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2007 Signature Community Program Participants

· Calhoun Redevelopment Project.  Representing the state’s North Super Region (which includes DCA’s Service Delivery Regions 1, 2 & 5), the City of Calhoun will use the program to redevelop its West Calhoun area. 

The City’s West Calhoun area consists primarily of single family, multi-family and public housing units. The area also includes several small businesses and seven churches.  Although there is a strong desire by residents to have the area to remain as single-family dwellings, many property owners are elderly and unable to afford necessary repairs and routine maintenance. DCA will work with Calhoun Affordable Housing Development and the Calhoun Housing Authority to coordinate planned housing improvements.

Calhoun has plans to contract for a redevelopment plan that addresses its growth,  zoning, infrastructure and housing improvements. The City also plans to build a large recreation park and sidewalks that connect the West Calhoun community to nearby middle and high schools.  Plans are also in place to develop businesses, possibly commercial, for vacant industrial buildings. 

· Fayetteville Community Revitalization.  Representing the state’s Metro Super Region (which includes DCA’s Service Delivery Region 3), the City of Fayetteville will use the program to support its community revitalization plans.

Fayetteville’s efforts will focus primarily on its downtown area.  The City has identified three “focus” initiatives, including: (1) redevelopment of older commercial centers and exploring adaptive reuse opportunities; (2) assisting with the redevelopment of vacant and underutilized properties in the downtown core; and (3) developing a “business recruitment strategy that would involve working with existing downtown businesses, the Main Street Program and its Downtown Development Authority.

· Wilkinson County Strategic Development Action Planning.  Representing the state’s Middle Super Region (which includes DCA’s Service Delivery Regions 4, 6 and 7), Wilkinson County and the cities of Allentown, Danville, Irwinton, Ivey, Gordon, McIntyre and Toomsboro will focus its program assistance on developing a long-term strategic plan.

For many years, the economy of Wilkinson County was based largely on kaolin processing and forestry.  As the community experienced a number of growth-related changes, residents recognized its community’s need for a strategic and comprehensive strategy for economic development.

Community leaders did not sit idly by and took a number of positive steps, including: (1) hired the county’s first Economic Development Director; (2) “re-launched” of the Wilkinson County Chamber of Commerce – which had been dormant for about five years, (3) redeveloped a brownfield site – which is currently occupied by a biodiesel manufacturing facility; and (4) approved a SPLOST (Special Local Option Sales Tax) to fund infrastructure improvements and economic development projects.

DCA will work with the communities to develop an economic development plan, strategies to protect key corridors and its tourism and marketing efforts.

· Jesup/ Wayne County – “There No Place Like Home.”  Representing the state’s Southeast Super Region (which includes DCA’s Service Delivery Regions 9 and 12), the City of Jesup and Wayne County will focus on developing county-wide greenspace plan and uniform signage system.

Based on the theme of “There is no place like home,” the Jesup/Wayne County greenspace and uniform signage system plans are expected to enhance the “city-county” link and create a stronger sense of community.   

The proposed greenspace effort will link historic downtown Jesup and several of its key landmarks and facilities, to a major greenway project and facilities associated with the Altamaha River. The community also plans to move forward on a study focused on development of a comprehensive and uniform signage system, landscape development and tourism marketing.

· Valdosta-Remerton: Preserving Resources/ Community Wellness.  Representing the state’s Southwest Super Region (which includes DCA’s Service Delivery Regions 8, 10 and 11, the Cities of Valdosta and Remerton will undertake initiatives focused on preservation of natural resources and promoting community wellness.

Valdosta and Remerton plan to conduct brownfield and greyfield assessments, make physical improvements to the Azalea City Trail and Withlacoochee River Greenway Connection and implement of a bicycle and pedestrian master plan. In addition, the cities will explore the use of local resources such as Valdosta State University, Valdosta Technical College as well as Valdosta’s own public information office to create an educational video regarding the proper guidelines for riding a bicycle on streets and on multi–use trails.
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