NSP Local Applicant Citizen Participation Requirements


As required by the Housing and Community Development Act, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs has adopted a written Citizen Participation Plan, available on the DCA website at http://www.dca.state.ga.us/communities/CDBG/programs/downloads/CDBGForms/Citizen ParticipationPlan.pdf.

Applicants for and recipients of CDBG/NSP funds certify that they will follow this plan that requires that local units of government will provide for and encourage participation in the planning, implementation and assessment of their CDBG/NSP program.

In order to meet these goals, applicants must, at a minimum, meet the following requirements. 

1. Hold at least one (1) public hearing in the locality prior to submission of an application to DCA. The purpose of the hearing will be to obtain citizens’ views and input in the development of their Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) application. The applicant must furnish information including the estimated amount of funds proposed to be used for each NSP activity.

Note:  For joint or regional applications, separate public hearings for each jurisdiction are required. A single public hearing, however, may serve the needs of each jurisdiction, provided that (a) each jurisdiction shares a central location and (b) the hearing is clearly publicized to residents of all applicable jurisdictions. If a single hearing is proposed, please contact DCA for guidance.

2. Notification of the public hearing must be published not less than five (5) calendar days prior to the date of the hearing in the non-legal section of a local newspaper of general circulation or on the jurisdiction’s web page.

3. Hearings must be held at times and locations convenient to potential or actual beneficiaries and with accommodations for the disabled. The needs of non-English speaking residents must be met for public hearings where a significant number of non-English speaking residents can be reasonably expected to participate. Contact DCA for any required assistance.

4. Applicant files must contain documentary evidence that the actions listed herein have been taken, including copies of actual notices and minutes of hearings. 

5. Citizens must be provided with reasonable and timely access to local meetings, information and records relating to the local government's proposed and actual use of CDBG/NSP funds as required by HUD regulations, state law, or DCA policy. 

6. This section should not be construed to restrict the responsibility or authority of the local government for the development and execution of its community development program. 

7. The applicant must certify in the Certified Assurances component of the application that the requirements above have been met.
