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Development Policies

Economic Development

We will support programs for retention, expansion and creation of businesses that are a good fit for our
community’s economy in terms of job skill requirements and linkages to existing businesses.

We will target reinvestment to declining, existing neighborhoods, vacant or underutilized sites or buildings
in preference to new economic development projects in Greenfield (previously undeveloped) areas of our
community.

We will seek to balance the supply of housing and employment in our community and consider their
location in relation to each other.

We will take into account impacts on infrastructure and natural resources in our decision making on
economic development projects.

Natural and Cultural Resources

We will minimize inefficient land consumption and encourage more compact urban development in order
to preserve green open space and natural resource areas.

We will encourage new development to locate in suitable locations in order to protect natural resources,
environmentally sensitive areas, or valuable historic and cultural resources.

We will promote the protection and maintenance of trees and green open space in all new development.

We will promote low impact development that preserves the natural topography and existing vegetation of
development sites.

We will work to redirect development pressure away from agricultural areas in order to protect and
preserve farmland, which is an integral part of our community.

Facilities and Services

Our community will use planned infrastructure expansion to support development in areas identified (in
the comprehensive plan) as suitable for such development.

The community will seek ways for new growth to pay for itself (in terms of public investment in
infrastructure and services to support the development) to the maximum extent possible.

We will invest in parks and open space to enhance the quality of life for our citizens.

Housing

We will stimulate infill housing development in existing neighborhoods.

We will create affordable housing opportunities to ensure that all those who work in the community have a
viable option to live in the community.

We will encourage development of housing opportunities that enable residents to live close to their places
of employment.

We will accommodate our diverse population by encouraging a compatible mixture of housing types,
densities and costs in each neighborhood.

We will increase opportunities for low-to-moderate income families to move into affordable owner-
occupied housing.
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Land Use

e We encourage development that is sensitive to the historic context, sense of place, and overall setting of

the community.

¢ We want development whose design, landscaping, lighting, signage, and scale add value to our
community.

e Our community will use land efficiently to avoid the costs and problems associated with urban sprawl.

o We will preserve the rural character of our community and provide the opportunity for agricultural and
forestry activities to remain a vital part of the community.

e Our gateways and corridors will create a "sense of place" for our community.

e We support appropriate residential and non-residential in-fill development and redevelopment in ways
that complement surrounding areas.

Transportation
e We will promote connectivity of our road network (such as fostering a grid network of streets, multiple

connections between subdivisions).

e We support creation of a community-wide pedestrian/bike path network.

Intergovernmental Coordination
o We will seek opportunities to share services and facilities with neighboring jurisdictions when mutually
beneficial.

e We will consult other public entities in our area when making decisions that are likely to impact them.
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