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0.0.0.0: Preliminaries
PURPOSE

This Atkinson County and Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan 2025
(referred to hereinafter as the Plan) provides local elected officials with baseline
information to support informed decision making to manage and guide the future growth,
economic development, environmental protection, and future patterns of land use in
Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee.

The Plan recognizes the autonomy of the local governments and their elected officials,
and their responsibilities to their constituents, while also recognizing the commonality
and interdependence of many planning and decision-making functions.

The Plan represents the three jurisdictions' participation in and contributions to the
coordinated planning process as set forth by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989.
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0.5.0.0: Introduction
Brief History of Atkinson County

Atkinson County's earliest occupants were Indians of a pre-Creek civilization; possibly of
the Muskhogean cultures. The Creek Indians later occupied the territory. The last Indian
stand in the area was about 1 1/2 miles from the town of Willacoochee on the Alapaha
River. The story states that so many Indians were massacred that the river ran red with
blood. The earliest settlers were comprised of Revolutionary soldiers or their families.

The territory was rich with virgin pines, which the settlers used to construct homes, later
contributing largely to the economy of Atkinson County. The Satilla River was the main
link to the coast. The first loggers were the Tanner, Gillis, and Griffis families of
Atkinson County. The men would raft the logs down the Satilla River to Burnt Fort.
Atkinson County was created from parts of Clinch and Coffee Counties on August 15,
1917. Atkinson County was the 151st county formed with only 8 more counties to follow.
The county was named for William Yates Atkinson, Georgia's governor from 1894-1898.
The following counties border it; Clinch, Coffee, Lanier, Berrien, and Ware. Atkinson
County towns are Pearson, the county seat; Axson, once known as McDonald's Mill;
Willacoochee; and Kirkland.

The Brunswick and Western Railroad constructed around 1875, brought a period of
growth to these towns. The Brunswick and Western Railroad later became the Atlantic
Coastline. The Brunswick-Western and the Georgia-Florida Railroads intersected in
Willacoochee.

Pearson was incorporated December 27, 1890 and was named after Benejah Pearson, the
grandfather of Pearson's first mayor Jeff Kirkland. The city first surveyed by R.D.
Meador, had 31(1-acre) blocks; 4 blocks east and 8 blocks north. In 1898, T.B. Marshall
surveyed the city again into a perfect square using the railroad as a dividing line.

Pearson had a post office before Douglas due to the railroad. The postmaster from
Douglas had to travel to Pearson to collect the mail. Pearson's first postmaster was a Mr.
Holtzendorff. A Mr. Roland began the newspaper, The Pearson Tribune, in 1915. It's
earliest editor, B.T. Allen. The Atkinson County Citizen began publication in September
1954 by Bird Yarbrough. Willacoochee, formerly known as Danielsville, was the first
town chartered in Atkinson County on November 12, 1889.

Willacoochee is an Indian name believed to mean wildcat. Willacoochee also had a
newspaper between 1910-1930 known as "The Willacoochee Times" and other various
names.

Axson was named McDonald's Mill for the McDonald's large sawmill. When the county
was created, the name was changed in honor of President Woodrow Wilson's wife. About
1875 a small railroad was built connecting Axson and Douglas.
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undertaken and/or completed to meet existing needs and achieve future goals, and Future
Land Use Plan for Atkinson County.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
In accordance with the Minimum Planning Standards and Procedures, a public hearing
was held April 28th at 5:30 p.m. in the conference room of the Atkinson County
Commission, and a second public hearing was held October 19th at 5:00 p.m. in the
conference room of the Atkinson County Commission. Copies of the two notices are
enclosed.
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1.0.0.0: Population

The Population Element provides Atkinson County, Pearson, and Willacoochee the
opportunity to assess trends in population growth or decline, and in the demographic
characteristics of our respective populations. This information, merged with
information in the Natural and Cultural resources element that identifies constraints
and/or opportunities affecting future development, forms a foundation for the
Economic Development, Community Facilities and Services, Transportation, Housing
and Land Use Elements of the Plan. This information will assist Atkinson County,
Pearson, and Willacoochee in determining community service and infrastructure
needs, employment opportunities and housing needed to support the existing and
future population. In addition, this element may be used as a basis for determining
desired growth rate, population densities and development patterns that are
consistent with the goals and policies established in the other Plan elements.
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1.1.0.0: Inventory

Atkinson County Comprehensive Plan

Inventory of Existing Conditions

Total Population

Table 1-1

Atkinson County: Total Population

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Population 6142 6213 7609

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census.

Table 2-1

Pearson city: Total Population for Cities

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Population 1509 1714 1805

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 3-1

Willacoochee city: Total Population for Cities

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Population 1183 1205 1434

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 4-1

Atkinson County: Total Population

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 6,150 6,332 6,216 6,880 7,614 7,677 7,733 7,808 7,864 7,923 7,994 8,049 8,108 8,165 8,246 8,587 8,955 9,343

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Table 5-1

DataView: GA Total Population

1985 1990 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2015

5,962,720 6,506,530 7,323,980 8,229,820 8,338,460 8,449,130 8,560,620 8,670,510 8,784,650 8,895,580 9,008,670 9,122,070 9,235,630 9,349,660 9,940,380

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Table 6-1

DataView: US Total Population

1990 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

249,464,000 266,086,000 282,125,000 284,844,000 287,635,000 290,459,000 293,229,000 296,135,000 298,933,000 301,819,000 304,712,000 307,603,000 310,519,000

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.
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Table 7-1

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Households

Table 8-1

Atkinson County: Total Number of Households

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 2008 2241 2729

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 9-1

Pearson city: Total Number of Households City

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 494 614 639

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 10-1

Willacoochee city: Total Number of Households City

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 387 452 517

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 11-1

Atkinson County: Number of Households

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 2,025 2,086 2,223 2,454 2,730 2,870 3,004 3,129 3,235 3,327

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Comparison of Population Growth (% Change)

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Atkinson
County 2% 3% -1% 11% 11% 10% 4% 4% 4% 4%

Georgia 8% 9% 9% 1% 1% 7% 6% 6% 6% 6%
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Table 12-1

Pearson: Average Household Size

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Persons per Household 3.030 3.030 2.790 2.790 2.770 2.740 2.730 2.730 2.750 2.790

Source: Woods & Poole Economics

Table 13-1

Willacoochee: Average Household Size

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Persons per Household 3.030 3.030 2.790 2.790 2.770 2.740 2.730 2.730 2.750 2.790

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Table 14-1

DataView: GA Number of Households

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 1,886,550 2,124,630 2,380,830 2,684,490 3,022,410 3,265,030 3,501,380 3,727,580 3,929,140 4,108,410

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Table 15-1

Atkinson County: Average Household Size

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Persons per Household 3.030 3.030 2.790 2.790 2.770 2.740 2.730 2.730 2.750 2.790

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Table 16-1

DataView: GA Avg Household Size

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Persons per Household 2.830 2.730 2.660 2.650 2.650 2.610 2.590 2.590 2.600 2.630

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc

Age Distribution

Table 17-1
Atkinson County: Population by Age

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Population 6142 6213 7609

0 – 4 Years Old 638 496 724

5 – 13 Years Old 883 954 1134

14 – 17 Years Old 590 418 438

18 – 20 Years Old 327 298 431

21 – 24 Years Old 379 368 379

25 – 34 Years Old 850 949 1175

35 – 44 Years Old 712 772 1118

45 – 54 Years Old 533 738 844

55 – 64 Years Old 556 489 656

65 Years and Over 671 731 710

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Table 18-1
Pearson city: Age Distribution for Cities

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Population 1509 1714 1805

0 – 4 Years Old 157 148 224

5 – 13 Years Old 217 293 261

14 – 17 Years Old 145 129 78

18 – 20 Years Old 80 73 100

21 – 24 Years Old 94 110 133

25 – 34 Years Old 209 252 272

35 – 44 Years Old 175 179 208

45 – 54 Years Old 131 200 256

55 – 64 Years Old 137 121 144

65 Years and Over 165 209 165

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 19-1
Willacoochee city: Age Distribution for Cities

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Population 1183 1205 1434

0 – 4 Years Old 123 88 162

5 – 13 Years Old 170 184 204

14 – 17 Years Old 113 70 86

18 – 20 Years Old 63 73 81

21 – 24 Years Old 73 63 78

25 – 34 Years Old 164 182 200

35 – 44 Years Old 137 153 214

45 – 54 Years Old 102 120 143

55 – 64 Years Old 107 106 148

65 Years and Over 128 166 143

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Table 20-1
Atkinson County: Age Distribution

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 6,150 6,332 6,216 6,880 7,614 7,923 8,246 8,587 8,955 9,343

Age 0 to 4 537 542 512 575 720 572 622 681 704 708

Age 5 to 9 513 501 501 517 627 743 589 636 696 726

Age 10 to 14 629 589 561 629 601 637 759 594 649 719

Age 15 to 19 672 571 489 551 629 616 654 787 612 675

Age 20 to 24 467 521 491 552 564 636 604 640 791 609

Age 25 to 29 451 521 496 505 585 596 637 595 635 791

Age 30 to 34 401 450 463 535 574 581 587 622 583 621

Age 35 to 39 370 418 418 497 579 557 560 570 603 568

Age 40 to 44 342 357 392 433 518 557 538 547 552 592

Age 45 to 49 262 292 345 400 457 511 551 533 541 551

Age 50 to 54 271 288 316 394 399 449 506 545 529 539

Age 55 to 59 276 272 249 285 357 368 418 472 510 501

Age 60 to 64 282 278 240 269 299 332 348 393 451 493

Age 65 to 69 287 256 219 188 219 269 303 321 367 426

Age 70 to 74 183 219 233 209 172 181 227 259 279 324

Age 75 to 79 116 150 174 176 126 134 143 183 212 230

Age 80 to 84 60 70 81 102 102 90 98 105 139 165

Age 85 & Over 31 37 36 63 86 94 102 104 102 105

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Table 21-1

Atkinson County: Population

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Age 0 to 4 8.73% 8.56% 8.24% 8.36% 9.46% 7.22% 7.54% 7.93% 7.86% 7.58%

Age 5 to 9 8.34% 7.91% 8.06% 7.51% 8.23% 9.38% 7.14% 7.41% 7.77% 7.77%

Age 10 to 14 10.23% 9.30% 9.03% 9.14% 7.89% 8.04% 9.20% 6.92% 7.25% 7.70%

Age 15 to 19 10.93% 9.02% 7.87% 8.01% 8.26% 7.77% 7.93% 9.17% 6.83% 7.22%

Age 20 to 24 7.59% 8.23% 7.90% 8.02% 7.41% 8.03% 7.32% 7.45% 8.83% 6.52%

Age 25 to 29 7.33% 8.23% 7.98% 7.34% 7.68% 7.52% 7.72% 6.93% 7.09% 8.47%

Age 30 to 34 6.52% 7.11% 7.45% 7.78% 7.54% 7.33% 7.12% 7.24% 6.51% 6.65%

Age 35 to 39 6.02% 6.60% 6.72% 7.22% 7.60% 7.03% 6.79% 6.64% 6.73% 6.08%

Age 40 to 44 5.56% 5.64% 6.31% 6.29% 6.80% 7.03% 6.52% 6.37% 6.16% 6.34%

Age 45 to 49 4.26% 4.61% 5.55% 5.81% 6.00% 6.45% 6.68% 6.21% 6.04% 5.90%

Age 50 to 54 4.41% 4.55% 5.08% 5.73% 5.24% 5.67% 6.14% 6.35% 5.91% 5.77%

Age 55 to 59 4.49% 4.30% 4.01% 4.14% 4.69% 4.64% 5.07% 5.50% 5.70% 5.36%

Age 60 to 64 4.59% 4.39% 3.86% 3.91% 3.93% 4.19% 4.22% 4.58% 5.04% 5.28%

Age 65 to 69 4.67% 4.04% 3.52% 2.73% 2.88% 3.40% 3.67% 3.74% 4.10% 4.56%

Age 70 to 74 2.98% 3.46% 3.75% 3.04% 2.26% 2.28% 2.75% 3.02% 3.12% 3.47%

Age 75 to 79 1.89% 2.37% 2.80% 2.56% 1.65% 1.69% 1.73% 2.13% 2.37% 2.46%

Age 80 to 84 0.98% 1.11% 1.30% 1.48% 1.34% 1.14% 1.19% 1.22% 1.55% 1.77%

Age 85 & Over 0.50% 0.58% 0.58% 0.92% 1.13% 1.19% 1.24% 1.21% 1.14% 1.12%

Median Age of
Population 446.99% 460.99% 492.12% 450.29% 403.86% 395.05% 389.89% 384.65% 369.51% 358.88%

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.
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Table 22-1
Georgia: Population

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Age 0 to 4 7.61% 7.76% 7.83% 7.71% 7.27% 7.17% 7.22% 7.26% 7.16% 7.05%

Age 5 to 9 8.10% 7.46% 7.44% 7.51% 7.52% 7.04% 6.96% 7.03% 7.09% 7.00%

Age 10 to 14 8.55% 7.54% 7.23% 7.31% 7.43% 7.23% 6.80% 6.73% 6.82% 6.88%

Age 15 to 19 9.67% 8.29% 7.64% 7.20% 7.28% 7.29% 7.10% 6.69% 6.65% 6.75%

Age 20 to 24 9.46% 9.21% 8.08% 7.73% 7.23% 7.11% 7.08% 6.92% 6.62% 6.63%

Age 25 to 29 8.86% 9.53% 9.05% 7.84% 7.84% 7.33% 7.18% 7.15% 7.04% 6.81%

Age 30 to 34 8.27% 8.78% 9.04% 8.98% 8.04% 7.62% 7.11% 6.96% 6.96% 6.85%

Age 35 to 39 6.54% 7.65% 8.19% 8.61% 8.54% 7.67% 7.27% 6.78% 6.66% 6.68%

Age 40 to 44 5.35% 6.22% 7.51% 7.77% 8.00% 7.98% 7.18% 6.82% 6.37% 6.27%

Age 45 to 49 4.86% 5.02% 5.75% 6.82% 7.00% 7.56% 7.54% 6.81% 6.48% 6.06%

Age 50 to 54 4.77% 4.39% 4.53% 5.19% 6.19% 6.55% 7.09% 7.09% 6.43% 6.13%

Age 55 to 59 4.51% 4.31% 3.97% 4.01% 4.59% 5.59% 5.91% 6.41% 6.43% 5.85%

Age 60 to 64 3.96% 4.00% 3.67% 3.42% 3.49% 4.11% 5.02% 5.34% 5.81% 5.86%

Age 65 to 69 3.45% 3.36% 3.34% 3.09% 2.89% 3.04% 3.61% 4.43% 4.72% 5.17%

Age 70 to 74 2.60% 2.66% 2.62% 2.59% 2.43% 2.32% 2.47% 2.95% 3.65% 3.92%

Age 75 to 79 1.72% 1.89% 1.99% 1.92% 1.92% 1.86% 1.80% 1.93% 2.34% 2.92%

Age 80 to 84 0.97% 1.10% 1.24% 1.31% 1.27% 1.32% 1.30% 1.28% 1.39% 1.70%

Age 85 & Over 0.73% 0.81% 0.88% 1.00% 1.07% 1.19% 1.35% 1.42% 1.40% 1.48%

Median Age of
Population 0.52% 0.50% 0.48% 0.45% 0.41% 0.39% 0.38% 0.36% 0.34% 0.33%

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Racial Composition

Table 23-1
Atkinson County: Racial Composition

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Population 6142 6213 7609

White 4439 4443 5082

Black 1692 1669 1492

American Indian Eskimo or Aleut 0 0 28

Asian or Pacific Islander 6 2 11

Other 0 99 915

Persons of Hispanic Origin 57 104 1290

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 24-1
Atkinson County: Racial Composition

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

White Population NA NA 4,398 4,610 4,813 4,813 4,848 4,882 4,906 4,945

Black Population NA NA 1,657 1,621 1,479 1,495 1,512 1,541 1,566 1,606

Native American NA NA 2 18 23 23 23 22 18 17

Asian & Pacific Islander NA NA 5 11 9 10 12 14 15 15

Hispanic, any Race 57 68 154 620 1,290 1,582 1,851 2,128 2,450 2,760

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.
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Table 25-1

Pearson city: Racial Composition
Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Population 1827 1714 1805
White 987 844 699
Black 834 847 694

American Indian Eskimo or
Aleut 0 0 19

Asian or Pacific Islander 6 0 0
Other 0 23 390

Persons of Hispanic Origin 8 26 509

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 26-1
Willacoochee city: Racial Composition

Category 1980 1990 2000
TOTAL Population 1166 1205 1434

White 673 600 714
Black 493 590 565

American Indian Eskimo or Aleut 0 0 0
Asian or Pacific Islander 0 2 7

Other 0 13 124
Persons of Hispanic Origin 21 13 226

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 27-1

Racial Composition Future Trend (% change)

Category 1980 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

White
Population 0.00% 0.90% 4.82% 4.03% 0.04% 1% 0.70% 0.49% 0.79%

Black
Population 0.00% -2.06% -2.17% -8.76% 1.08% 1.13% 1.91% 1.62% 2.55%

Native
American 0.00% 0.00% 18 27.77% 0.00% 0.00% -4.34% -18.18% -55.55%

Asian &
Pacific

Islander 0.00% -16.66% 120.00% -18.18% 11.11% 20.00% 16.66% 7.14% 0.00%

Hispanic,
any Race 0.00% 70.17% 302.59% 108.06% 22.63% 17% 14.96% 15.13% 12.65%

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.
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Table 28-1
Atkinson County: Educational Attainment

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 3322 3679 4503

Less than 9th Grade 1392 1037 994

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) 765 749 972

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) 814 1242 1620

Some College (No Degree) 188 306 464

Associate Degree NA 111 142

Bachelor's Degree 166 128 207

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 106 104

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 29-1

Atkinson County: Educational Attainment Percentage

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Less than 9th Grade 41.90% 28.19% 22.07%

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) 23.03% 20.36% 21.59%

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) 24.50% 33.76% 35.98%

Some College (No Degree) 5.66% 8.32% 10.30%

Associate Degree NA 3.02% 3.15%

Bachelor's Degree 5.00% 3.48% 4.60%

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 2.88% 2.31%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 30-1

Berrien County

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Less than 9th Grade 32.86% 20.44% 11.78%

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) 26.08% 22.10% 22.19%

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) 27.95% 34.70% 34.59%

Some College (No Degree) 7.33% 11.33% 17.43%

Associate Degree NA 3.89% 4.57%

Bachelor's Degree 5.87% 5.11% 5.35%

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 2.43% 4.09%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 31-1

Clinch County

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Less than 9th Grade 42.12% 26.15% 19.29%

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) 23.51% 27.68% 21.85%

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) 21.82% 30.81% 32.44%

Some College (No Degree) 6.02% 7.04% 13.45%

Associate Degree NA 1.64% 2.53%

Bachelor's Degree 6.50% 2.55% 6.05%

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 4.13% 4.38%

Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census
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Table 32-1
Pearson city: Educational Attainment Cities

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 817 782 1045

Less than 9th Grade NA 262 324

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) NA 243 224

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) NA 272 311

Some College (No Degree) NA 72 78

Associate Degree NA 25 9

Bachelor's Degree NA 52 64

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 35 35

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 33-1
Pearson city: Educational Attainment Cities PCT

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Less than 9th Grade NA 33.50% 31.00%

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) NA 31.07% 21.44%

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) NA 34.78% 29.76%

Some College (No Degree) NA 9.21% 7.46%

Associate Degree NA 3.20% 0.86%

Bachelor's Degree NA 6.65% 6.12%

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 4.48% 3.35%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 34-1
Willacoochee city: Educational Attainment Cities

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 638 574 848

Less than 9th Grade NA 235 250

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) NA 145 169

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) NA 231 285

Some College (No Degree) NA 65 84

Associate Degree NA 22 33

Bachelor's Degree NA 14 19

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 15 8

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 35-1
Willacoochee city: Educational Attainment Cities PCT

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Less than 9th Grade NA 40.94% 29.48%

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) NA 25.26% 19.93%

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) NA 40.24% 33.61%

Some College (No Degree) NA 11.32% 9.91%

Associate Degree NA 3.83% 3.89%

Bachelor's Degree NA 2.44% 2.24%

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 2.61% 0.94%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Table 36-1
Georgia: GA Educational Attainment

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 3081513 4012329 5185965

Less than 9th Grade 730846 481679 393197

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) 613975 683833 718152

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) 878923 1189740 1486006

Some College (No Degree) 411517 682350 1058692

Associate Degree NA 198951 269740

Bachelor's Degree 450267 518433 829873

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 257201 430305

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 37-1
Georgia: Educational Attainment GA PCT

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Adult Population 25 & Over 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Less than 9th Grade 23.72% 12.00% 7.58%

9th to 12th Grade (No Diploma) 19.92% 17.04% 13.85%

High School Graduate (Includes Equivalency) 28.52% 29.65% 28.65%

Some College (No Degree) 13.35% 17.01% 20.41%

Associate Degree NA 4.96% 5.20%

Bachelor's Degree 14.61% 12.92% 16.00%

Graduate or Professional Degree NA 6.41% 8.30%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 38-1

Atkinson County: Education Statistics

Category 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

H.S. Graduation Test Scores (All Components) 62% 57% 47% 41% 41% 49% 56%

H.S. Dropout Rate 12.2% 12.4% 11.5% 8.5% 11% 7.6% 8.2%

Grads Attending Georgia Public Colleges 20.3% 22.0% 25.0% 19.7% 14.1% NA NA

Grads Attending Georgia Public Technical Schools 9.4% 9.8% 14.1% 9.8% 12.8% 10.5% NA

Source: Georgia Department of Education

Table 39-1
Georgia: Education Statistics

Category 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

H.S. Graduation Test Scores (All Components) 82% 76% 67% 68% 66% 68% 65%

H.S. Dropout Rate 9.26% 8.60% 7.30% 6.50% 6.50% 6.50% 6.40%

Grads Attending Georgia Public Colleges 35.0% 30.0% 30.2% 38.8% 37.5% 37.3% 36.1%

Grads Attending Georgia Public Technical Schools 5.4% 6.2% 7.1% 6.5% 6.4% 7.4% 8.8%

Source: Georgia Department of Education
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Income

Table 40-1
Atkinson County: Per Capita Income

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Income per Capita
(1996 $) $9,673 $12,823 $14,732 $17,086 $18,345 $19,798 $21,279 $22,707 $24,018 $25,209

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc

Table 41-1

Atkinson County: Average Household Income

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Mean Household Income
(Current $) NA NA $23,113 $24,660 $26,946 $29,838 $32,739 $35,671 $38,613 $41,511

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc

Table 42-1

Georgia: GA Per Capita Income

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Income per Capita
(1996 $) $15,353 $18,512 $20,715 $22,287 $25,433 $26,975 $28,549 $30,141 $31,767 $33,413

Source: Woods & Pool Economics, Inc.

Table 43-1

Georgia: GA Avg Household Income

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Mean Household Income
(Current $) NA NA $33,259 $35,692 $42,158 $44,169 $52,533 $54,203 $63,964 $59,049

Source: Woods & Pool Economics, Inc.

Table 44-1

Atkinson County: Household Income Distribution

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 2008 2241 2729

Income less than $5000 563 344 NA

Income $5000 - $9999 488 378 546

Income $10000 - $14999 389 283 260

Income $15000 - $19999 205 222 264

Income $20000 - $29999 179 454 410

Income $30000 - $34999 60 142 223

Income $35000 - $39999 32 84 179

Income $40000 - $49999 36 123 309

Income $50000 - $59999 11 112 163

Income $60000 - $74999 10 54 148

Income $75000 - $99999 34 30 135

Income $100000 or more 6 15 92

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Table 45-1
Pearson city: Household Income Dist Cities

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 494 614 639

Income less than $5000 139 120 NA

Income $5000 - $9999 120 115 178

Income $10000 - $14999 95 77 62

Income $15000 - $19999 50 63 55

Income $20000 - $29999 44 112 80

Income $30000 - $34999 15 48 65

Income $35000 - $39999 8 12 43

Income $40000 - $49999 9 35 45

Income $50000 - $59999 2 10 38

Income $60000 - $74999 3 13 33

Income $75000 - $99999 8 7 19

Income $100000 or more 1 2 21

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 46-1
Willacoochee city: Household Income Dist Cities

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 387 452 517

Income less than $5000 107 85 NA

Income $5000 - $9999 93 79 136

Income $10000 - $14999 74 62 34

Income $15000 - $19999 40 60 77

Income $20000 - $29999 35 76 94

Income $30000 - $34999 12 12 35

Income $35000 - $39999 6 21 33

Income $40000 - $49999 7 30 52

Income $50000 - $59999 3 16 14

Income $60000 - $74999 1 7 16

Income $75000 - $99999 7 2 19

Income $100000 or more 1 2 7

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 47-1
Atkinson County: Household Income Dist (%)

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Income less than $5000 28.04% 15.35% NA

Income $5000 - $9999 24.30% 16.87% 20.01%

Income $10000 - $14999 19.37% 12.63% 9.53%

Income $15000 - $19999 10.21% 9.91% 9.67%

Income $20000 - $29999 8.91% 20.26% 15.02%

Income $30000 - $34999 2.99% 6.34% 8.17%

Income $35000 - $39999 1.59% 3.75% 6.56%

Income $40000 - $49999 1.79% 5.49% 11.32%

Income $50000 - $59999 0.55% 5.00% 5.97%

Income $60000 - $74999 0.50% 2.41% 5.42%

Income $75000 - $99999 1.69% 1.34% 4.95%

Income $100000 or more 0.30% 0.67% 3.37%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Table 48-1
Pearson city: Household Income Dist Cities PCT

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Income less than $5000 28.14% 19.54% NA

Income $5000 - $9999 24.29% 18.73% 27.86%

Income $10000 - $14999 19.23% 12.54% 9.70%

Income $15000 - $19999 10.12% 10.26% 8.61%

Income $20000 - $29999 8.91% 18.24% 12.52%

Income $30000 - $34999 3.04% 7.82% 10.17%

Income $35000 - $39999 1.62% 1.95% 6.73%

Income $40000 - $49999 1.82% 5.70% 7.04%

Income $50000 - $59999 0.40% 1.63% 5.95%

Income $60000 - $74999 0.61% 2.12% 5.16%

Income $75000 - $99999 1.62% 1.14% 2.97%

Income $100000 or more 0.20% 0.33% 3.29%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 49-1
Willacoochee city: Household Income Dist Cities PCT

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Income less than $5000 27.65% 18.81% NA

Income $5000 - $9999 24.03% 17.48% 26.31%

Income $10000 - $14999 19.12% 13.72% 6.58%

Income $15000 - $19999 10.34% 13.27% 14.89%

Income $20000 - $29999 9.04% 16.81% 18.18%

Income $30000 - $34999 3.10% 2.65% 6.77%

Income $35000 - $39999 1.55% 4.65% 6.38%

Income $40000 - $49999 1.81% 6.64% 10.06%

Income $50000 - $59999 0.78% 3.54% 2.71%

Income $60000 - $74999 0.26% 1.55% 3.09%

Income $75000 - $99999 1.81% 0.44% 3.68%

Income $100000 or more 0.26% 0.44% 1.35%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census

Table 50-1
Georgia: GA Household Income Distribution

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 1869754 2366615 3007678

Income less than $5000 302864 186997 NA

Income $5000 - $9999 319679 209826 304816

Income $10000 - $14999 304354 204037 176059

Income $15000 - $19999 265302 209850 177676

Income $20000 - $29999 215674 405470 383222

Income $30000 - $34999 153940 186974 187070

Income $35000 - $39999 103371 160329 176616

Income $40000 - $49999 62868 260968 326345

Income $50000 - $59999 38203 180186 278017

Income $60000 - $74999 27517 162055 315186

Income $75000 - $99999 47980 109468 311651

Income $100000 or more 28437 90224 371020

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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Table 51-1

Georgia: GA Household Income Dist (%)

Category 1980 1990 2000

TOTAL Households 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Income less than $5000 16.20% 7.90% NA

Income $5000 - $9999 17.10% 8.87% 10.13%

Income $10000 - $14999 16.28% 8.62% 5.85%

Income $15000 - $19999 14.19% 8.87% 5.91%

Income $20000 - $29999 11.53% 17.13% 12.74%

Income $30000 - $34999 8.23% 7.90% 6.22%

Income $35000 - $39999 5.53% 6.77% 5.87%

Income $40000 - $49999 3.36% 11.03% 10.85%

Income $50000 - $59999 2.04% 7.61% 9.24%

Income $60000 - $74999 1.47% 6.85% 10.48%

Income $75000 - $99999 2.57% 4.63% 10.36%

Income $100000 or more 1.52% 3.81% 12.34%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census
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1.2.0.0: Assessment

TOTAL POPULATION

Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee are experiencing a
moderate growth rate that is lower than the average rate of population growth in Georgia.
Atkinson County like the state of Georgia is projected to remain stable through year
2025. Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee enjoyed a large
percentage of population growth from 1995 to present. It is believed to be a result of
more aggressive counting, lower land cost, faster permitting, and ideal commuting
distance to larger cities such as; Valdosta, Tifton, Douglas, and Waycross. Sufficient
jobs are available in Atkinson County and surrounding areas, housing development has
increased, and community facilities and services are increased on an as need basis as the
population and need increases.

HOUSEHOLDS

The average number of persons per household for Atkinson County and the Cities of
Pearson and Willacoochee are 2.78% as of 2000 and are projected to continue within this
percentage with only slight increase or decrease through 2025. Atkinson County and the
Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee average number of persons per household are
consistent with the state average. With households remaining steady and new land being
developed for housing the community needs are being addressed.

AGE DISTRIBUTION

Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee are experiencing a slight
rise in school age 5 to 14, and their senior citizen, 65 and older. All other population age
groups have remained stable or are declining at moderate rates. This trend is expected to
continue through 2025. This can be contributed to higher birth rates among our Hispanic
families, population longevity, and affordable housing. The percentage of elderly
population is growing more rapidly than the State of Georgia. This trend is consistent
with regional trends; as Florida becomes an increasingly expensive state in which to
retire and our area continues to offer such high quality of life factors such as rural living,
close excellent medical facilities, and a low cost of living.

With increasing countywide populations of senior citizens and children of school
age, Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee will need to
work together to provide adequate educational facilities, recreational
opportunities, and health care facilities. Walking tracks, parks, or a recreation
center can be jointly developed for our active senior citizens.
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RACIAL COMPOSITION

Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee have a minimum
but steady growth in both their white and black population. The largest growth is
in the Hispanic population. This growth can be attributed to easy accessibility to
entry- level jobs, community acceptance, excellent migrant programs, low cost
housing, and Atkinson County is an agricultural based community that not only
attracts its own migratory workers but also borders and is centrally located to
states such as Florida, North Carolina, and South Carolina where migratory work
is prevalent.

With our Hispanic population increasing special needs including teaching English to
adults, providing translation services at our service facilities, representation in their local
government, and integrating Hispanic culture with American culture will need to be
addressed through our schools, area churches, service industry establishments and
medical facilities.

EDUCATION ATTAINMENT

Atkinson County (the County school system includes Pearson and Willacoochee) have
made improvements in areas of graduating more students from high school lowering their
drop out rates, and having more students attending post-secondary educational
institutions. In general, local educational attainment levels are similar to surrounding
counties, with a somewhat higher high school graduation rate when compared to
comparable counties such as Berrien and Clinch. Atkinson County’s average graduation
rate is also higher than is the state average. Atkinson County has a somewhat lower
average than that of the state and surrounding counties of persons 25 and over who have
some college education or a college degree, this can be attributed to a lack of
employment opportunities for these persons.

Education attainment levels have gained ground in the past twenty years in comparison
with the state as a whole, due to teacher accountability, entry level jobs need a diploma or
equivalency, local technical schools teaching classes on high school campus, and
excellent GED program.

Due to the types of businesses and industries in Atkinson County, which are primarily,
manufacturing and agricultural our local educational attainment levels provide more than
adequate resources to meet their needs. While our education attainment levels for post –
secondary show a trend of slight increase it most likely will not match up with the
requirements of regional businesses and industries.

Given our current educational attainment and population retention rates, we would be
best served to recruit those businesses and industries that rely on less-skilled workers
with either high school diplomas or equivalency and are eager to be trained on the job.
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The only significant change in our educational attainment indicators over the past several
years is the increase in grads attending public technical schools. Our dropout rate
fluctuates with a trend toward decreasing. Our test scores are low but the test score trend
is steady with a slight increase. These changes can be attributed to drivers license
suspension for dropouts, HOPE benefits for traditional and non-traditional students,
excellent GED programs, parent-teacher liaisons and the fact that many of our teachers
are seeking educational advancement through VSU while on the Atkinson County
campus in four year and/or six year degrees. Given the stability and/or increase in these
areas, our educational system in Atkinson County is improving and is enhancing our
economic development potential as a positive quality of life indicator.

INCOME

In general, our local income levels are somewhat lower than those of the state are. This
is consistent with the rural nature of Atkinson County. Atkinson County rates 141 in total
population in a 159 county state this low population rate could also be a contributing
factor in lower income levels. Atkinson County income levels are expected to follow the
trend of the state with gradual increases through year 2025.

Comparison shows local income levels have similar gains as the state, which can be
attributed to increase in business and industry locally and surrounding areas, increase of
medium-skill employment opportunities, and the residential attraction of Atkinson
County for managerial and administrative persons.



22

2.0.0.0: Economic Development

The economy is the driving force behind every community. People make the decision to
live where they do based upon the economy and their ability to get a job and provide for
themselves and their family members. A community owes its very existence to the
economy and the economy in turn is based upon the sum total of assets a community has.
These assets are its people, transportation network, natural resources, community
facilities and available housing stock. A healthy economy is very often the result of a
sound economic development program based on goals and objectives that take into
account all the other elements discussed in a community’s comprehensive plan

The Economic Development Element provides Atkinson County, Pearson, and
Willacoochee the opportunity to inventory and assess the community’s economic base,
labor force characteristics, and local economic development opportunities and
resources; to determine economic needs and goals; and to merge this information with
information about population trends and characteristics, natural resources, community
facilities and services, housing and land use so that a strategy for the economic well-
being of the community can be developed.
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2.1.0.0: Economic Development
Atkinson County Comprehensive Plan
Inventory of Existing Conditions

Economic Base

Employment and Earnings by Sector

Table 1-2
Atkinson County: Employment by Sector

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 1,621 2,191 2,469 3,009 3,286 3,557 3,834 4,096 4,325 4,516

Farm 558 449 390 437 476 449 429 412 395 380

Agricultural Services, Other 9 83 46 72 122 121 124 129 135 142

Mining 0 0 4 6 9 9 9 10 10 10

Construction 38 55 61 95 91 99 105 110 113 115

Manufacturing 233 707 946 1,170 1,271 1,409 1,537 1,647 1,735 1,798

Manufacturing Georgia 528,812 565,278 572,477 603,394 613,992 632,106 649,864 665,184 677,683 687,263

Trans, Comm, & Public Utilities 19 21 52 103 140 154 167 180 190 199

Wholesale Trade 28 67 25 19 24 27 30 33 36 38

Retail Trade 209 264 304 333 316 364 416 467 516 559

Finance, Insurance, & Real Estate 32 42 49 83 90 94 101 108 115 119

Services 127 181 249 307 296 354 416 479 540 596

Federal Civilian Government 17 15 22 19 20 21 22 23 23 24

Federal Military Government 25 31 27 28 28 28 29 29 29 29

State & Local Government 326 276 294 337 403 428 449 469 488 507

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.
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Table 2-2

Atkinson County: Employment by Sector (%)

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Farm 34.42% 20.49% 15.80% 14.52% 14.49% 12.62% 11.19% 10.06% 9.13% 8.41%

Agricultural
Services, Other 0.56% 3.79% 1.86% 2.39% 3.71% 3.40% 3.23% 3.15% 3.12% 3.14%

Mining 0.00% 0.00% 0.16% 0.20% 0.27% 0.25% 0.23% 0.24% 0.23% 0.22%

Construction 2.34% 2.51% 2.47% 3.16% 2.77% 2.78% 2.74% 2.69% 2.61% 2.55%

Manufacturing 14.37% 32.27% 38.32% 38.88% 38.68% 39.61% 40.09% 40.21% 40.12% 39.81%

Manufacturing
Georgia 19.25% 17.53% 15.51% 14.27% 12.63% 12.07% 11.56% 11.03% 10.50% 9.97%

Trans, Comm,
& Public
Utilities

1.17% 0.96% 2.11% 3.42% 4.26% 4.33% 4.36% 4.39% 4.39% 4.41%

Wholesale
Trade 1.73% 3.06% 1.01% 0.63% 0.73% 0.76% 0.78% 0.81% 0.83% 0.84%

Retail Trade 12.89% 12.05% 12.31% 11.07% 9.62% 10.23% 10.85% 11.40% 11.93% 12.38%

Finance,
Insurance, &
Real Estate

1.97% 1.92% 1.98% 2.76% 2.74% 2.64% 2.63% 2.64% 2.66% 2.64%

Services 7.83% 8.26% 10.09% 10.20% 9.01% 9.95% 10.85% 11.69% 12.49% 13.20%

Federal
Civilian
Government

1.05% 0.68% 0.89% 0.63% 0.61% 0.59% 0.57% 0.56% 0.53% 0.53%

Federal Military
Government 1.54% 1.41% 1.09% 0.93% 0.85% 0.79% 0.76% 0.71% 0.67% 0.64%

State & Local
Government 20.11% 12.60% 11.91% 11.20% 12.26% 12.03% 11.71% 11.45% 11.28% 11.23%

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Table 3-2
Atkinson County: Earnings by Sector

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total (1996 $) $23,108,000 $44,478,000 $56,342,000 $76,839,000 $88,719,000 $100,476,000 $113,091,000 $125,988,000 $138,780,000 $151,148,000

Farm (1996 $) $5,037,000 $11,511,000 $17,645,000 $26,082,000 $28,800,000 $30,773,000 $33,220,000 $35,879,000 $38,730,000 $41,802,000

Agricultural
Services,
Other (1996 $)

$110,000 $779,000 $315,000 $501,000 $1,107,000 $1,155,000 $1,244,000 $1,356,000 $1,484,000 $1,628,000

Mining (1996
$) $0 $0 $0 $0 $10,000 $11,000 $11,000 $11,000 $12,000 $12,000

Construction
(1996 $) $563,000 $951,000 $815,000 $1,097,000 $1,037,000 $1,162,000 $1,259,000 $1,347,000 $1,421,000 $1,478,000

Manufacturing
(1996 $) $4,139,000 $16,424,000 $21,867,000 $28,892,000 $33,629,000 $39,645,000 $45,759,000 $51,708,000 $57,238,000 $62,110,000

Trans, Comm,
& Public
Utilities (1996
$)

$422,000 $368,000 $726,000 $2,348,000 $2,987,000 $3,414,000 $3,866,000 $4,326,000 $4,772,000 $5,185,000

Wholesale
Trade (1996 $) $592,000 $882,000 $579,000 $426,000 $634,000 $728,000 $826,000 $925,000 $1,020,000 $1,108,000

Retail Trade
(1996 $) $3,130,000 $3,969,000 $3,537,000 $3,616,000 $4,256,000 $5,032,000 $5,891,000 $6,782,000 $7,668,000 $8,516,000

Finance,
Insurance, &
Real Estate
(1996 $)

$567,000 $734,000 $724,000 $1,485,000 $1,663,000 $1,868,000 $2,132,000 $2,419,000 $2,705,000 $2,975,000
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Services (1996
$) $1,858,000 $2,006,000 $2,471,000 $4,155,000 $3,779,000 $4,838,000 $6,077,000 $7,464,000 $8,964,000 $10,535,000

Federal
Civilian
Government
(1996 $)

$563,000 $556,000 $725,000 $720,000 $836,000 $909,000 $987,000 $1,063,000 $1,134,000 $1,197,000

Federal
Military
Government
(1996 $)

$179,000 $362,000 $302,000 $316,000 $354,000 $376,000 $398,000 $420,000 $441,000 $462,000

State & Local
Government
(1996 $)

$5,948,000 $5,936,000 $6,636,000 $7,201,000 $9,627,000 $10,565,000 $11,421,000 $12,288,000 $13,191,000 $14,140,000

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Table 4-2
Atkinson County: Earnings by Sector (%)

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total (1996 $) 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Farm (1996 $) 21.80% 25.88% 31.32% 33.94% 32.46% 30.63% 29.37% 28.48% 27.91% 27.66%

Agricultural
Services, Other
(1996 $)

0.48% 1.75% 0.56% 0.65% 1.25% 1.15% 1.10% 1.08% 1.07% 1.08%

Mining (1996 $) 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01%

Construction
(1996 $) 2.44% 2.14% 1.45% 1.43% 1.17% 1.16% 1.11% 1.07% 1.02% 0.98%

Manufacturing
(1996 $) 17.91% 36.93% 38.81% 37.60% 37.91% 39.46% 40.46% 41.04% 41.24% 41.09%

Trans, Comm,
& Public
Utilities (1996
$)

1.83% 0.83% 1.29% 3.06% 3.37% 3.40% 3.42% 3.43% 3.44% 3.43%

Wholesale
Trade (1996 $) 2.56% 1.98% 1.03% 0.55% 0.71% 0.72% 0.73% 0.73% 0.73% 0.73%

Retail Trade
(1996 $) 13.55% 8.92% 6.28% 4.71% 4.80% 5.01% 5.21% 5.38% 5.53% 5.63%

Finance,
Insurance, &
Real Estate
(1996 $)

2.45% 1.65% 1.29% 1.93% 1.87% 1.86% 1.89% 1.92% 1.95% 1.97%

Services (1996
$) 8.04% 4.51% 4.39% 5.41% 4.26% 4.82% 5.37% 5.92% 6.46% 6.97%

Federal
Civilian
Government
(1996 $)

2.44% 1.25% 1.29% 0.94% 0.94% 0.90% 0.87% 0.84% 0.82% 0.79%

Federal Military
Government
(1996 $)

0.77% 0.81% 0.54% 0.41% 0.40% 0.37% 0.35% 0.33% 0.32% 0.31%

State & Local
Government
(1996 $)

25.74% 13.35% 11.78% 9.37% 10.85% 10.51% 10.10% 9.75% 9.50% 9.36%

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.
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Table 5-2 Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.

Georgia: Employment by Sector

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 2,747,310 3,224,300 3,690,610 4,229,290 4,859,970 5,235,630 5,623,650 6,029,160 6,451,320 6,890,350

Farm 96,559 82,370 74,286 68,780 67,356 64,877 62,438 60,240 58,297 56,584

Agricultural
Services,
Other

16,432 24,574 31,487 44,659 54,829 60,079 65,359 70,538 75,465 80,033

Mining 8,808 10,241 10,590 9,408 9,522 9,645 9,813 10,047 10,324 10,653

Construction 139,233 196,913 212,342 236,159 296,572 316,876 333,895 349,870 365,279 380,526

Manufacturing 528,812 565,278 572,477 603,394 613,992 632,106 649,864 665,184 677,683 687,263

Trans, Comm,
& Public
Utilities

152,583 177,746 216,343 241,886 296,267 322,804 347,846 371,521 392,902 411,295

Wholesale
Trade 174,084 214,310 228,213 242,508 276,326 300,312 322,310 344,504 367,022 389,992

Retail Trade 407,627 520,232 606,608 724,946 816,701 893,996 973,979 1,055,500 1,138,660 1,223,640

Finance,
Insurance, &
Real Estate

199,887 225,090 244,947 269,183 345,923 369,137 392,407 416,440 440,943 465,714

Services 502,841 664,476 876,597 1,125,360 1,391,460 1,532,290 1,692,630 1,873,380 2,074,950 2,298,230

Federal
Civilian
Government

84,599 92,561 102,981 98,336 92,262 91,889 91,883 92,089 92,439 92,936

Federal
Military
Government

92,295 98,319 90,745 94,733 93,789 95,235 96,403 97,224 97,709 97,839

State & Local
Government 343,553 352,189 422,991 469,941 504,969 546,388 584,820 622,628 659,644 695,636

.Table 6-2
Georgia: Employment by Sector (%)

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

Farm 3.51% 2.55% 2.01% 1.63% 1.39% 1.24% 1.11% 1.00% 0.90% 0.82%

Agricultural
Services, Other 0.60% 0.76% 0.85% 1.06% 1.13% 1.15% 1.16% 1.17% 1.17% 1.16%

Mining 0.32% 0.32% 0.29% 0.22% 0.20% 0.18% 0.17% 0.17% 0.16% 0.15%

Construction 5.07% 6.11% 5.75% 5.58% 6.10% 6.05% 5.94% 5.80% 5.66% 5.52%

Manufacturing 19.25% 17.53% 15.51% 14.27% 12.63% 12.07% 11.56% 11.03% 10.50% 9.97%

Trans, Comm,
& Public
Utilities

5.55% 5.51% 5.86% 5.72% 6.10% 6.17% 6.19% 6.16% 6.09% 5.97%

Wholesale
Trade 6.34% 6.65% 6.18% 5.73% 5.69% 5.74% 5.73% 5.71% 5.69% 5.66%

Retail Trade 14.84% 16.13% 16.44% 17.14% 16.80% 17.08% 17.32% 17.51% 17.65% 17.76%

Finance,
Insurance, &
Real Estate

7.28% 6.98% 6.64% 6.36% 7.12% 7.05% 6.98% 6.91% 6.83% 6.76%

Services 18.30% 20.61% 23.75% 26.61% 28.63% 29.27% 30.10% 31.07% 32.16% 33.35%

Federal
Civilian
Government

3.08% 2.87% 2.79% 2.33% 1.90% 1.76% 1.63% 1.53% 1.43% 1.35%

Federal Military
Government 3.36% 3.05% 2.46% 2.24% 1.93% 1.82% 1.71% 1.61% 1.51% 1.42%

State & Local
Government 12.51% 10.92% 11.46% 11.11% 10.39% 10.44% 10.40% 10.33% 10.22% 10.10%

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.
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Table 7-2
Georgia: Earnings by Sector

Category 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

Total (1996 $)
$66,537,100
,000

$85,919,70
0,000

$102,642,
000,000

$123,514,
000,000

$160,462,
000,000

$180,866,
000,000

$202,919,
000,000

$227,019,
000,000

$253,253,
000,000

$281,758,
000,000

Farm (1996 $)
$106,153,00
0

$1,087,670
,000

$1,391,28
0,000

$1,733,67
0,000

$1,565,76
0,000

$1,682,76
0,000

$1,802,91
0,000

$1,933,34
0,000

$2,075,97
0,000

$2,233,02
0,000

Agricultural Services, Other (1996 $)
$244,855,00
0

$350,797,0
00

$475,908,
000

$660,059,
000

$943,559,
000

$1,086,06
0,000

$1,239,33
0,000

$1,400,73
0,000

$1,566,55
0,000

$1,733,32
0,000

Mining (1996 $)
$429,934,00
0

$413,933,0
00

$373,738,
000

$359,779,
000

$438,244,
000

$445,441,
000

$456,347,
000

$471,301,
000

$489,686,
000

$510,946,
000

Construction (1996 $)
$3,765,500,
000

$5,647,560
,000

$5,975,27
0,000

$6,661,07
0,000

$9,630,13
0,000

$10,606,8
00,000

$11,506,0
00,000

$12,401,4
00,000

$13,309,0
00,000

$14,242,9
00,000

Manufacturing (1996 $)
$14,997,800
,000

$17,211,70
0,000

$17,973,7
00,000

$20,801,4
00,000

$23,849,5
00,000

$26,143,5
00,000

$28,510,6
00,000

$30,854,7
00,000

$33,129,1
00,000

$35,298,6
00,000

Trans, Comm, & Public Utilities (1996
$)

$6,208,770,
000

$7,604,700
,000

$8,981,39
0,000

$11,643,9
00,000

$15,867,7
00,000

$18,059,6
00,000

$20,304,9
00,000

$22,610,4
00,000

$24,909,0
00,000

$27,140,0
00,000

Wholesale Trade (1996 $)
$5,900,690,
000

$7,766,500
,000

$9,090,69
0,000

$10,085,4
00,000

$13,549,2
00,000

$15,124,9
00,000

$16,662,4
00,000

$18,269,6
00,000

$19,955,5
00,000

$21,729,7
00,000

Retail Trade (1996 $)
$6,870,370,
000

$9,141,230
,000

$9,413,85
0,000

$11,216,7
00,000

$14,426,0
00,000

$16,215,3
00,000

$18,126,5
00,000

$20,144,9
00,000

$22,276,7
00,000

$24,530,8
00,000

Finance, Insurance, & Real Estate (1996
$)

$3,617,310,
000

$4,803,430
,000

$6,600,85
0,000

$8,476,15
0,000

$12,153,7
00,000

$13,862,8
00,000

$15,688,5
00,000

$17,666,0
00,000

$19,784,2
00,000

$22,033,1
00,000

Services (1996 $)
$10,401,900
,000

$14,915,70
0,000

$22,532,2
00,000

$30,044,9
00,000

$42,959,7
00,000

$50,244,0
00,000

$58,890,8
00,000

$69,107,3
00,000

$81,084,5
00,000

$95,046,2
00,000

Federal Civilian Government (1996 $)
$3,751,390,
000

$4,391,100
,000

$4,780,64
0,000

$5,147,37
0,000

$5,442,79
0,000

$5,621,59
0,000

$5,826,3

00,000
$6,051,60
0,000

$6,295,20
0,000

$6,556,75
0,000

Federal Military Government (1996 $)
$2,475,230,
000

$3,160,120
,000

$2,765,14
0,000

$3,080,30
0,000

$3,297,82
0,000

$3,501,76
0,000

$3,705,55
0,000

$3,907,32
0,000

$4,105,50
0,000

$4,298,44
0,000

State & Local Government (1996 $)
$7,767,210,
000

$9,425,300
,000

$12,287,5
00,000

$13,602,9
00,000

$16,338,3
00,000

$18,271,3
00,000

$20,198,7
00,000

$22,200,7
00,000

$24,272,2
00,000

$26,403,7
00,000

Source: Woods & Poole Economics, Inc.


