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Regional Commissions 
Regional Commissions (RCs) are multi-county planning and development agencies serving municipal and 
county governments.  
 
Region 1 
Northwest Georgia R. C. 
 
Rome Office  
1 Jackson Hill Drive, N. E.  
Rome, Georgia 30161-5205  
(Location)  
P.O. Box 1798 
Rome, Georgia 30162-1798 
(Mailing address) 
(706) 295-6485 
Fax (706) 802-5508 
Fax: (706) 295-6665 
Web: www.nwgrc.org  
 
Dalton Office  
503 West Waugh Street  
Dalton, Georgia 30720-3475 
(706) 272-2300  
Fax: (706) 272-2253  
 
Region 2  
Georgia Mountains R. C 
1310 West Ridge Road  
Gainesville, Georgia 30501  
(Location) 
P.O. Box 1720  
Gainesville, Georgia 30503-1720 
(Mailing address) 
(770) 538-2626  
Fax: (770) 538-2625  
Web: www.gmrc.ga.gov  
 
Region 3  
Atlanta Regional Commission  
40 Courtland Street, NE  
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-2538 
(404) 463-3100  
Fax: (404) 463-3105  
Web: www.atlantaregional.com 
 

Region 4  
Three Rivers R. C.  
 
Griffin Office 
120 North Hill Street 
Griffin, Georgia 30224  
(Location) 
P.O. Box 818  
Griffin, Georgia 30224-0818 
(Mailing Address) 
(678) 692- 0510  
Fax: (678) 692-0513  
Web: www.mtrdc.org  
 
Franklin Office  
13273 Georgia Highway 34 East 
Franklin, Georgia 30217  
(Location) 
P.O. Box 1600  
Franklin, Georgia 30217-1600 
(Mailing address) 
(706) 675-6721  
(Main Line) 
(770) 854-6026  
(Atlanta line) 
Fax: (706) 675-0448  
Web: www.cfrdc.org  
 
Region 5  
Northeast Georgia R. C.  
305 Research Drive  
Athens, Georgia 30605-2795 
(706) 369-5650  
Fax: (706) 369-5792  
Web: www.negrc.org 
 
Region 6  
Middle Georgia R. C.  
175 Emery Highway, Suite C  
Macon, Georgia 31217-3679 
(478) 751-6160  
Fax: (478) 751-6517  
Web: www.mg-rc.org  
 



 

 129 

Region 7  
Central Savannah River Area R. C.  
3023 Riverwatch Parkway Suite A  
Augusta, Georgia 30907-2016 
(706) 210-2000  
Fax: (706) 210-2006  
Web: www.csrarc.ga.gov  
 
Region 8  
River Valley R. C.  
 
Columbus Office 
1428 Second Avenue 
Columbus, Georgia 31902 
(Location) 
P.O. Box 1908   
Columbus, Georgia 31902-1908 
(Mailing Address) 
(706) 256-2910  
Fax: (706) 256-2908  
Web: www.rivervalleyrc.org 
 
Americus Office 
228 West Lamar Street  
Americus, Georgia 31709-3545 
(229) 931-2909 
Fax: (229) 931-2745 
 
Region 9  
Heart of Georgia - Altamaha R. C.  
 
Eastman Office 
5405 Oak Street  
Eastman, Georgia 31023-6034  
(478) 374-4771  
Fax: (478) 374-0703 
Web: www.hogarc.org  
 
Baxley Office 
331 West Parker Street 
Baxley, Georgia 31513-0674 
(912) 367-3648  
Fax: (912) 367-3640 
 

Region 10  
Southwest Georgia R. C.  
30 West Broad Street  
Camilla, Georgia 31730  
(Location)  
P.O. Box 346 
Camilla, Georgia 31730-0346 
(Mailing address) 
229) 522-3552  
Fax: (229) 522-3558  
Web: www.swgrdc.org  
 
Region 11  
Southern Georgia R. C.  
 
Valdosta Office 
327 West Savannah Avenue 1725 
Valdosta, Georgia 31601 
(229) 333-5277  
Fax: (229) 333-5312  
 
Waycross, Office 
South Georgia Parkway, West  
Waycross, Georgia 31503 
(912)285-6097 
Fax: (912) 285-6126  
Web: www.sgrc.us  
 
 
Region 12  
Coastal Regional Commission  
127 F Street  
Brunswick, Georgia 31520 
(912) 262-2800  
Fax: (912) 262-2313  
Web: www.crc.ga.gov  
 
 
http://www.dca.ga.gov/development/PlanningQu
alityGrowth/DOCUMENTS/Publications/Regio
nalCommissions/RCDirectory.pdf 
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Brownfield Redevelopment 
  
The state’s Environmental Protection Division (EPD) assists interested parties in the redevelopment of 
abandoned, or underutilized contaminated commercial and industrial sites throughout Georgia.  With the 
passing of the Hazardous Site Reuse and Redevelopment Act, buyers of these types of properties are 
offered a limitation of liability for certain preexisting environmental conditions during redevelopment. 
Additional incentives and assistance are also available for Brownfield redevelopment projects. 
  
For further information on these unique economic development opportunities, contact: 
 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division Contact: 
Madelein Kellan, Director 
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
Suite 1152 East Tower 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
404-657-8616 or  
(888) 373-5947  
Fax: (404) 651-5778  
Madelein_Kellan@DNR.state.ga.us 
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Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
 
The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) is the nation's largest public power provider, 
generating electricity that serves 8.7 million people through local power companies. 
TVA does much more than generate power. It also works to support economic development and serves as 
an environmental steward of the nation's fifth-largest river system. 
 
Economic development is at the heart of TVA's mission of making the Valley a better 
place to live today, and into the future. A thriving economy means quality jobs and investments.  TVA's 
goal is to build regional, state, business and community partnerships that bring and retain jobs to provide 
opportunities to North Georgia and the region. 
 
TVA's economic development efforts help the communities it serves by: 
 
 -attracting new investments and quality jobs 
 -supporting the retention and growth of existing businesses 
 -preparing communities for economic growth 
 -providing financial and technical services. 
 
Economic Development Contact: 
Steven E. Moore, Regional Development Specialist 
TVA Southeast Valley Office 
1101 Market Street, SP3A 
Chattanooga, TN 
(423)751-2833:w 
(423)762-2798:c 
(423)751-2835:f 
semoore@tva.com 
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Georgia Small Business Environmental Assistance Program 

  
Small businesses with less than 100 employees can take advantage of the free and confidential 
environmental assistance that is available through the Georgia Small Business Environmental Assistance 
Program (GA SBEAP). Housed within the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental 
Protection Division (EPD), the non-regulatory GA SBEAP can help businesses stay environmentally 
compliant, whether the need is in air quality, water quality or hazardous waste. The GA SBEAP supports 
the quest for compliance by offering free permitting and compliance assistance, as well as notification of 
regulatory requirement changes that may affect small businesses. Individual, personalized, confidential 
assistance is available, at your place of business or theirs.  
 
Some of the services that SBEAP offer are:   

• Permitting assistance (e.g. requirements, preparation, review of application, reporting tools) 
• Compliance assistance (e.g. site visits to provide an evaluation of potential compliance issues, 

assistance in responding to enforcement by the regulatory agencies, compliance tools) 
• Notification of new or changes in regulatory requirements 
•  Training (e.g. speaking engagements at your event and topic specific workshops)  

 
Listed below is a partial listing of industries that SBEAP has assisted: 

• Auto Body Shops 
• Cultured Marble Manufacturers 
• Chemical Plants and Distributors 
• Furniture Manufacturers 
• Gasoline Service Stations 
• General Contractors 
• Laboratories 
• Printing Operations 
• Dry Cleaners 

• Car Washes 
• Metal Finishers 
• Aluminum Sweat Furnaces 
• Composite Fabricators 
• Concrete Plants 
• Chrome Plating Businesses 
• Alternative Fuel Facilities 
• Painting Operations 
• Salvage Yards 

 
 
Give GA SBEAP a call and see if they can help your small business. 
 
For further information contact:  
Small Business Environmental Assistance Program 
4244 International Parkway, Suite 120 
Atlanta, Georgia 30354 
(404) 362-4842 
(877) 427-6255 
www.gasmallbiz.org 
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Coastal Area District Development Authority (CADDA) 
  
The Coastal Area District Development Authority (CADDA) offers financial assistance through a variety 
of loan programs for the purpose of improving economic conditions by creating and/or retaining 
employment opportunities. 
  
 
For further information contact: 
Brunswick Office 
501 Gloucester Street. Suite 201  
Brunswick, GA 31520  
(912) 261-2500  
Fax: (912) 261-0032  
 
Savannah Office:  
1 Bull Street. Suite. 301  
Savannah, GA 31402  
(912) 236-9566  
Fax: (912) 236-9562 
www.cadda.com 
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Southeast Rural Community Assistance Project 
 
The Southeast Rural Community Assistance Project, Inc. (Southeast RCAP) is an organization whose 
mission is to promote the development of affordable water and wastewater facilities, activities, technical 
assistance and resources to improve the quality of life for low–income rural residents. 
 
Southeast RCAP was created in the 1960s and now serves the states of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. The Southeast RCAP has brought safe water and 
other facilities to more than 400,000 residents in the seven–state network. 
  
For more information contact:  
Winfred E. Owens, Director 
Office of Development Assistance 
Local Government Assistance Division 
Department of Community Affairs 
675 Pulaski Street ~ Suite 900 
Athens, Georgia  30601-2383 
(706) 583-2731 
winfred.owens@dca.ga.gov  
www.sercap.org 
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Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta 
  
The Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta provides a number of products and services to its financial 
institution members. Among the products offered are the Economic Development and Growth 
Enhancement (EDGE) and Economic Development (EDP) programs.  EDGE and EDP provide below 
market financing for eligible economic development activities. Program funds may be used for a variety 
of community development projects including, but not limited to economic development, public facilities, 
and job creation and services for low- or moderate-income persons. 
 
For further information contact: 
Deborah D. Miller 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta 
1475 Peachtree Road N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
404-888-8000 
www.fhlbatl.com 
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Georgia Development Authority (GDA) 
  
What GDA Does: 
The Georgia Development Authority (GDA) insures farm and agribusiness loans in the State of Georgia. 
Many lenders participate in the GDA insured program. 
 
Eligibility 
•   First mortgage on farm real estate as collateral 
•  You do not have to live on the farm to qualify 
•   Loans are made to full- or part-time farmers 
•   Loans made on timber or crop land 
 
Loan Purposes 
•   Buy land 
•   Irrigation equipment and wells 
•   Build or repair farm buildings 
•   Purchase machinery and equipment 
•   Build farm ponds 
•   Education of children 
•   Establish permanent pastures 
•   Establish beef, dairy or swine herds 
•   Refinance debts 
•   Specialized buildings for dairy, poultry, swine or beef enterprises 
  
Repayment Plans 
•   Fixed or variable rate 
•   Up to 30-year amortization, variable interest rate based on prime 
•   Simple interest charged only for the days that you use the money 
•   Payments scheduled to fit farm income 
•   Extensions may be granted if needed 
•   Loans may be refinanced if necessary  
 
For additional information contact:  
David Skinner, Executive Director 
1890 Highway 138 
Monroe, Georgia 30655 
(770)-207-4250 
1-800-376-FARM (3276) 
Fax 770-207-4257 
www.gdaonline.com 
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Export-Import Bank 
  
The Export-Import Bank of the United States (Ex-Im Bank) is an independent U.S. Government agency 
that helps finance the sale of U.S. goods and services to foreign buyers. Ex-Im Bank supports export sales 
by making it easier for overseas buyers to purchase U.S. goods and services on credit. It does this in two 
ways: 
 
1.  Ex-Im Bank provides loans directly to foreign buyers; and 
2.  It encourages U.S. suppliers or their banks to extends credit terms to foreign buyers by providing 

credit risk protection, and in some cases, fixed-rate funding support. 
 
Ex-Im Bank also helps U.S. exporters obtain pre-export financing through its Working Capital Guarantee 
Program. 
 
Ex-Im Bank will support the sale of U.S. goods or services to a creditworthy foreign buyer when private 
financing cannot be arranged. To qualify for Ex-Im Bank support, the product or service must have at 
least 51% U.S. content, and cannot be military related. All transactions also must be economically viable 
and must not affect the U.S. economy adversely. There must be a reasonable assurance of repayment 
  
Ex-Im Bank can assist in three ways: 
1.  By guaranteeing 100% of the principal and interest on commercial loans to small and medium-sized 

companies that need funds to produce or market U.S. goods and services for export. 
2.  By providing competitive, fixed-interest rate loans to foreign buyers of U.S. capital equipment and 

services, or through an intermediary lender. 
3.  By providing credit insurance policies for single or repetitive export sales or leases to foreign buyers. 
 
To encourage small businesses to sell overseas, Ex-Im Bank offers a special toll free number (800) 565-
3946 to provide information on these services. 
 
For further information contact: 
Ex-Im Bank Regional Office - Southeast 
Miami Regional Office 
5835 Blue Lagoon Drive, Suite 203   
Miami, FL 33126 
(305) 526-7436  
Fax: (305) 526-7435  
www.exim.gov 
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Entrepreneurial Training and Funding Opportunities 
 
The Georgia Micro Enterprise Network (GMEN) was founded in 1997 and is a state member-based 
association dedicated to microenterprise development. Microenterprise is generally defined as a business 
employing five (5) or fewer individuals and requiring financing needs of $35,000 or less.  
 
For further information please view the GMEN website: 
www.georgiamicrobiz.com 
 
Listed below are GMEN-affiliated members that provide business training, technical and 
financial assistance in Georgia. 
  
Business Development Training & Technical Assistance 
 
Albany State University 
Linda Sootsman, Activity Director, Center for 
Entrepreneurship 
504 College Dr 
Albany, GA 31705 
Phone: (229) 395-1676 
e-mail: linda.sootsman@asurams.edu 
website: www.asurams.edu 
Area covered:  Dougherty 
 
Antioch Micro Enterprise Network 
Casetta Heard, Social Service Director 
1333 Blount Avenue 
Augusta, GA 30901 
Phone: (706) 724-0995 
Fax: (706) 722-1516 
e-mail: casettaheard@aim.com 
Counties covered:  Columbia, McDuffie, 
Richmond 
 
Bronner Business Institute 
Alfred Watkins, PhD, Executive Director 
212 Riverside Pkwy 
Austell, GA 30168 
Phone: (404) 344-3182 
e-mail: alwatkins@vartechservices.com 
website: www.nhbbi.org 
County covered: Cobb 
 
Center for Black Women's Wellness 
Jemea Dorsey, President/CEO 
477 Windsor Street SW, Suite 309 
Atlanta, GA 30312 
Phone: (404) 688-9202   Fax: (404) 880-9435 
e-mail: jemea@cbww.org 
website: www.cbww.org 
Counties covered:  Fulton, DeKalb, Gwinnett, 
Cobb 
 

Cornerstone Association, Inc. 
Gwendolyn Smith, CEO 
1421 Iron Gate Blvd 
Jonesboro, GA 30238 
Phone: (404) 444-3012 Fax: (770) 478-7568 
e-mail: gjsmith100@bellsouth.net 
website: www.acornerstone.org 
Counies covered:  Fulton & Metro Atlanta 
 
DeKalb Microenterprise Institute 
Roderick Wallace, Executive Director 
250 East Ponce de Leon Ave, Suite 415 
Decatur, GA 30030 
Phone: (678) 904-3465   Fax: (404) 377-8880 
e-mail: rodw-dmi@debco.org 
website: www.debco.org/dmi.php 
Counties covered:  DeKalb & Metro Atlanta 
 
Early County Community Development 
Corporation 
Nancy Wright, Executive Director 
987 North Church Street 
Blakely, GA 39823 
Phone: (229) 724-7552  
Fax: (229) 724-7552 
e-mail: earlycocdc06@windstream.net 
website: www.earlycocdc.org 
Counties covered: Early, Seminole, Clay, 
Calhoun 
 
East Athens Development Corporation 
Winston Heard, Executive Director 
410 McKinley Drive 
Athens, GA 30601-3270 
Phone: (706) 208-0048    
Fax: (706) 208-0015 
e-mail: wheard0822@aol.com 
website: www.eadcinc.com 
Counties covered:  Clarke, Elbert, Franklin, 
Greene, Hart, Jackson, Madison, Oglethorpe, Wilkes 
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The Edge Connection 
Patricia Harris, Executive Director/CEO 
Kennesaw State University 
1000 Chastain Road, Mailbox #3305 
Kennesaw, GA 30144-5591 
Phone: (770) 499-3228 Fax: (770) 499-3636 
e-mail: theedge@kennesaw.edu 
website: www.theedgeconnection.com 
Area covered: Metro Atlanta 
 
Ellenwood Academy 
John Payton, President 
Ellenwood Academy 
4798 Flat Shoals Parkway 
Decatur, GA 30034 
Phone: (866) 553-3942 Fax: (678) 336-7520 
e-mail: jpaytonent@bellsouth.net 
website: www.ellenwoodacademy.com 
Area covered: Metro Atlanta 
 
Georgia Client's Council 
Ovita Thornton, State Director 
104 Marietta Street, NW Suite 250 
Atlanta, GA 30303-2743 
Phone: (404) 463-1952 
County covered:  Statewide 
 
Georgia SBDC Network 
Allan Adams, State Director 
University of Georgia Business Outreach 
Services/SBDC 
1180 E Broad Street 
Athens, GA 30602-5412 
Phone: (706) 542-6762 Fax: (706) 542-7935 
e-mail: aadams@sbdc.uga.edu 
website: www.sbdc.uga.edu 
Area covered: Statewide 
 
Goodwill of North Georgia/BusinessNOW 
Yvonne Days-Cuffie, Program Manager 
1295 Columbia Drive 
Decatur, GA 30032 
Phone: (404) 728-8631 
e-mail: ydayscuffie@ging.org 
website: www.ging.org 
Counties covered: Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton, 
Gwinnett 
 
Greater Rome Area Community Enterprise 
Karen Dublin, Executive Director 
7 West Forest Street, SW  
Rome, GA 30161 
Phone: (706) 232-3260 
e-mail: gracefavor123@netscape.net 
County covered:  Floyd 
 

Latinos for Education and Justice 
Organization 
Roberta Warmack, Executive Director 
310 West Line Street 
P O Box 936 
Calhoun, GA 30703 
Phone: (706) 625-0658   Fax: (706) 625-4046 
e-mail: rwarmack@frontiernet.net 
County covered: Bartow, Gordon, Whitfield 
 
Partnership for Community Action 
Vanessa Rush, Family Self-Sufficiency Director 
815 Park North Blvd 
Clarkston, GA 30021 
Phone: (404) 929-2500   Fax: (404) 298-9759 
e-mail: vanessa.rush@pcaction.org 
website: www.pcaction.org 
County covered:  DeKalb, Rockdale & Gwinnett 
 
Refugee Women's Network 
BryAnn Chen, Executive Director 
4151 Memorial Dr 
Suite 103-F 
Decatur, GA 30032 
Phone: (404) 299-0180  Fax: (404) 296-9118 
e-mail: director@riwn.org 
Counties covered:  Dekalb & Metro Atlanta 
 
South Metro Microenterprise Coalition 
Denny Danylchak, Program Director 
715 W Solomon St 
Griffin, GA 30223 
Phone: (770) 487-9554  Fax: (770) 687-9554 
e-mail: djdanylchak99@yahoo.com 
website: www.smmcga.org/index.php 
Counties covered:  Henry, Clayton, Butts, 
Spaulding, Lamar and Pike 
 
Women's Employment Opportunity Project 
Antionette Ball, Executive Director 
2818 East Point Street, Suite 2-D 
East Point, GA 30344 
Phone: (404) 765-0922 Fax: (404) 765-0629 
e-mail: info@weop.org 
website: www.weop.org 
County covered: Fulton, Fayette 
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Micro Loan Fund 
 
Albany Community Together 
Thelma Adams Johnson, President/CEO 
230 S. Jackson Street, Suite 154 
Albany, GA 31701-2816 
Phone: (229) 420-4600 Fax: (229) 420-8311 
e-mail: taact@bellsouth.net 
website: www.albanycommunitytogether.com 
County covered: Baker, Calhoun, Colquitt, 
Decatur, Dougherty, Early, Grady, Lee, Miller, 
Mitchell, Seminole, Terrell, Thomas, Worth 
 
Appalachian Community Enterprises 
Grace Fricks, President/CEO 
3173 Highway 129 North 
Cleveland, GA 30528 
Phone: (706) 348-6609   Fax: (706) 219-4976 
e-mail: fricks@aceloans.org 
website: www.aceloans.org 
Counties covered:  Banks, Barrow, Bartow, 
Carroll, Catoosa, Chattooga, Dade, Dawson, 
Elbert, Fannin, Floyd, Franklin, Gilmer, Gordon, 
Habersham, Hall, Haralson, Hart, Heard, 
Jackson, Lumpkin, Madison, Murray, Paulding, 
Pickens, Polk, Rabun, Stephens, Towns, Union, 
Walker, White, Whitfield 
 
Atlanta Micro Fund Inc 
Marvin Bryant, Loan Fund Manager 
P O Box 89285 
Atlanta, GA 30312 
Phone: (678) 539-6900 Fax: (404) 221-0616 
e-mail: mbryant@ahand.org 
website: www.ahand.org 
County covered: Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, 
Douglas, Fulton 

 
 
 
Southwest Georgia Business Development 
Center 
Robert Cooke, Executive Director 
1150 Industrial Dr, Suite 201 
Vienna, GA 31092 
Phone: (229) 268-7592 Fax: (229) 268-8980 
e-mail: rcooke@sowega.net 
website: www.crispdooly.org 
Counties covered: Crisp, Dooly 
 
DeKalb Enterprise Business Corporation 
Charles Blackmon, Executive Director 
250 E. Ponce de Leon Ave, Suite 415 
Decatur, GA  30030 
Phone: (404) 378-1899   Fax: (404) 378-8880 
e-mail: charles.blackmon@debco.org 
website:  www.debco.org 
Area covered:  Metro Atlanta 
 
Small Business Assistance Corporation 
Tony O'Reilly, Executive Director 
111 East Liberty Street, Suite 100 
Savannah, GA 31401 
Phone: (912) 232-4700 Fax: (912) 232-0385 
e-mail: toreilly@sbacsav.com 
website: www.sbacsav.com 
Area covered: Southeast Georgia 
 

 
GMEN’s mission is to create opportunities and support for microenterprise development as an avenue for 
economic self-sufficiency in Georgia. 
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The Center for Rural Entrepreneurship 
  
The Center for Rural Entrepreneurship (Center) is a Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI) with major 
support from the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation of Kansas City.  The mission of the Center is to 
enable every rural resident to achieve his or her full entrepreneurial potential. This mission will be 
achieved by collaborating with individuals and organizations engaged in the study, practice and policy of 
rural entrepreneurship. 
 
For further information contact:  
Center for Rural Entrepreneurship 
P.O. Box 83107  
Lincoln, NE 68501 
(402) 323-7339 
www.ruraleship.org 
or 
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation  
4801 Rockhill Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64110 
(816) 932-1000 
www.emkf.org 
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The Abilities Fund 
  
The Abilities fund is the first and only nationwide community developer targeted exclusively to 
advancing entrepreneurial opportunities for Americans with disabilities. The Abilities Fund offers 
training, technical assistance, and advisory support to individuals with disabilities and the organizations 
that support them. 
 
For further information contact the Abilities Fund at: 
 
The Abilities Fund 
 
Iowa Office 
Patti Lind, Todd Weber, Mackenzie Drake 
307 North 13th Street, Suite 500 
Centerville, IA 52544-1823  
(641) 856-2173  
Toll Free: 1-888-222-8943  
Fax: (641) 856-3101  

Nebraska Office 
Christine Hess, Cory Roberts 
P.O. Box 394 
Plattsmouth, NE 68048 
(402) 296-2146 
Toll Free: 1-877-518-0802  
Fax: (402) 296-0265  

Washington, D.C. Office 
Elizabeth Lind 
Phone & Fax: 202/885-9438 
 
info@abilitiesfund.org  
www.abilitiesfund.org 
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Georgia Community Loan Fund, Inc. 
  
The Georgia Community Loan Fund, Inc. (GCLF) is a non-profit corporation dedicated to nurturing 
economic development, community development, environmental sustainability, and social justice 
throughout the state. The GCLF is modeled after other revolving loan funds which offer loans, grants, and 
on-going technical support to low-income individuals and groups who are generating economically and 
environmentally sustainable individual and community development. 
  
For more information contact:  
Georgia Community Loan Fund 
999 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 2300 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
404-407-5093 
Email: admin@gaclf.org 
www.gaclf.org 
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ACCION USA 
  
ACCION USA is a microfinance organization that lends with the mission of empowering business 
owners with access to working capital and financial education.  They offer business loans up to $50,000 
and financial education throughout the United States. Since 1991, they have specialized in working with 
small business owners who cannot borrow from the bank due to business type, a short length of time in 
business, or an insufficient credit history. 
 
ACCION USA helps qualified small businesses grow with affordable small business & startup loans. 
Below are some of the benefits of ACCION USA loans. 

• Loan sizes from $500 to $50,000 ($30,000 maximum for start-up businesses with less than 6 

months in operation).  

• Loan terms up to 60 months 

• Competitive, fixed annual interest rates from 8% to 15% 

• Closing costs of 5% of the loan amount will be financed into your loan (included application and 

servicing fees) 

For more information contact:  
ACCION USA Georgia 
P: (404) 521-0594 
http://www.accionusa.or 
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Business Incubators 
  
Business incubation is the process of business development. Incubators help to nurture young businesses 
from the startup stage when they are most vulnerable. An incubator program’s main goal is to produce 
financially viable and freestanding businesses. To meet this goal, incubators help businesses by 
providing: 
 
•   Seminars 
•   Individual Consultations 
•   Mentors 
•   Conference room availability 
•   Computer access 
•   Other support services 
 
Below is a listing of some of the business incubators in 
Georgia: 
 
Advanced Technology Development Center 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
75 Fifth Street, N.W. 
Suite 100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308  
(404) 894-3575 
Fax: (404) 894-4545 
www.atdc.org 
 
The Georgia BioBusiness Center 
111 Riverbend Road 
Athens, GA 30605 
(706) 583-8209 
Fax: (706) 583-0881 
E-mail: biobiz@uga.edu 
www.biobusiness.uga.edu 
 
Intelligent Systems Corporation 
Bonnie L. Herron 
Vice President & Chief Financial Officer 
4355 Shackleford Road 
Norcross, Georgia 30093 
(770) 381-2900 
Fax: (770) 381-2808 
e-mail: bherron@intelsys.com 
www.intelsys.com  
 
South Dekalb Business Incubator 
1599-A Memorial Drive  
Atlanta, GA 30317 
(404) 329-4568   
Fax: (404) 378-0768  
http://www.sdbusinc.net/ 
 

Augusta-Richmond County Small Business 
Incubator 
Augusta, Georgia 
3140 Augusta Tech Drive 
Augusta, Georgia 30906-3381 
(706) 792-9044  
Fax:  (706) 792-9905  
www.arcsbi.com 
 
Medical College of Georgia Office of Technology 
Transfer and Economic Development  
Augusta, Georgia  30912 
(706) 721-4122 
Fax: (706) 721-2917 
mgabridge@mail.mcg.edu 
www.mcg.edu/research/techtransfer/ 
 
Southwest Georgia Business Development Center   
1150 Industrial Drive  
Vienna GA 31092  
(229) 268-8944  
foster2@sowega.net 
http://www.crispdooly.org/ 
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Technology and Telecommunications Research in Georgia 
 
One of the goals of the State of Georgia is to develop a broadband technology and telecommunications 
infrastructure system and become a world leader in the 21st century. Listed below are some organizations 
that are assisting the state in meeting this objective. 
 
Advanced Technology Development Center (ATDC)  
ATDC accelerates the formation and growth of technology based companies in Georgia. www.atdc.org 
 
Georgia Center for Advanced Telecommunications Technology (GCATT) 
GCATT is a telecommunications technology and development partnership of government, universities, 
and the advanced telecommunications industry. www.gcatt.gatech.edu 
 
Georgia Research Alliance 
The Georgia Research Alliance manages a partnership among universities, industry and government to 
perform technology research. 
www.gra.org 
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Georgia Cities Foundation 
 
Revolving Loan Fund Program 
 
Applications for the Revolving Loan Fund program may be submitted at any time.  
Successful applications for downtown projects should encourage spin-off development, add jobs, promote 
downtown housing, or add to the cultural enrichment of the community. Each application must also 
undergo credit underwriting. 
  
Eligible Projects 

• Real estate acquisition  
• Building rehabilitation  
• New construction  
• Green space and parks  

 
Ineligible Uses of Funds 

• Operating expenses and administration  
• Local revolving loan funds  
• Public infrastructure projects  
• Streetscapes  
• Facade projects  

 
Loan Amounts and Terms  
The Foundation presently provides loans up to $250,000. The interest rate is below market rate, and the 
repayment period is normally 10 years, not to exceed 15 years.  

Financing Structure 
GCF recommends a 50-40-10 financing structure for projects, with 50% of the project cost being financed 
through conventional lenders, 40% being financed through low interest loan programs (GCF and/or DD 
RLF), and 10% being the developer's equity participation. 

If approved, GCF loans are provided to a city’s downtown development authority (DDA), with the DDA 
providing a simultaneous loan to the project’s developer/sub-recipient. 

For Additional Information 
For additional information about the revolving loan fund program, contact Perry Hiott at 678-686-6207 or 
Alan Dickerson at 678-686-6213. Additional information can be found on the Georgia Cities 
Foundation’s website at www.georgiacitiesfoundation.org. 
 
Green Communities Fund (GCF2) Program 
 
In 2010, the Georgia Cities Foundation plans to unveil its new revolving loan fund, the “Green 
Communities Fund,” which will focus on energy efficiency. This fund will be used to make low interest 
loans to downtown businesses throughout the state for energy efficient improvements.   
 
For additional information about the Green Communities Fund program, contact Chris Higdon at 678-
651-1018 or Alan Dickerson at 678-686-6213.  Additional information can be found on the Georgia 
Cities Foundation’s website at www.georgiacitiesfoundation.org. 



 

 148 

Economic Development Agencies 
 
There are a variety of agencies that are proud to promote the State of Georgia for economic development 
and other purposes. Log on and get more information on these agencies and their mission at the following 
websites: 
 
State of Georgia  
www.georgia.gov 
 
Georgia Economic Developers Association  
www.geda.org 
 
Georgia Municipal Association  
www.gmanet.com 
 
Association of County Commissioners of Georgia  
www.accg.org 
 
Georgia Academy for Economic Development  
http://www.dca.state.ga.us/academy/ 
 
Georgia Power  
www.georgiapower.com  
 
Oglethorpe Power Corporation  
http://www.opc.com/opccom/ 
 
Georgia Ports Authority  
www.gaports.com 
 
Georgia Chamber of Commerce  
www.gachamber.com 
 
Georgia Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives  
www.gacce.org 
 
Georgia GIS Clearinghouse  
www.gis.state.ga.us 
 
Better Business Bureau  
www.bbb.org 
 
National Federation of Independent Business 
www.nfib.com/ga 
 
Georgia Center for Non-Profits  
www.gcn.org/ 




