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INTRODUCTION 

 

Background 

 Wayne County is a rural county in southeast Georgia located at the crossroads of several 

important highways: U.S. 84, U.S. 301, and U.S. 341. It encompasses approximately 428,049 

acres, or 648 square miles, and is the 11th largest county in the state in terms of land area. Wayne 

County has a current population of about 29,500 persons (29,509 in 2008 Census estimate), 

approximately 3,000 persons more than its 2000 population of 25,565.  The City of Jesup, the 

county seat, has an estimated 2008 population of about 10,500 persons, and is the principal 

location of county commercial, industrial, governmental, and social activity. Other county 

municipalities include the City of Odum (2008 estimated population of 464) located northwest of 

Jesup along U.S. 341, and the City of Screven (786 persons as of 2008 Census estimate) located 

southwest of Jesup along U.S. 84.  

 Wayne County was established in 1803 from Creek Indian lands, but grew quickly 

because of the Altamaha River and the railroad. Transportation via railroad development 

provided the most explosive growth in Wayne County, earning Jesup the name “the town that 

trains made.” In 1820 the population of Wayne County was 1,659; by 1850 the population had 

decreased to 1,449.  Within the next 60 years the population increased by 400 percent, reaching 

5,980 persons; this growth was attributed to the development of the two railway lines in Wayne 

County. The population remained stable until the late 1920’s and early 1930’s with the opening 

of U.S. 84, U.S. 301, and U.S. 341 and the advent of the automobile. During the period of 1920 

to 1960, Wayne County’s population increased from 12,647 to 17,921.  Its population grew to 

20,674 in 1980, increased to 22,356 in 1990, and grew to 26,565 in 2000.  The county’s 

population has continued to grow at a moderate and steady pace, which should continue given 

the county’s proximity to the Georgia coast particularly the rapidly growing Golden Isles.  

Wayne County has much potential for continued growth because of its location, natural 

resources, existing businesses, and coordination of local governments to ensure a high quality of 

life for its citizens.  
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Format 

 The plan is organized by the two main components required by the Georgia Planning Act 

of 1989 and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs “Local Planning Requirements:” the 

Community Assessment and the Community Agenda. The plan does address the elements 

recommended for a comprehensive plan. The first component is an inventory and assessment to 

determine where the community is and has been, what are the current trends, and to help 

delineate and define issues and opportunities facing Wayne County and its municipalities. The 

first component of the comprehensive plan, the Community Assessment, provides foundation and 

context to decide what the community desires for its future growth and development, and how it 

plans to achieve its vision.   

 

 This Community Assessment component and its examination of the community is 

organized by element and the requirements of the “Local Planning Requirements.” It is an 

objective inventory and analysis to illustrate existing conditions, issues, needs and opportunities. 

It is written in executive summary format with accompanying detailed addendum to provide an 

overview of major findings, to illustrate current conditions and trends, and to help frame the 

context of identified issues and opportunities. The Executive Summary provides a concise and 

easily reviewed foundation for consideration by the community and its decision-makers as they 

proceed to develop the comprehensive plan’s second, and truly most important section, the 

Community Agenda. 

 The Community Agenda will delineate an overall community vision as well as specific 

policies, implementation strategies for the community and its differing character areas. It outlines 

the implementation program and activities which the community will utilize to achieve its vision 

and address identified issues and opportunities. It will specify the pathways for achieving the 

desired patterns of growth and development and realizing the community’s vision of a better 

place to live, work, and recreate.  

 The Community Assessment Technical Addendum and Data Appendix provides 

supporting data and information uncovered in the staff level inventory and analysis. Most data 

tables can be found in this more detailed document. It contains more exhaustive background 
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information similar to the detailed inventory and analysis of the old comprehensive plan. This 

data may be of potential interest to those wanting more specific information about the 

community and its jurisdictions. The reader can refer to the Community Assessment Executive 

Summary for a quick glance and summary of major findings and appropriate analysis of existing 

conditions. The Executive Summary also provides a listing of potential issues, needs and 

opportunities which the community may address. 

Purpose 

 The Wayne County Joint Comprehensive Plan is a comprehensive plan prepared under 

the Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning (Local Planning Requirements) 

of the Georgia Planning Act of 1989.  It is a joint plan for Wayne County and its municipalities 

of Jesup, Odum, and Screven. The plan was designed to meet the legislation’s requirements for 

each local government to have a plan for its future growth and development in accordance with 

the state standards. It is a full update of the previous joint comprehensive plan first adopted in 

1992 and then subsequently updated in 2004, but is basically a new plan, prepared under new 

standards. 

 As a comprehensive plan, The Wayne County Joint Comprehensive Plan is a critical 

self-examination of Wayne County and its municipalities in the areas of population, economic 

development, natural and cultural resources, community facilities and services, housing, land 

use, intergovernmental cooperation, and service delivery; and a path for the community’s future 

growth and development.  The plan is truly a reflection of the community’s concerns and desires 

for the future. 

Plan Development 

 As stated, The Wayne County Joint Comprehensive Plan is being developed in 

accordance with the guidelines of the Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive 

Planning.  It is being prepared with considerable community and public involvement, even at the 

Community Assessment stage.  The Wayne County Joint Comprehensive Plan Executive 

Committee was comprised of elected and appointed members appointed by the Wayne County 

Board of Commissioners and the municipalities.  This Executive Committee was responsible for 
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policy direction and direct local government input and supervision. A Local Plan Coordination 

Committee will be formed to seek wide community stakeholder input and help develop the 

Community Agenda. It will be comprised of the Executive Committee members and other 

representatives from public and private agencies, entities, and stakeholders important to the 

planning process. This process will involve even more citizens. Representatives are planned to 

include those from the Chamber of Commerce/Development Authority, school system, public 

agencies, environmental and cultural groups, social organizations, and other business and 

community leaders, as well as interested citizenry. This will allow for better coordination and a 

wider range of community input, both public and private, while insuring direct liaison and 

representation of a steering committee. 

 The public hearing required after the draft Community Assessment is prepared and prior 

to its submittal was held on a joint basis February 16, 2010 at the Jesup City Hall. The Joint Plan 

Executive Committee met a number of times to review and help identify any potential issues and 

opportunities and to delineate potential character areas. There was extensive interaction. A final 

meeting to review the entire Community Assessment in draft was also held. The Community 

Participation Program was reviewed and identified additional planned public and community 

involvement. 

 Staff from the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission provided general 

technical assistance, guidance, synthesis, analysis, mapping, writing, and editing assistance in 

development of this plan.  However, The Wayne County Joint Comprehensive Plan is a plan 

being prepared by and for the people of Wayne County and its municipalities in the true spirit 

and intent of the Georgia Planning Act of 1989. Ownership of this plan rests with the citizens 

and governments of Wayne County. The overriding concern throughout the plan’s development 

is the idea, “What can be done to make our community a better place to live and work in the 

future?”  It is the local citizenry who will benefit from plan implementation, and whose actions 

are necessary to carry out the plan and bring about their desired future.   
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EXISTING DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS AND 

LAND USE 

Existing Land Use 

 The existing land use patterns of Wayne County and its municipalities, or how the land is 

presently being used, were examined by the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission’s 

Geographic Information Systems staff in 2009 by analyzing previous land use studies, tax maps, 

and other available sources. A generalized land use map digitized as a layer to an existing digital 

base map meeting DCA requirements resulted. Standard land use classifications identified in the 

“Local Planning Requirements” were utilized as categories, except that “agriculture” and 

“forestry” were separated because of the dominance of these uses within Wayne County. The 

descriptions of these land use classifications are defined as follows.  

Land Use Category Definitions 

Residential: The predominant use of land within the residential category is for single-family and 

multi-family dwelling units organized into general categories of net densities. 

Commercial: This category is for land dedicated to non-industrial business uses, including retail 

sales, office, service and entertainment facilities, organized into general categories of intensities. 

Commercial uses may be located as a single use in one building or grouped together in a 

shopping center or office building. 

Industrial: This category is for land dedicated to manufacturing facilities, processing plants, 

factories, warehousing and wholesale trade facilities, mining or mineral extraction activities, or 

other similar uses.  

Public/Institutional: This category includes certain state, federal or local government uses, and 

institutional land uses. Government uses include city halls and government building complexes, 

police and fire stations, libraries, prisons, post offices, schools, military installations, etc. 

Examples of institutional land uses include colleges, churches, cemeteries, hospitals, etc. 
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Transportation/Communications/Utilities: This category includes such uses as major 

transportation routes, public transit stations, power generation plants, railroad facilities, radio 

towers, telephone switching stations, airports, port facilities or other similar uses. 

Park/Recreation/Conservation: This category is for land dedicated to active or passive 

recreational uses. These areas may be either publicly or privately owned and may include 

playgrounds, public parks, nature preserves, wildlife management areas, national forests, golf 

courses, recreation center or similar uses.  

Agriculture: This category is for land dedicated to farming, such as fields, lots, pastures, 

farmsteads, specialty farms, livestock/poultry production, etc., or other similar rural uses. 

Forestry: Land dedicated to commercial timber or pulpwood production/harvesting or other 

woodland use. 

Undeveloped/Vacant: This category if for lots or tracts of land that are served by typical urban 

public services (water, sewer, etc.) but have not been developed for a specific use or were 

developed for a specific use that has since been abandoned.  

 The generalized land use maps were provided to the local governments for review and 

correction. The local governments utilized local knowledge by a number of staff and elected 

officials to note corrections to the initial GIS maps. RC GIS staff then revised the digital 

information. The resulting existing land use maps are shown on Map LU-1 for Wayne County; 

Map LU-2 for the City of Jesup; Map LU-3 for the City of Odum, and Map LU-4 for the City of 

Screven. 

 The GIS system is also able to determine acreages for the various land use classifications 

in each jurisdiction. Table LU-1 provides the existing land use acreages for Wayne County and 

each of its municipalities. Combined, agriculture and forestry land uses account for about 90 

percent of the land area of the county, with forestry accounting for over four-fifths (81 percent) 

of all land use by itself, nearly one-third (32 percent) in the City of Jesup, followed by nearly 

two-fifths (38 percent) in the City of Screven. Agriculture and forestry land uses also constitute 

nearly three-fifths (58 percent) of all the land area in the City of Odum. The City of Jesup, the 

county seat, accounts for about 30 percent of total county population, and nearly 89 percent of 
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                       TABLE LU-1 
Existing Land Use Distribution, 2010 
                           (Acres) 
Wayne County, Jesup, Odum, and Screven 

Total  
% of 
Total Unincorporated 

% of 
Unincorporated % of % of  % of  

Land Use Category County County County County Jesup Jesup Odum Odum Screven Screven 

Agriculture 35,640 8.3% 35,602 8.6% 0 0.0% 38 2.9% 0 0.0% 
Forestry 347,549 81.2% 342,960 82.6% 3,441 32.3% 714 55.1% 433 38.1% 
Residential  23,550 5.5% 19,128 4.6% 3,488 32.8% 394 30.4% 539 47.4% 
Commercial 5,346 1.2% 3,748 0.9% 1,536 14.4% 26 2.0% 37 3.2% 
Industrial 4,679 1.1% 4,395 1.1% 281 2.6% 0 0.0% 3 0.2% 
Public/Institutional  1,253 0.3% 627 0.2% 574 5.4% 27 2.1% 25 2.2% 
Park/Recreation/ 512 0.1% 291 0.1% 206 1.9% 8 0.6% 7 0.6% 
          Conservation 
Transportation/ 9,520 2.2% 8,224 2.0% 1,113 10.5% 89 6.9% 93 8.2% 
Communications/Utilities 

Total 428,049 100.0% 414,975 100.0% 10,640 100.0% 1,297 100.0% 1,137 100.0% 

Source: Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission Geographic Information System, 
2010. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. These are only estimates, and are not 100 percent accurate because of data assumptions 
(see text) and computer system peculiarities. 
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the county’s incorporated population. Jesup contains over 79 percent of incorporated residential 

land use, although over 81 percent of county residential land use acreage is in the unincorporated 

area. As might be expected, Jeusp has the largest concentration of commercial, industrial, and 

public/institutional land uses in the incorporated area. About 6 percent of county industrial land 

use acreage is in Jesup, as is 29 percent of county commercial and 46 percent of county 

public/institutional land use. Neither Jesup nor Screven has any agriculture land use, while 

Odum has no classified industrial land use.  

Future Land Use Development 

 Most current growth is concentrated in the Greater Jesup Area, mostly northwest of 

Jesup, and between Jesup and Odum. There is now some growth south and west of Jesup in rural 

Wayne County and near Mount Pleasant and Browntown in eastern Wayne County. Residential 

growth has been scattered across the county, but particularly concentrated north and west of 

Jesup between Jesup and Odum. There has also been some growth recently in eastern Wayne 

County. Commercial growth is concentrated in Jesup along U.S. 84 near Sunset Boulevard and 

Wal-Mart. Industrial growth is concentrated in/near South Jesup near Sunset Boulevard and U.S. 

301, and may also grow along the U.S. 341 South corridor in eastern Wayne County.  

 Growth momentum in Wayne County can trace its life to location along U.S. 84 and U.S. 

341; proximity to Georgia’s ports and the Georgia Coast; ongoing economic and job growth; 

availability of services and infrastructure; existing population base; quality of life; and land 

availability. These same factors will continue to spur future growth, as well as additional 

opportunities for growth. Advanced medical facilities, Wayne Memorial Hospital; William A. 

Zorn Regional Airport; vibrant downtowns/available cultural resources; Altamaha Technical 

College; rail service; abundant natural resources and the Altamaha and Little Satilla Rivers; and 

the many historic buildings/areas that provide remembrances of the heritage of Wayne County 

are also assets for desired growth. Future growth will likely continue to concentrate in the 

Greater Jesup Area, and to a lesser extent around outlying schools and the county’s small towns 

and eastern Wayne County, as it has recently.  
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Areas Requiring Special Attention 

 Development can cause a substantial impact in the economy and the community that it 

directly affects. It is imperative that projected developments or significant areas are noted in 

order to provide guidance of future development. The Georgia Department of Community 

Affairs (DCA) has termed these areas of significant change, areas requiring special attention. 

These areas are categorized by evaluating the existing land use patterns and trends within the 

jurisdiction of the local government to identify any areas requiring special attention. The areas 

are categorized into one of seven areas, with the exception of resources that may contribute to 

more than one area. 

The areas requiring special attention are defined by DCA as: 

• Areas of significant natural or cultural resources, particularly where these are likely to 

be intruded upon or otherwise impacted by development; 

• Areas where rapid development or change of land use is likely to occur; 

• Areas where the pace of development has and/or may outpace the availability of 

community facilities and services, including transportation; 

• Areas in need of redevelopment and/or significant improvements to aesthetics or 

attractiveness (including strip commercial corridors); 

• Large abandoned structures or sites, including those that may be environmentally 

contaminated; 

• Areas with significant infill development opportunities (scattered vacant sites); 

• Areas of significant disinvestments, level of poverty, and/or unemployment 

substantially higher than average levels for the community as a whole. 

The evaluation of the existing land use patterns and trends within Wayne County, Jesup, 

Odum, and Screven resulted in the following identification and analysis of areas requiring 

special attention in accordance with state guidelines.  These areas were identified by the Wayne 

County Joint Comprehensive Plan Executive Committee. The committee consisted of the County 
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Administrator, Wayne County Chamber of Commerce President, City Manager and City Clerk of 

Jesup, Mayor and City Clerk of Odum, and Mayor and representatives from the City of Screven. 

Committee members attended several meetings to decide what resources in the community were 

of significant importance and to determine to what area the resources contributed.   

It is possible for an entry to be categorized into two areas. There are several elements 

where resources were not listed. This is attributed to Wayne County, Jesup, Odum, and Screven 

working cooperatively to develop the community at a pace that is conducive to the growth of the 

community, and to properly managing and planning for existing and expected growth and 

development.  

Wayne County 

Natural/Cultural Resources 

Natural resources are any scenic areas, prime agricultural or forest lands, major parks, 

recreation and conservation areas that are of significance to the community. Cultural resources 

are identified as rural, residential, commercial, industrial, institutional or transportation 

resources, and community landmarks of historic, cultural or archeological significance. The 

community works to conserve and protect designated natural and cultural resources.   

Altamaha River/Altamaha River Corridor: The Altamaha River forms the northeast boundary of 

Wayne County extending along its entire border. The Altamaha River watershed is one of the 

three largest river basins on the Atlantic Seaboard, is undammed, and is one of the premier 

catfish rivers in the southeast. It is a protected river corridor under the Georgia Planning Act. The 

Altamaha River and its corridor is of much importance to the history and natural resources of 

both the county and the state and has been deemed one of the 75 Last Great Places on Earth by 

the Nature Conservancy. 

Little Satilla River/Little Satilla River Corridor:  The Little Satilla River is located in the 

southwestern part of the county where it forms the border with Pierce County for approximately 

11 miles. It is also a protected river corridor under the Georgia Planning Act. The Little Satilla 

has one boat landing, Bennett’s Landing. There is one leased Wildlife Management Area located 

on the Little Satilla River, the Little Satilla Wildlife Management Area. 
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Little Satilla Wildlife Management Area: The state leased Little Satilla WMA surrounds the 

Little Satilla River. It is situated on 18,920 acres of land, extending into Brantley and Pierce 

counties, as well as Wayne. 

Doctortown Railroad Trestle: The site of the only Confederate victory on Sherman’s march to 

the Sea, December 19, 1864. Every third Saturday in December the Wayne County Historical 

Society and the Wayne County Board of Tourism re-enact the event. Doctortown Road Trestle is 

located on the Altamaha River east of U.S. 301.  

Williamsburg Site: In 1792 a town was laid out, a fort was built, and a rum distillery was 

constructed. The town, Williamsburg, was approximately 15 miles from Doctortown at Upper 

Sansavilla Bluff. The town of Williamsburg lasted until 1829; all above ground traces of the 

community have been destroyed through the years.  

Mount Venture: Mary Musgrove set up a trading post at this site which was occupied by Georgia 

Rangers. In 1742 Yamasee Indians attacked and burned Fort Mount Venture leaving melted 

glass, beads, and ceramic remains that are still evident today. Mount Venture is located on the 

Altamaha River in the lower Sansavilla area.  

Old Federal Road:  An established Indian trail through Wayne County which was designated a 

federal road during George Washington’s presidency. It is believed to have passed near Ft. James 

and joined the Doctortown Trail before joining the Alachua Trail (generally along present-day 

U.S. 301) and continuing into Florida.  

Old Post Road : A former Indian trail, Old Post Road was used by the Spanish and British. The 

first mail service south of Savannah was established over this road in 1763. Old Post Road later 

became a regular stagecoach route. It is located on and near the eastern boundary of Wayne 

County with Glynn County and runs from U.S. 341 to GA Hwy. 32. The entire road runs from 

Savannah to St. Mary’s/Florida.  

Penholloway Wildlife Management Area: The state-owned Penholloway WMA extends along 

the southern side of the Altamaha River and is situated on 4,269 acres of land near Paradise Park. 

It adjoins Sansavilla Wildlife Management Area on its eastern side.  
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Rogers Tract Wildlife Management Area: The state-leased Rogers Tract WMA is located in the 

southern part of the county and is adjacent to Broadhurst Environmental Landfill. Rogers Tract 

WMA is situated on 3,500 acres of land.  

Sansavilla Wildlife Management Area: The state-leased Sansavilla WMA extends along the 

southern side of the Altamaha River. It is situated on 16,867 acres of land from Wayne into 

Glynn County. 

Lake Grace: Lake Grace is a 250-acre county developed recreation facility near Jesup that 

provides boating, fishing, waterskiing, and picnicking opportunities.  

Rapid Development/Change Likely 

Designated locations where development or disturbance of land is expected. The development 

can be categorized as residential, commercial, industrial, public/institutional, 

agriculture/forestry, mixed use, transportation/communications/utilities, and/or 

park/recreation/conservation. 

Northwest of Jesup/North of Odom: This area is north of the City of Jesup and is adjacent to a 

high traffic area where mostly residential, but also industrial and public/institutional 

development has occurred. Additional similar development, the majority being residential, is 

expected in this area, as well as possible commercial development. 

Regional Industrial Park: The Regional Industrial Park is located in the southeastern part of the 

county along U.S. 341 East. Space is available for the construction of facilities as well as an 

abundance of acreage. A proposed ethanol plant is slated for construction as the park’s first 

tenant. 

U.S. 341 North/South, U.S. 301 North/South: These locations will spur commercial growth and 

limited residential development due to the proximity to Jesup. Limited infill opportunities are 

also available along the corridors.  

Proposed New Industrial Park: This area is located behind Bill Morris Park, between U.S. 84 and 

301 South off of Macon Street to west of Slover Road.   
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GA 169/Tank Rd. Area: This area is north of Jesup and is surrounded by residential 

development. The close proximity of this location to Jesup, as well as ongoing residential 

development nearby, makes it an ideal site for continued residential development.  

Southeastern Part of County/Old Post Rd: Due to ongoing residential development and planned 

industrial development in this area, as well as limited commercial development, it is projected 

that similar development will continue in this area particularly spillover residential development 

given the area’s proximity to the Glynn County line. The Regional Industrial Park is also located 

near this area and space is available for the construction of facilities as well as an abundance of 

acreage. A proposed ethanol plant is already scheduled for construction.  

Area west of U.S. 301 North of Jesup: Due to existing and planned residential development, it is 

projected that residential development, likely principally manufactured homes, will continue 

north of Jesup near U.S. 301 North. There are a significant number of manufactured homes in 

this area, due to the lower cost than a site built structure. It is anticipated that the number of 

manufactured homes will increase in this area. This area is located in the northern part of the 

county.  

Development May Outpace Infrastructure 

Designated locations where development is expected to occur or has begun occurring. The 

necessary infrastructure needed to support development is not in place and can ultimately hinder 

growth. Transportation, water, and/or sewer expansion/installment are the most common 

infrastructure elements needed to support growth.  

Proposed New Industrial Park Area: This area south of Jesup has been re-evaluated by the 

Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT); findings suggest that the road in the industrial 

park needs to be paved. This will increase the industrial park’s marketability and its chances of 

attracting potential industries. There are other infrastructure needs, including water and sewerage 

extensions.  

Northwest of Jesup: Due to the close proximity to Jesup and current residential growth, it is 

anticipated that this area will be a candidate for annexation into the city. It will continue to be a 

growth location for residential development. Infrastructure will need to be extended into this area 
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to more properly accommodate growth, once underserved areas in the existing city limits are 

served. 

Regional Industrial Park: The Regional Industrial Park is located along U.S. 341 South. The 

regional park is a relatively new development; in order to attract potential industries 

infrastructure such as water, sewer, and/or paved roads will need to be extended or constructed. 

A proposed ethanol plant is already planned for construction. Due to the distance from Jesup, 

infrastructure will, at least initially, have to be self-contained.   

Areas Needing Redevelopment 

These areas are generally in need of treatment/rehabilitation to help restore structures/area 

back to a former state or to a better condition by means of repairs, remodeling, or demolishing 

the structure and building a new one. Redevelopment of these structures improves the aesthetics 

and appearance of the area, increasing the chances of growth. 

U.S. 301 North to River: This area is located north of Jesup. The area is predominately older 

commercial development with a significant number of convenience stores. Some of the areas are 

overgrown and are in need of improvements and infill development.  

Lake Grace Area: This area is located north of the Little Satilla River Corridor in western Wayne 

County between Odum and Screven. Some of the existing developments surrounding Lake Grace 

include some properties, especially manufactured homes, which are showing their age and are in 

need of redevelopment.  

Large Abandoned Structures/Sites 

These are areas with large structures/sites that have been deserted; due to the abandonment it is 

common for beautification treatment to be needed to improve appearance and aesthetics of the 

structures/sites. This includes sites that may be environmentally contaminated.   

American Tank & Welding/Tank Rd. U.S. 341: This facility has been vacant since early spring 

2009. The American Tank & Welding facility is located in the northeast part of the county. With 

the site’s close proximity to Jesup, redevelopment of this property needs to be carefully 
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examined to ensure compatibility with existing development. However, it is an important and 

available industrial building and site.  

Infill Opportunities 

These areas have existing infrastructure in place and help to reduce the disturbance of 

undeveloped land. Development of sites close to infill opportunities are strongly encouraged 

throughout the community, existing infrastructure may be available depending on proximity.  

U.S. 301 North: This area is predominately older commercial development. The primary use of 

development along U.S. 301 North is convenience stores, truck stops, and assorted other 

highway-oriented commercial uses.    

Concentration of Housing/Income Need 

These locations are defined as significant areas of blight where low income or unemployment 

causes a higher level of poverty than the community as a whole.  This results in a lack of 

investment and property maintenance.   

U.S. 301 North to River:  There are scattered areas of poverty and blight throughout Wayne 

County; however, the majority has been confined to commercial and residential properties, 

including many manufactured homes, located on or near, mainly west of U.S. 301 North to the 

Altamaha River. This is an area where redevelopment is necessary in order to improve the 

appearance and aesthetics of the county so that it exemplifies the rural character and aesthetically 

pleasing atmosphere associated with Wayne County, Jesup, Odum, and Screven. This area is 

located just northwest of the City of Jesup.  

City of Jesup 

Natural/Cultural Resources 

Natural resources are any scenic areas, prime agricultural or forest lands, major parks, 

recreation and conservation areas that are of significance to the community. Cultural resources 

are identified as rural, residential, commercial, industrial, institutional or transportation 

resources, and community landmarks of historic, cultural or archeological significance. The 

community works to conserve and protect designated natural and cultural resources.   
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McMillan Greek Greenway: The 2.5 mile greenway along McMillan Creek Corridor in the City 

of Jesup is an environmental project that will improve water quality, offer recreational resources, 

provide environmental education resources for local schools, provide habitat for in stream and 

near stream wildlife, and become a leading community asset in protecting and preserving a 

valuable resource. Plans for the greenway include provision for both passive and active 

recreation pursuits. The project began in 2000, it is anticipated to be completed in the winter of 

2010.  

Wayne County Courthouse: The Romanesque style Wayne County Courthouse in the City of 

Jesup was built in 1903. The Courthouse was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 

1980. It continues to be used for various county offices and judicial proceedings.  

Leonard Carter House: The old Carter House was built circa 1901. This Queen Anne Victorian 

style house was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1989. The house is located 

on Wayne Street and remains a private residence. 

Trowell House: The house was built by John W.C. Trowell over a century ago. The Trowells 

were early pillars of First Methodist Church in Jesup. The home was used to house teachers 

during the Great Depression. Rehabilitated for bed-and-breakfast use in the early 1990s, the 

house has returned to private residential use. It was added to the National Register of Historic 

Places in 1993.   

Downtown Jesup: Jesup was incorporated on October 24, 1870 and named for the late Morris K. 

Jesup or Thomas Sidney Jesup. There is still some doubt about which man the city was named 

for. The downtown area is generally considered to consist of Bay and Elm streets from U. S. 84 

just past East and West Cherry streets. A small section of downtown Jesup is located within the 

Old Town Jesup Historic District. It remains the important cultural, governmental, and historic 

commercial center of Jesup, and all of Wayne County.  

Old Town Jesup Neighborhood: This neighborhood is bound by Harper, Cherry, and South 

Brunswick streets. The National Register-listed Trowell House is located within the Old Town 

Jesup Neighborhood.  This area contains historic residential development dating to the heyday of 

early city and county growth.  
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Jesup Depot:  The Jesup Depot was formerly known as the Jesup Atlantic Coast Line Depot. The 

depot was damaged by a fire in 2003, but due to funding constraints rehabilitation efforts have 

been limited. It is located in the heart of downtown Jesup on an active CSX Railroad line and is 

one of only two Amtrak stops in eastern Georgia. Grant funded rehabilitation is expected to 

begin later in 2010.  

Rapid Development/Change Likely 

Designated locations where development or disturbance of land is expected. The development 

can be categorized as residential, commercial, industrial, public/institutional, 

agriculture/forestry, mixed use, transportation/communication/utilities, and/or 

park/recreation/conservation. 

Four Lane Corridors: Due to the close proximity to downtown Jesup, these areas are expected to 

experience commercial and/or limited residential growth. There is some public/institutional and 

industrial development along the four lane corridors; however, development of this type is not 

expected to increase in this area. These corridors include U.S. 341 North and South, U.S. 301 

North and South, and U.S. 84 intown and West. The needed infrastructure is in place to 

accommodate projected growth for the most part. 

Development May Outpace Infrastructure 

Designated locations where development is expected to occur or has begun occurring. The 

necessary infrastructure needed to support development is not in place and can ultimately hinder 

growth. Transportation, water, and/or sewer expansion/installment are the most common 

infrastructure elements needed to support growth.  

South Palm Street: This area in the south part of Jesup is in need of water, sewer, and fire 

protection services. It has experienced growth; however, with limited infrastructure it may be 

difficult to attract additional development. 

Cowboy Road:  This area is in need of water, sewer and fire protection services. Residential 

development in this area utilizes septic tanks. Cowboy Road is located in the northern part of the 

city.    
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Areas Needing Redevelopment 

These areas are generally in need of treatment/rehabilitation to help restore structures/area 

back to a former state or to a better condition by means of repairs, remodeling, or demolishing 

the structure and building a new one. Redevelopment of these structures improves the aesthetics 

and appearance of the area, increasing the chances of growth. 

Walnut St. Commercial Corridor: This area is located in the southeastern part of the city. This 

commercial corridor has experienced some decline in recent years with businesses closing and 

no new business coming into the area. It is in need of rehabilitation to improve its appearance 

and attract new commercial businesses.  

Pine Street: This residential area is located in the northeast part of the city and is in close 

proximity to Downtown Jesup. This area is considered a CDBG target area 

Pepper Hill: This area is located just east of Downtown Jesup. It is a low and moderate income 

residential area that has a number of homes that are in need of rehabilitation.  

Across the Bay: This neighborhood is located along the Boston and Fourth streets area. It is in 

close proximity to Downtown Jesup. 

East Jesup: This area is in the southeast part of the city. It extends along U. S. Hwy 341 South 

and Myrtle and Gilford streets.  

East Walnut Street to Pine Street: This residential area is located along Second to Fifth streets.  

In an effort to improve the aesthetics of this area, dilapidated and/or abandoned properties are 

being razed.  

Cracker Williams Community Center:  The center is located in the southeastern part of the city. 

Several major community-wide events take place at the recreation center annually attracting 

visitors from outside the community. The community center needs to be rehabilitated to improve 

its appearance and enhance the Cracker Williams Recreation Center.  

Hall Richardson Community Center: This center is located in the northern part of the city. It 

provides a recreational opportunity for the surrounding low and moderate income area.   
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Cherry Street West: This area is located in the northeastern part of the city. Rehabilitation efforts 

are needed in this older commercial area to improve existing development and attract additional 

development. This entranceway into downtown used to be U.S. 341. 

U.S. 301 North and South: U.S. 301 North and South are major entranceways for the City of 

Jesup. Abandoned properties, dilapidated structures, and blight are a common sight in these 

areas. Redevelopment of these areas is imperative to the community. An attractive, aesthetically 

pleasing entranceway establishes the atmosphere associated with the city, and attracts businesses 

and visitors.  

Large Abandoned Structures/Sites 

These are areas with large structures/sites that have been deserted; due to the abandonment it is 

common for beautification treatment to be needed to improve appearance and aesthetics of the 

structures/sites. This includes sites that may be environmentally contaminated.   

Former Winn Dixie Shopping Center: The former Winn Dixie Shopping Center is located on 

West Cherry Street. Several properties in the shopping center, including its namesake anchor, are 

vacant. Minor repairs are needed to improve the aesthetics of the properties.  

Doc Holidays: The former restaurant and tavern is located on West Pine Street. Doc Holidays is 

ready for occupancy. The vacant property is located along the U.S. 341 South (Pine Street) 

Corridor.   

Former Pizza Inn/Captain D’s/Waffle House: The former Pizza Inn and Captain D’s are located 

at the East Cherry Street/U.S. 341 intersection, while Waffle House is located on First Street. All 

are currently vacant properties. 

Jesup Ford: This car dealership is located at U.S. 84/First Street and U.S. 341 intersection near 

downtown Jesup. With the recent economic turmoil, especially in the automotive sector, small 

dealerships were forced to close their operation. The building has been vacant since October 

2008, after 60 years of business.  
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Nissan: This recently closed car dealership is located on U.S. 301 South. With the recent 

economic turmoil, especially in the automotive sector, small dealerships were forced to close 

their operation.   

Harris Gin: The Harris Gin building, formerly known as The Furniture Place, is located on South 

Fifth Street. This building has over 19,000 sq. ft, with existing infrastructure in place. The 

facility has been vacant since 2003.     

Broad/Walnut Streets: These are historic commercial areas in downtown Jesup with the greatest 

need of redevelopment and rehabilitation.  

Pine Street: This in town corridor used to be primarily residential; it is now U.S. 341. While 

undergoing transition to commercial and other uses, it remains in general need of redevelopment 

and improved aesthetics.  

GA Narrow Fabrics: This facility has been abandoned for approximately two years. The textile 

mill was in business for about 40 years, employing over 60 people. The structure is in standard 

condition and has over 120,000 sq ft.  It is located along Sunset Boulevard in the existing 

industrial park. The facility is in need of minor cosmetic work.  

Old Wayneline Building: The Old Wayneline Building formerly known as Ross Lighting is 

located on West Project Street. The building has over 150,000 sq. ft. Due to abandonment of the 

property, rehabilitation and beautification efforts are needed.  

Infill Opportunities 

These areas have existing infrastructure in place and help to reduce the disturbance of 

undeveloped land. Development of sites close to infill opportunities are strongly encouraged 

throughout the community, existing infrastructure may be available depending on proximity.  

K-Mart Shopping Center: Commercial infill opportunities are available in this area. Several 

vacant commercial spaces are available in this strip shopping center, although K-Mart and Bealls 

are active anchors. This area has a number of restaurants and stores that would make the vacant 

spaces in the shopping center marketable for a variety of potential businesses.  
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Former Winn Dixie Shopping Center: Located in the west part of Jesup on West Cherry Street, 

the Winn Dixie Shopping Center has several vacant properties available, including the namesake 

anchor space.   

Mr. J’s BBQ: This restaurant is located on Sunset Boulevard just south of U.S. 341 in West 

Jesup. The former restaurant has been vacant for approximately one year; it is located in a small 

shopping center.  

Broad Street/Walnut Street Areas: This downtown area would be suitable for redevelopment and 

commercial infill. The historic integrity needs to be protected to the extent possible, and all 

development should be compatible and complementary in size, scale, and character.  

U.S. 301 North: This area is surrounded by residential, industrial, and older commercial 

development, much in need of redevelopment. There are some scattered lots vacant for possible 

infill development. Water is available in some areas of U.S. 301 North; however, sewer service 

is not. Extensions of services are needed in this area to attract additional development.   

Concentration of Housing/Income Need 

These locations are defined as significant areas of blight where low income or unemployment 

causes a higher level of poverty than the community as a whole.  This results in a lack of 

investment and property maintenance.   

Areas of poverty and blight in Jesup are generally confined to eight areas; these areas make up a 

significant portion of the city. The areas consist of manufactured homes and/or houses that are 

old and in need of rehabilitation. These areas usually result from low incomes and the 

consequences of lack of investment and upkeep. These areas may be considered for potential 

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG). By utilizing CDBG grants and other efforts of 

housing rehabilitation to enhance the appearance and aesthetics of the areas, these locations can 

add to the small town, rural character and appearance of Jesup, and be maintained as viable 

neighborhoods.  

Pepper Hill: This area is located just east of Downtown Jesup. It is a residential area that has a 

number of homes that are in need of rehabilitation. 
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Walnut Street: This area is located in the northwest part of the city and is in close proximity to 

Downtown Jesup. In an effort to improve the aesthetics of this area, dilapidated and/or 

abandoned properties are being razed. 

Pine Street: This corridor is transitioning to commercial and other uses from older, low and 

moderate income residential development dating from prior to the rerouting of U.S. 341 to Pine 

Street. It remains in need of redevelopment and beautification. 

Boston Street/4th Street Areas “Across the Bay”: This low and moderate income area is located 

in the northwest quadrant of the city.  

East Jesup: This area is in the southeast part of the city. It extends along U.S. 341 South and 

Myrtle and Gilford streets.  

Cherry Street West: This area is located in the western part of the city, and contains older 

commercial and other developments dating to the corridor’s designation as U.S. 341.   

U.S. 301 North and South: U.S. 301 North and South are major entranceways for the City of 

Jesup with redevelopment and aesthetics enhancements needs as noted earlier.  

Buggy Whip/Buckboard Trail: This residential area is located in the southwestern part of the city 

and is in need of rehabilitation and redevelopment.  

 

City of Odum  

Natural/Cultural Resources 

Natural resources are any scenic areas, prime agricultural or forest lands, major parks, 

recreation and conservation areas that are of significance to the community. Cultural resources 

are identified as rural, residential, commercial, industrial, institutional or transportation 

resources, and community landmarks of historic, cultural or archeological significance. The 

community works to conserve and protect designated natural and cultural resources.   

Cedar Creek Conservation Area: This wetland area extends along the western quadrant of the 

city. Development in the area needs to be supportive of the natural functioning wetland, 

otherwise significant damage to the conservation area may result. 
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Ritch-Martin House: The Ritch-Martin House was built in 1915; it was constructed in the 

Neoclassical Revival-style. The house was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 

1998.  

Odum Depot: The original Odum Depot was constructed in 1888; a fire destroyed the depot in 

1904. In 1905 a new depot was constructed. The Odum Depot was privately moved to Jesup in 

1969; in 2002 the depot was relocated to Town Square/Homecoming Park in Odum. The Odum 

Depot was rehabilitated with a Transportation Enhancement grant and state Local Development 

Funds in 2002. 

Odum Historic District: The Odum Historic District extends along East Railroad and North 

Church streets and is bound by Vinson and Mershon streets. The district consists of primarily 

late 19th to early 20th century houses. The Odum Depot, the National Register-listed Ritch-Martin 

House, and Odum School Gym and TMR building are within the Odum Historic District. A 

section of the historic district extends into the West Odum Redevelopment Area.  

Odum School Gym & TMR Building: The Odum School Gym and TMR buildings are located 

within the Odum Historic District, just off North Church Street. The City has expressed an 

interest in acquiring the two facilities from the Wayne County Board of Education and 

preserving the historic school facilities for continued community use.  

Rapid Development/Change Likely 

Designated locations where development or disturbance of land is expected. The development 

can be categorized as residential, commercial, industrial, public/institutional, 

agriculture/forestry, mixed use, transportation/communication/utilities, and/or 

park/recreation/conservation. 

Tillman Street/Cedar Street: Cedar Street is located in the north part of the city and has 

experienced residential development. Tillman Street is located in the south part of the city and 

has experienced some residential development as well as limited commercial development. It is 

expected that compatible development will continue to occur.  
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Development May Outpace Infrastructure 

Designated locations where development is expected to occur or has begun occurring. The 

necessary infrastructure needed to support development is not in place and can ultimately hinder 

growth. Transportation, water, and/or sewer expansion/installment are the most common 

infrastructure elements needed to support growth.  

Tillman Street/Cedar Street: These areas are in need of water and sewer services. While limited 

residential development has occurred in this area, without the necessary infrastructure in place 

additional residential development may be hindered.  

U.S. 341 : This route through the middle of town is the existing and future location for 

commercial development. As development continues, it is imperative that infrastructure is in 

place to encourage desired additional quality development.  

Areas Needing Redevelopment 

These areas are generally in need of treatment/rehabilitation to help restore structures/area 

back to a former state or to a better condition by means of repairs, remodeling, or demolishing 

the structure and building a new one. Redevelopment of these structures improves the aesthetics 

and appearance of the area, increasing the chances of growth. 

Odum Community Center: The Odum Community Center is located on U.S. 341; it is adjacent to 

the recreation facility. The Odum Community Center is in need of minor repairs to improve the 

aesthetics of the center and the surrounding area. The Odum Garden Club is currently working to 

improve the facility and open space around the center.  

Victoria/Priscilla/Jasper Streets/Louise Lane: This area is in the northeast part of the city and is 

adjacent to the U.S. 341 North corridor. The homes in this area are mostly manufactured homes 

and are in need of demolition and/or rehabilitation. There may be infrastructure needs as well. 

Infill Opportunities 

These areas have existing infrastructure in place and help to reduce the disturbance of 

undeveloped land. Development of sites close to infill opportunities are strongly encouraged 

throughout the community, existing infrastructure may be available depending on proximity.  
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Tillman Street Area: Tillman Street Area is a residential neighborhood in south Odum with infill 

opportunities for additional residential development. Some existing infrastructure is in place; 

however, additional infrastructure is needed.  

Cedar Street Extension: Cedar Street Extension is a residential development area in north Odum 

with infill opportunities for additional residential development. Some existing infrastructure is in 

place; however, additional infrastructure is needed.  

Abandoned Convenience Store: This former convenience store is located at the intersection of 

U.S. 341 and Carter Street. The building is currently being used for storage.  

Concentration of Housing/Income Need 

These locations are defined as significant areas of blight where low income or unemployment 

causes a higher level of poverty than the community as a whole.  This results in a lack of 

investment and property maintenance.   

Jasper/Louise streets: This area is adjacent to one of the main entrances into Odum via 

Surrency/Appling County, along U.S. Hwy. 341 North. This is an area where redevelopment is 

necessary in order to improve the appearance and aesthetics. The homes, many of them 

manufactured homes, in this area are in a deteriorated condition with visual blight present. This 

area is located just east of the Odum Historic District.  

City of Screven 

Natural/Cultural Resources 

Natural resources are any scenic areas, prime agricultural or forest lands, major parks, 

recreation and conservation areas that are of significance to the community. Cultural resources 

are identified as rural, residential, commercial, industrial, institutional or transportation 

resources, and community landmarks of historic, cultural or archeological significance. The 

community works to conserve and protect designated natural and cultural resources.   

Park/greenway: The City of Screven has recently been awarded a federal grant to develop a 

1,100 feet long boardwalk nature trail with observation deck/outdoor classroom in the eastern 
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part of the city which will connect to the community’s Martha Frazier Fisher Park. Signage along 

the trail will identify different species of trees.  

Grace House: This house is associated with one of the founding families of Screven, important to 

its civic and commercial development, beginning with Captain Christopher Columbus Grace 

(C.C. Grace) soon after the Civil War. C.C. Grace’s grandson, Herbert Lindsay Grace, was also a 

prominent landowner and businessman, and was instrumental in the establishment of Lake 

Lindsay Grace as its name implies. The current owner of the house, Robert Lindsay Thomas, is a 

Grace descendant. He served in the U.S. House from 1982 to 1992, and has played important 

roles in the 1996 Atlanta Olympics Games and the Georgia Chamber of Commerce.  

Screven Historic District: Screven has two historic districts: J.L. Tyre Residential Historic 

District and the Sharpe Street Historic District. The J.L. Tyre Residential Historic District is 

bound by U.S. 84/School Street/Church Street/and just past C.W. Collins Street. The Sharpe 

Street Historic District is bound by Joyner Street/School Street and just past Davis Street. Both 

areas encompass collections of early to mid 20th century houses, most of which remain in 

residential use.  

Rapid Development/Change Likely 

Designated locations where development or disturbance of land is expected. The development 

can be categorized as residential, commercial, industrial, public/institutional, 

agriculture/forestry, mixed use, transportation/communication/utilities, and/or 

park/recreation/conservation. 

U.S. 84:  U.S. 84 is the major thoroughfare and runs through the center of Screven. Additional 

development that is compatible with and supportive of existing development such as residential, 

commercial, and limited public/institutional uses are likely to occur.  

Development May Outpace Infrastructure 

Designated locations where development is expected to occur or has begun occurring. The 

necessary infrastructure needed to support development is not in place and can ultimately hinder 

growth. Transportation, water, and/or sewer expansion/installment are the most common 

infrastructure elements needed to support growth.  
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U.S. 84 Corridor: This area is continuing to experience commercial and residential development. 

As development continues, it is imperative that infrastructure is in place to encourage desired 

additional quality development.  

Areas Needing Redevelopment 

These areas are generally in need of treatment/rehabilitation to help restore structures/area 

back to a former state or to a better condition by means of repairs, remodeling, or demolishing 

the structure and building a new one. Redevelopment of these structures improves the aesthetics 

and appearance of the area, increasing the chances of growth. 

Screven Community Center: The Screven Community Center is in need of rehabilitation to 

improve the existing facility.  

Tarber Street/Martha Street Areas: This area is located in the northeast part of the city. Poverty 

and blight are generally widespread in a community; however, it has been confined to this one 

area. The Tarber Street/Martha Street area is bound by McKee Hargett Street, Brown Street, just 

beyond Gaffney Street and extends into the county. Disinvestment areas such as the Tarber 

Street/Martha Street Areas usually result from low incomes and the consequences of lack of 

investment and upkeep. The area may be considered for potential Community Development 

Block Grants (CDBG). 

Infill Opportunities 

These areas have existing infrastructure in place and help to reduce the disturbance of 

undeveloped land. Development of sites close to infill opportunities are strongly encouraged 

throughout the community, existing infrastructure may be available depending on proximity.  

Joyner Street: Joyner Street is located within the Sharpe Street Residential Historic District. This 

area is surrounded by residential development with limited commercial development, infill 

opportunities for additional residential and/or commercial development are available. Any new 

development should be compatible with existing historic development in terms of design, scale, 

materials, and the like.  
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Concentration of Housing/Income Need 

These locations are defined as significant areas of blight where low income or unemployment 

causes a higher level of poverty than the community as a whole.  This results in a lack of 

investment and property maintenance.   

Tarber Street/Martha Street Areas: This area is located in the northeast part of the city. Poverty 

and blight are generally widespread in a community; however, it has been confined to this one 

area. The Tarber Street/Martha Street area is bound by McKee Hargett Street, Brown Street, just 

beyond Gaffney Street and extends into the county. Disinvestment areas such as the Tarber 

Street/Martha Street Areas usually result from low incomes and the consequences of lack of 

investment and upkeep. The area may be considered for potential Community Development 

Block Grants (CDBG).  

Recommended Character Areas 

The preliminary identified and recommended character areas (and subareas) include the 

following parts of the county and its municipalities because of special areas of concern, their 

uniqueness, as well as differing expectations of, and stimuli for, growth and development. They 

are shown on Map LU-5 for Wayne County, LU-6 for the City of Jesup, LU-7 for the City of 

Odum, and LU-8 for the City of Screven.  

Wayne County 

 Altamaha River Corridor. The entire eastern border of Wayne County is the Altamaha 

River Corridor, which is protected under the 1991 River Corridor Protection Act. The Act 

provides for the maintenance of a natural vegetative buffer of 100 feet on each side of the river 

and regulations of uses infringing upon the required buffer. In October, 2000, Wayne County 

adopted the “Environmental Conservation, On-Site Sewage Management, and Permit 

Ordinance,” which includes provisions for protecting the river corridor. The Altamaha River 

forms the border of Wayne County along its eastern, northern, and northeastern sides with 

McIntosh, Long, and Tattnall counties. The Altamaha River is of significant natural and 

economic importance to Wayne County and the region. Historic and archaeological sites of 

major importance located along the Altamaha River include Doctortown, Fort James, Mary 
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Musgrove’s Trading Post, and numerous Indian sites.  In terms of economics, the river provides 

for the spawning of shrimp, shellfish, and other commercial seafood. The Nature Conservancy 

designated the Altamaha River as 1 of 75 “Last Great Places” remaining worldwide. Two 

wildlife management areas lie within the Altamaha River Corridor, the state-owned Penholloway 

Creek Wildlife Management Area and the Sansavilla Wildlife Management Area, which is 

leased. Principal land uses allowed in this character area should be conservation, forestry, and 

recreational with limited low density residential, commercial, public and 

transportation/compatible utility uses.  

 Little Satilla River Corridor. The southwestern part of the county is bordered by the 

Little Satilla River, where it forms the border with Pierce County for approximately 11 miles. 

The Little Satilla River is protected under the 1991 River Corridor Protection Act, and in 

October, 2000, Wayne County adopted the “Environmental Conservation, On-Site Sewage 

Management, and Permit Ordinance,” which provides for protection as required by DNR’s Part 5 

Environmental Standards.  The Little Satilla has one boat landing, Bennett’s Landing. There is 

one state-leased Wildlife Management Area located on the Little Satilla River, Little Satilla 

Wildlife Management Area. Principal land uses allowed in this character area should be 

conservation, forestry, and recreational with limited low density residential, commercial, public 

and transportation/compatible utility uses.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Conserve and protect the Altamaha River and Little Satilla River Corridors through 

 enforcement of the locally adopted Environmental Conservation Ordinance and other 

 means 

 • Capitalize on economic opportunities associated with natural resources, and seek to 

 promote, develop, and cultivate additional compatible uses of these resources 

 • Seek additional development that is compatible with and supportive of existing 

 development  

 Lake Grace. Lake Grace is a county-developed and owned recreation facility in the 

western part of the county between Odum and Screven, providing 250 acres for boating, fishing, 
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waterskiing, and picnicking. Further expected development includes camping facilities and 

signage from the major highways. Lake Grace is expected to become a thriving economic 

recreational attraction for Wayne County as a regional recreation and tourism facility.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve the lake area 

through community investment and appropriate regulations 

 • Continue to promote Lake Grace as a tourist attraction  

 Little Satilla WMA; Penholloway Creek WMA; Rogers Tract WMA; and  

Sansavilla WMA; Georgia has more than 90 wildlife management areas (WMA) 

throughout the state. These areas provide Georgians with over one million acres of land 

designated for hunting and the conservation of natural resources. There are four WMAs located 

in Wayne County: Little Satilla WMA, Penholloway Creek WMA, Rogers Tract WMA, and 

Sansavilla WMA. The total land mass of WMAs in Wayne County is nearly 43,000 acres 

(42,926 acres). The Little Satilla WMA is located along the Little Satilla River Corridor in the 

southwestern part of the county and is approximately 18,290 acres. Little Satilla WMA extends 

into two additional counties, Brantley and Pierce. Penholloway Creek WMA is located along the 

Altamaha River Corridor in the southeastern part of the county and is approximately 4,269 acres. 

The Rogers Tract WMA is located in the southern part of the county, it is approximately 3,500 

acres. Sansavilla WMA is located along the Altamaha River Corridor in the southeastern part of 

the county and is approximately 16,867 acres. The Sansavilla WMA also extends into Glynn 

County. Only Penholloway WMA is owned by the State of Georgia; the other three are leased, 

providing no assurance of long-term protection.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Conserve and protect the wildlife management areas through community 

 investment and appropriate regulations 

 • Pursue additional public and private outdoor recreation or nature venues  
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 U.S. 301 North Corridor; U.S. 341 South Growth Corridor; 

U.S. 341 North Corridor; U.S. 84 West Corridor.  

The four corridors; U.S. 301 North, U.S.341 South, U.S.341 North, and U.S. 84 West, are 

primary entranceways into Wayne County and Jesup and have been areas of major commercial, 

industrial, and residential development. U.S. 84 is also a thoroughfare for Screven, while U.S. 

341 bisects Odum. The corridors are divided, four-laned highways (completed or soon-to-be); all 

are partly served by infrastructure. The U.S. 341 South Growth Corridor is located southeast of 

Jesup to the Wayne County line and is a recognized growth corridor, especially for commercial 

and industrial businesses. The Regional Industrial Park is located along the U.S. 341 South 

Growth Corridor.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Enhance gateways/entranceways through signage, landscaping/beautification and other 

means to exemplify the rural character of Wayne County and its municipalities 

 • Encourage appropriate infill development through planning, infrastructure 

 location and regulation 

 • Seek and promote development which is compatible with, and supportive of, the 

 rural character of Wayne County  

 Greater Jesup Growth Area. The City of Jesup is the largest municipality, as well as 

the seat of county government and the location of most of Wayne County’s commercial, 

industrial, and other economic activity. As such, the City of Jesup will continue to be the focus 

for intense development, particularly general commercial, industrial, and multi-family residential 

growth. The expected growth and character area would include the surrounding environs, mostly 

to the north and west, extending along the U.S. 301 North Corridor, U.S. 341 northwest to 

Baxley, and U.S. 341 south to Brunswick. Residential growth is expected to continue throughout 

this area, as well as additional commercial and industrial growth along the major highways and 

near the South Jesup/Airport Industrial Area which borders the area. The Greater Jesup Growth 

Area is the likely principal growth area for intense land uses because of the availability of 
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water/sewer and other services, and because it is the existing location of facilities, services, and 

economic development. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Develop county-wide land use regulations to encourage compatible land utilization 

 • Seek infill development to utilize existing infrastructure or where such infrastructure 

 can reasonably be extended or provided 

 • Extend infrastructure to control/direct/support growth as desired 

 • Explore the feasibility of annexation where appropriate and desired 

 South Jesup/Airport Industrial Area. The significant acreage of undeveloped land, 

proximity to Jesup, and existing infrastructure makes the South Jesup/Airport Industrial Area 

ideal for industrial development as well as limited commercial development. The Wayne County 

Airport, a level III airport, is located in this area; by 2015 the airport is anticipated to become a 

regional airport. The area is located on U.S. 301 South, providing access to a major federal 

highway in Wayne County, and is adjacent to existing industrial development. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Develop the necessary infrastructure and industrial park improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired commercial and industrial growth 

 • Actively recruit new industry and commercial development compatible with, and 

 supportive of, the resources, infrastructure, existing economy, and the natural 

 environments of the community 

 • Maintain a modern airport through necessary infrastructure/equipment upgrades and 

 maintenance 

 Regional Industrial Park. Located along one of the major federal highways in Wayne 

County, U.S. 341 south to Glynn County (Brunswick), the Regional Industrial Park has over 540 

acres available for development. An ethanol plant is planned for construction as the park’s 

proposed first tenant.  
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 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Develop the necessary infrastructure and industrial park improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired commercial and industrial growth 

 • Actively recruit new industry and commercial development compatible with, and 

 supportive of, the resources, infrastructure, existing economy, and the natural 

 environments of the community 

 Northwest Wayne County Growth Area. This area of predominant 

agriculture/forestry/rural land uses has experienced scattered residential development. The 

Northwest Wayne County Growth Area is adjacent to the U.S. 341 north corridor and borders the 

cities of Jesup and Odum. The area has been the principal location for recent residential growth 

in the County and will continue to attract residential development and limited commercial 

development due to its proximity to U.S. 341, Jesup, and the elementary school in Odum. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Promote development that is compatible with existing development 

 • Utilize infrastructure location to guide growth  

 • Develop county-wide land use regulations to encourage compatible land utilization 

 East Wayne County Growth Area. This area of predominant agriculture/forestry/rural 

land uses has experienced scattered residential development and limited commercial 

development, but is poised to receive more in the near future. The East Wayne County Growth 

Area is adjacent to the U.S. 341 South Growth Corridor and in close proximity to the Regional 

Industrial Park and Sansavilla WMA. The area will continue to attract residential and 

commercial development, as well as limited industrial development because of growth pressure 

from Glynn County, Brunswick, and the Georgia Coast.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Encourage growth which preserves and protect its rural character and quality of life 
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 • Promote development that is respective of, compatible with, and maintains and supports 

 the existing rural character, open spaces, wildlife management areas, as well as other 

 important natural resources 

 • Utilize infrastructure to guide growth  

 • Develop county-wide land use regulations to encourage compatible land utilization 

 Rural Wayne County. The vast majority of Wayne County, with its stable 

forestry/agricultural/rural land uses, will be the largest character area. The many agricultural 

fields, the Altamaha and Little Satilla rivers, Little Satilla WMA, Penholloway Creek WMA, 

Rogers Tract WMA, Sansavilla WMA and other natural and cultural assets offer attractions for 

residential growth to take advantage of the atmosphere, open spaces, and quality of life. There 

are also advantages and potentials for economic development in a broader sense including 

agriculture, forestry, tourism, recreational, and value added concerns. There is a need for 

supporting land use regulation, and for the community to proactively manage, guide, and direct 

growth and development, and to protect its landscape and natural and cultural resources. This 

could also be helped through careful, controlled community investment and location of facilities, 

including paved roads, as well as through appropriate, coordinated land use regulation.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Practice management/guidance/direction of growth and development to protect rural 

 landscape and natural and cultural resources 

 • Support compatible development of natural and cultural resources 

 • Improve beautification and litter control efforts 

• Control location and type of infrastructure development to encourage quality 

development in desired locations 

• Develop county-wide land use regulations to encourage compatible land utilization 

  Broadhurst Environmental Landfill.  This large, regional solid waste facility is located 

in the southern part of the county and is adjacent to Rogers Tract WMA. Broadhurst 
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Environmental Landfill has capacity available for 40-50 years. An expansion to the landfill was 

completed in 2010. The landfill serves as a regional landfill providing services to Appling, 

Brantley, Emanuel, Evans, Glynn, Tattnall, and other Georgia counties, as well as receiving out 

of state solid waste. The Broadhurst Environmental Landfill has been ranked one of the Top 10 

landfills in the state.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Enhance the county’s solid waste facility and initiatives including promoting recycling 

 and new and innovative techniques as they become available 

 • Practice management/guidance/direction of growth and development to protect rural 

 landscape and natural and cultural resources 

City of Jesup 

 Jesup Urban Area (City Limits). As noted before, the City of Jesup is the center of 

urban activity and the economic engine for Wayne County.  The City of Jesup has a number of 

character areas. Recommended character areas include Boston Park, Buggy Whip, East Jesup, 

Pepper Hill, Pinebloom/Rogers, and Robert Hunter Redevelopment Areas; McMillan Creek 

Greenway; Downtown; Greater Jesup Growth Area; Old Town Jesup Historic District; South 

Jesup/Airport Industrial Area; Cherry Street, U.S. 301 Commercial, U.S. 341/Pine Street 

Commerical and U.S. 84 corridors, and U.S. 301 South, U.S. 341 South, and U.S. 84 West 

entranceways. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Actively recruit new industry and commercial/retail development compatible with, and 

 supportive of, the resources, infrastructure, existing economy, and the natural 

 environments of the county 

 • Encourage appropriate, compatible infill development through planning, infrastructure 

 location and regulation 

 • Address substandard housing and concentrations of blight, including manufactured 

 housing developments, and cooperatively upgrade their quality and appearance 
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 through rehabilitation, removal, and code enforcement 

 • Utilize infrastructure location to guide growth 

 Greater Jesup Growth Area. The City of Jesup is the largest municipality, as well as 

the seat of county government and the location of most of the Wayne County’s commercial, 

industrial, and other economic activity. As such, the City of Jesup will continue to be the focus 

for intense development, particularly general commercial, industrial, and multi-family residential 

growth. The expected growth and character area would include the surrounding environs 

extending along the U.S. 301 North Corridor, U.S. 341 northwest to Baxley, and U.S. 84 south to 

Waycross. Residential growth is expected to continue throughout this area, as well as additional 

commercial and industrial growth along the major highways and near the South Jesup/Airport 

Industrial Area which borders the area. The Greater Jesup Growth Area is the likely principal 

growth area for intense land uses because of the availability of water/sewer and other services, 

and because it is the existing location of facilities, services, and economic development. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Develop county-wide land use and other appropriate regulations to encourage 

 compatible land utilization 

 • Seek infill development to utilize existing infrastructure or where such infrastructure 

 can reasonably be extended or provided 

 • Explore the feasibility of annexation where appropriate and desired 

 • Extend infrastructure to control/direct/support growth as desired 

 Downtown. Downtown Jesup is a concentration of commercial, governmental, and 

institutional buildings, some of which are historic. A section of downtown Jesup is within the 

Old Town Jesup Historic District where buildings date back to the late 19th and early to mid 20th 

centuries.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Maintain downtown Jesup as a vibrant, functioning commercial, governmental, and 

 social center through an active downtown development authority and other programs 
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 • Encourage infill development through planning, infrastructure location and regulation 

 • Support downtown revitalization and investment efforts to maintain it as the focus of 

 the community  

 • Encourage public and private adaptive use/reuse of historic buildings, historic districts, 

 and landmark structures 

 • Pursue National Register Historic District listing and encourage use of historic 

 preservation rehabilitation tax incentives 

 • Complete rehabilitation of the Jesup Depot 

 Old Town Jesup Historic District. The historic district is adjacent to Downtown Jesup 

as well as a fraction inside downtown. The Old Town Jesup Historic District is bound by Plum, 

South Brunswick, Bay, and Harper streets. The Old Town Jesup Historic District is eligible for 

the National Register of Historic Places. Three National Register listed structures are located 

inside the district: the Leonard Carter House, the Trowell House, and the Wayne County 

Courthouse. Structures in the historic district date back to the late 19th and early to mid 20th 

centuries, and the heyday of early county and city growth. Many of the structures in the historic 

district remain in residential uses, while others are transitioning to commercial offices, primarily 

along Cherry Street.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Encourage public and private adaptive use/reuse of historic buildings, historic districts, 

 and landmark structures 

 • Pursue National Register Historic District listing and encourage use of historic 

 preservation rehabilitation tax incentives 

• Encourage appropriate infill development through planning, infrastructure location, and 

regulation 

• Work to improve aesthetics through planning, regulation, and other means 
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 U.S. 341/Pine St. Commercial Corridor. This commercial corridor extends along U.S. 

341 from the southeastern part of the city towards Brunswick to the northwestern part of the city 

towards Baxley. The corridor is in close proximity to downtown Jesup, Old Town Jesup Historic 

District, and Pepper Hill Redevelopment Area. There is limited residential and 

public/institutional development along the corridor. As this corridor continues to transition from 

residential development to commercial development, commercial infill development as well as 

commercial redevelopment is likely to occur.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Actively recruit new commercial/retail development compatible with, and supportive 

 of, the resources, existing economy, and the natural environments of the community 

 • Work together to upgrade commercial areas and otherwise improve the appearance and 

 aesthetics of the corridor 

 • Guide growth and development to areas of existing infrastructure and plan and 

 develop expansions to help bring about desired compatible and supportive patterns of 

 growth 

 • Utilize local zoning ordinance or other appropriate regulations to guide corridor’s 

 growth and acceptable/compatible land uses 

 Cherry St. Corridor. This commercial and residential corridor extends through 

downtown Jesup into U.S. 341 North/Odum Highway. The Cherry Street Corridor used to be the 

through town location of U.S. 341 prior to the widening of Pine Street. Due to the location and 

proximity to downtown additional commercial and residential development is likely to occur; as 

well as limited industrial development particularly towards the north end of the corridor towards 

Baxley. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Encourage development and redevelopment that is supportive of, and compatible with 

existing development 
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 • Maintain and improve appearance and aesthetics along the corridor through 

 landscaping/beautification efforts  

 • Guide growth and development to areas of existing infrastructure and plan and 

 develop expansions to help bring about desired compatible and supportive patterns of 

 growth 

 • Utilize local zoning ordinance or other appropriate regulations to guide corridor’s 

 growth and acceptable/compatible land uses 

 U.S. 341 South Entranceway.  U.S. 341 South Entranceway is an area of commercial 

and limited residential land use. The entranceway is a major thoroughfare into the city via 

Brunswick (Glynn County); East Jesup Redevelopment Area is located along the entranceway 

making a section of it an “eyesore.” Additional commercial development, particularly infill 

development, is expected to occur along the U.S. 341 South Entranceway. If the East Jesup 

Redevelopment Area is rehabilitated, additional residential development is likely to occur. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Actively recruit new commercial/retail development compatible with, and supportive 

 of, the resources, existing economy, and the natural environments of the community 

 • Encourage appropriate infill development through planning, infrastructure location and 

 regulation 

 • Work to improve the appearance and aesthetics, including enhancing 

 gateways/entranceways through landscaping/beautification and other means 

 • Guide growth and development to areas of existing infrastructure and plan and 

 develop expansions to help bring about desired compatible and supportive patterns of 

 growth 

 • Utilize local zoning ordinance or other appropriate regulations to guide entranceway’s 

 growth and acceptable/compatible land uses 
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 U.S. 301 Commercial Corridor. U.S. 301 Commercial Corridor is an area of 

commercial and limited residential land use. It extends along U.S. 301 north to just south of U.S. 

341/U.S. 301 intersection. Additional commercial development, particularly infill development, 

and redevelopment of older strip development, is expected to occur along the U.S. 301 

Commercial Corridor.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Actively recruit new commercial/retail development compatible with, and supportive 

 of, the resources, existing economy, and the natural environments of the community 

 • Encourage appropriate infill development through planning, infrastructure location and 

 regulation 

 • Work to improve the appearance and aesthetics, including enhancing 

 gateways/entranceways through landscaping/beautification and other means 

 • Guide growth and development to areas of existing infrastructure and plan and 

 develop expansions to help bring about desired compatible and supportive patterns of 

 growth 

 • Utilize local zoning ordinance or other appropriate regulations to guide corridor’s 

 growth and acceptable/compatible land uses 

 U.S. 301 South Entranceway. The U.S. 301 South Entranceway is an area of 

commercial and residential development, with limited public/institutional land use. Additional 

commercial and residential development is likely to occur along this entranceway.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Work to improve the appearance and aesthetics, including enhancing 

 gateways/entranceways through landscaping/beautification and other means 

• Encourage appropriate infill development through planning, infrastructure location and 

regulation 
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 • Guide growth and development to areas of existing infrastructure and plan and 

 develop expansions to help bring about desired compatible and supportive patterns of 

 growth 

 • Utilize local zoning ordinance or other appropriate regulations to guide entranceway’s

 growth and acceptable/compatible land uses 

 U.S. 84 Commercial Corridor. The U.S. 84 Commercial Corridor is an area of intense 

commercial development and limited public/institutional land use. Additional commercial 

development, particularly infill, is expected to occur along the corridor.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Actively recruit new commercial/retail development compatible with, and supportive 

 of, the resources, existing economy, and the natural environments of the community 

 • Encourage appropriate infill development through planning, infrastructure location and 

 regulation 

 • Work to improve the appearance and aesthetics, including enhancing 

 gateways/entranceways through landscaping/beautification and other means 

 • Utilize local zoning ordinance or other appropriate regulations to guide corridor’s 

 growth and acceptable/compatible land uses 

 U.S. 84 West Entranceway. U.S. 84 West Entranceway is the major thoroughfare into 

Jesup via Pierce (Blackshear) and Ware (Waycross) counties. This entranceway has experienced 

commercial and residential development with limited industrial development due to the close 

proximity to the unincorporated area. Development similar to existing development in this area is 

expected to occur.  

 Suggested Development Strategies  

 • Work to improve the appearance and aesthetics, including enhancing 

 gateways/entranceways through landscaping/beautification and other means 
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• Actively recruit new industry, commercial/retail, and residential development 

compatible with, and  supportive of, the resources, infrastructure, existing economy, and 

the natural environments of the county 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate, guide, and 

 accommodate desired commercial and residential growth 

 • Utilize local zoning ordinance or other appropriate regulations to guide entranceway’s  

 growth and acceptable/compatible land uses 

 South Jesup/Airport Industrial Area. The airport industrial area is important to 

community and economic development, and thus it is essential to guide land use development on 

and surrounding this facility. The South Jesup/Airport Industrial Area consists of the Wayne 

County Airport, Wayne County Industrial Park, and new industrial park. There are over 140 

acres of land available for development in the airport industrial area.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Enhance economic development marketing efforts through the Industrial Development 

 Authority, Wayne County Chamber of Commerce, and other regional/state agencies 

 • Actively recruit new industrial development compatible with, and supportive of, the 

 resources, infrastructure, existing economy, and the natural environments of the 

 community 

 • Continue to seek transportation improvements to ensure that the Wayne County Airport 

 is a regional airport by 2015 

 • Guide growth and development to areas of existing infrastructure and plan and 

 develop expansions to help bring about desired compatible and supportive patterns of 

 growth 

 • Utilize local zoning ordinance or other appropriate regulations to guide corridor’s 

 growth and acceptable/compatible land uses 
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 McMillan Creek Greenway. The principal purposes of the McMillan Creek Greenway 

are to provide a scenic recreational area, to encourage walking within the community, and to 

reduce pollution from runoff. The McMillan Creek Greenway project started in 2000, with an 

estimated completion year of 2010. The greenway is expected to be approximately 2.5 miles 

along McMillan Creek.  There will be two trails on opposite sides of the greenway; a pedestrian 

trail for walking, jogging, bicycling and roller-blading, and an equestrian trail. The paths will 

provide children in several neighborhoods the opportunity to walk to school. The McMillan 

Creek Greenway will provide better and safer access to fishing. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Conserve and protect the McMillan Creek Greenway, the associated floodplain and 

 natural resources, and work to pursue compatible additional compatible public and 

 private outdoor recreation or nature venues   

 • Seek to market the McMillan Creek Greenway and enhance and grow tourism as an 

 important component of the local economy  

 Redevelopment Areas. These areas are generally in need of treatment/rehabilitation to 

help restore structures and/or the area back to a former state or to a better condition by means of 

repairs, remodeling, or demolishing the structure and building a new one. These areas of 

disinvestment and poor property maintenance result in substandard housing and vacant 

properties. Redevelopment of these structures improves the aesthetics and appearance of the 

area, increasing the chances of growth.  

 Pepper Hill Redevelopment Area: This area is in the northeast quadrant of the city. It is 

bound by Walker, Bethlehem, North Cypress, and North Brunswick streets. 

 Boston Park Redevelopment Area: This area is in the northwest quadrant of the city. 

The McMillan Creek Greenway is within this redevelopment area. This area is bound by Clint, 

Boston, and Walker streets and Cowboy Road. 

 East Jesup Redevelopment Area: This area is located along U.S. 341 South in the 

southeast quadrant of the city. The East Jesup Redevelopment Area is adjacent to one of the 

major entranceway corridors for the city.  
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 Buggy Whip Redevelopment Area:; This area is located along Buggy Whip Lane just 

off South Brunswick Street in the south-central area of the city.   

 Robert Hunter Redevelopment Area: This area is located along West Broad Street in 

the southwest quadrant of the city. 

 Pinebloom/Rogers Redevelopment Area: This area is located along South Macon 

Street in the southwest quadrant of the city.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Work to improve appearance and aesthetics through code enforcement and other means 

 • Address substandard housing and concentrations of blight, including manufactured 

 housing developments, and cooperatively upgrade their quality and appearance 

 through rehabilitation, removal, code enforcement and regulation 

 • Provide guidance to, and for location of, compatible housing development through 

 planning, infrastructure location, and regulation 

 • Upgrade its appearance and the quality of its housing development through the use of 

 coordinated construction codes, manufactured home regulations, subdivision regulations, 

 zoning, and growth management tools as appropriate 

 • Utilize housing improvement programs such as, CDBG, CHIP, and others 

City of Odum 

 Cedar Creek Conservation Area. The Cedar Creek Conservation Area extends along 

the northwest side of Odum.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Seek and promote development that is respective of, compatible with, and maintains 

 and supports the existing rural character, open spaces, and landscapes of Odum 
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 • Capitalize on economic opportunities associated with its open spaces and natural and 

 cultural resources, and seek to promote, develop, and cultivate additional compatible 

 uses of these resources 

 • Seek to conserve and protect the Cedar Creek Conservation Area 

 East Odum Redevelopment Area; West Odum Redevelopment Area 

East and West Odum Redevelopment Areas are primarily residential properties with limited 

commercial land use. The East Odum Redevelopment Area is adjacent to the Odum Historic 

District with some properties lying within the historic district. Both redevelopment areas are 

located along the U.S. 341 Corridor. These areas are generally in need of treatment/rehabilitation 

to help restore structures/area back to a former state or to a better condition by means of repairs, 

remodeling, or demolishing the structure and building a new one. Redevelopment of these 

structures improves the aesthetics and appearance of the area, increasing the chances of growth. 

Infrastructure is needed in some areas to encourage compatible new development. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Work to improve appearance and aesthetics through code enforcement and other means 

 • Address substandard housing and concentrations of blight, including manufactured 

 housing developments, and cooperatively upgrade their quality and appearance 

 through rehabilitation, removal, code enforcement and regulation 

 • Provide guidance to, and for location of, compatible housing development through 

 planning, infrastructure location, and regulation 

• Proactively manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve 

natural and cultural resources through community investment and appropriate regulation 

 U.S. 341 Corridor. The U.S. 341 Corridor is the main thoroughfare in Odum, with 

residential, commercial, and public/institutional development along the corridor. The recreation 

area and the community center are located along the corridor as well. With transportation 

improvements along U.S. 341 northwest of the city towards Baxley/Appling County, additional 

development is expected to occur in this area.   
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 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Recruit new commercial/retail and industrial development compatible with, and 

supportive of, the resources, infrastructure, existing economy, and the natural 

environments of the community 

 • Continue to maintain and improve the appearance and aesthetics through ongoing 

landscaping/beautification efforts 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired commercial and residential growth 

 Odum Historic District. This area has been identified as a historic district by the City. 

The Odum Historic District is bounded by U.S. Hwy. 341, just before Jasper Road, just beyond 

Mershon Street, and just before East Lane. The City of Odum has one structure listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places, the Ritch-Carter-Martin House. The National Register-

listed property is located within the Odum Historic District on U.S. 341. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Preserve the heritage and seek to encourage public and private adaptive use/reuse of its 

historic buildings and landmark structures 

• Proactively manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve 

natural and cultural resources through community investment and appropriate regulation 

• Encourage development that is supportive of and compatible with existing development 

 Odum Remainder. This is comprised of the area within the Odum city limits not 

previously encompassed along the U.S. 341 Corridor or any other recommended character area. 

A mixture of land uses currently exist, with residential and agriculture/forestry (underdeveloped) 

predominating, but also some commercial and institutional uses. Additional growth is desired 

which is compatible with Odum’s small town atmosphere and quality of life.  
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 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Guide future growth and development, and encourage growth compatible with its 

existing character 

 • Encourage growth which preserves and protects its rural character and quality of life 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired commercial and residential growth 

• Proactively manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve 

natural and cultural resources through community investment and appropriate regulation 

 Tillman St. Growth Area. This is an area of residential and limited commercial 

development. The growth area is located in the southern part of the city. Additional residential 

development is expected to occur in this area. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Plan, manage, and guide future growth and development, and encourage growth 

compatible with its existing character 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired commercial and residential growth 

 Cedar Ave. Growth Area. This is an area of residential development in the south part of 

the city. Additional residential development is expected to occur in this area. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Plan, manage, and guide future growth and development, and encourage growth 

compatible with its existing character 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired commercial and residential growth 
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 City of Screven 

 Screven Business/Commercial District. The business and commercial district of 

Screven is the core of the city. Limited future development is expected in this area with the 

exception of infill development in vacant buildings/lots. The district is located on the major 

thoroughfare in the city, U.S. Hwy. 84/U.S. Hwy. 25.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Actively recruit new commercial/retail development compatible with, and supportive 

of, the resources, infrastructure, existing economy, and the natural environments of the 

community 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired commercial growth 

• Proactively manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve 

natural and cultural resources through community investment and appropriate regulation 

 Martha/Tarber Sts. Redevelopment Area. The Martha and Tarber streets 

redevelopment area is a large concentration in the northwest part of the city. It consists of 

residential, commercial, and public/institutional development as well as a park. The Screven 

Community Center is located in this redevelopment area; it has been the target of rehabilitation 

efforts for a significant period of time. Redevelopment areas are all CDBG target areas which are 

in need of housing rehabilitation.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Address substandard housing and concentration of blight, including manufactured 

housing developments, and cooperatively upgrade their quality and appearance through 

rehabilitation, removal, code enforcement and regulation 

• Pursue CDBG and other funding sources for housing rehabilitation as available 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired growth 
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• Encourage development that is supportive of and compatible with existing development 

 U.S. 84 Corridor. The U.S. 84 Corridor is the major thoroughfare in Screven. The J. L. 

Tyre Residential Historic District and the Screven Business/Commercial District are located 

along the U.S. 84 Corridor. Commercial and residential development, as well as limited 

public/institutional development, has occurred along the corridor and is likely to continue to 

spur.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Work to attract and guide compatible development (commercial, residential, 

institutional) along the U.S. 84 corridor 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired growth 

• Proactively manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve 

natural and cultural resources through community investment and appropriate regulation 

 Screven Remainder. This is comprised of the area within the Screven city limits not 

previously encompassed along the U.S. 84 Corridor or any other recommended character area. A 

mixture of land uses currently exit, with residential and agriculture/forestry (underdeveloped) 

predominating, but also some commercial and institutional uses. Additional growth is desired 

which is compatible with Screven’s small town atmosphere and quality of life.  

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Guide future growth and development, and encourage growth compatible with its 

existing character 

 • Encourage growth which preserves and protects its rural character and quality of life 

• Work to develop the necessary infrastructure and improvements to facilitate and 

 accommodate desired growth 

• Proactively manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve 

natural and cultural resources through community investment and appropriate regulation 
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 Sharpe St. Residential Historic District. This area has been identified as a historic 

district by the City. The district is bound by U.S. 84, School Street, Nine Run Road, and just 

beyond Church Street. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

 • Pursue development that is compatible with and supportive of existing development 

  • Preserve the heritage and seek to encourage public and private adaptive use/reuse of its 

historic buildings and landmark structures 

• Proactively manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve 

natural and cultural resources through community investment and appropriate regulation 

 J.L. Tyre Residential Historic District. This area has also been identified as a historic 

district by the City. The district is bound by Joyner, School, and just beyond Davis streets. 

 Suggested Development Strategies 

• Work to preserve historic district and residential uses to the extent possible, allowing 

compatible commercial uses as appropriate  

 • Pursue development that is compatible with and supportive of existing development   

• Preserve the heritage and seek to encourage public and private adaptive use/reuse of its 

historic buildings and landmark structures 

• Proactively manage and guide growth and development, and protect and conserve 

natural and cultural resources through community investment and appropriate regulation 

 

 


