a panel, persons interested in serving must receive certain training, as specified by the law. The Vinson Institute offers a free one-day course covering the specific requirements of HB2, alternate dispute resolution techniques, and planning, zoning and land use issues, to qualified volunteers. To learn more about the training and to register, please visit their website: http://www.vinsoninstitute.org.   

To learn more about HB 2 and the legal requirements of this dispute resolution process, please see O.C.G.A. Title 36, Chapter 36, Article 7, Sections 110-119, at the Lexis-Nexis website: http://www.lexis-nexis.com/hottopics/gacode/default.asp.

The Department of Community Affairs and your State need you to serve in this important process. Time commitment will be minimal and a per diem will be paid for actual service on a panel, if selected from the pool. 



	Thank you in advance for your assistance, and your commitment to community service. Please contact the our office at pemd.opgqa@dca.ga.gov or 404-679-5279 to volunteer, or if you have any questions.
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