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Georgia 2009 Homeless Count
Talking Points

· In partnership with over 30 communities across the state, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) will be conducting a second count of the state’s homeless families and individuals.  The 2009 count will focus on people’s housing situation on Sunday night, January 25, 2009.  
· The first count, done in 2008, revealed that over 20,000 Georgians are homeless at a single point-in-time and that over 75,000 will experience homelessness at some time during the year.  The 2008 count report, Homeless in Georgia 2008, can be found at http://www.dca.state.ga.us/housing/specialneeds/programs/documents/homelessReport08web.pdf
· The 2009 count will be conducted through surveys administered to people who are experiencing housing difficulties.  The surveys will be collected throughout the week of January 26 through January 31, 2009 at locations where homeless persons are likely to seek assistance, as well as at places where they stay or congregate.  The count will also gather data on families and individuals who are precariously housed.
· The count survey asks questions that are used to determine if the respondent was homeless or precariously housed on Sunday night, January 25, 2009.  Additional questions focus on family members with the respondent on count night (January 25, 2009) and on special circumstances (e.g., length and duration of homeless episodes, disability, and demographic characteristics).
· The count serves several purposes.  First, it is a requirement for the state to continue receiving HUD funding for homeless programs  funds which are then made available to service providers across the state.  The information from this count will also assist DCA and local communities in understanding the housing problems facing families and individuals, both statewide and locally.  Knowing the scope of homelessness, as well as the different types of homelessness facing Georgians, will improve our ability to address this important issue.

· .The count would not be possible without the assistance of local count coordinators and the many providers that work to address homelessness in their communities every day.  DCA encourages organizations across the state to get involved with their local counts.  More information on the 2009 homeless count can be found at:  http://www.dca.state.ga.us/housing/specialneeds/programs/homeless_count.asp
· Individuals wishing to complete a homeless count survey during count week (January 26-31, 2009) may go to www.georgiahousingsearch.org 
